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Its Ideal For First-Time Buyers. Not To: 


Today’s car buyers will be putting their trust in a sporty and dependable two-door coupe called | 


Cavalier’ And why not? Its thoughtful engineeri 
| gineering lets you travel up to 100,000 mil i 
scheduled tune-up and 100,000 miles or five years before you need to change CN M e 


USA 
@ 0 
Proud Sponsor of the 

1996 U.S. Olympic Team 


Mention Second, Third And Fourth. 


an extensive list of safety features (dual air bags, anti-lock brakes, etc.) and a neat sticker price. 
So when you take into consideration what you want in a car — style, dependability and value — you 
won't find a car as fun and as sensible as Cavalier. That's why we call it a Genuine Chevrolet. 
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EW ONLINE 


(keyword: EW). A 
limited edition is also 
available on the 
PATHFINDER website 
(http:/[pathfinder, 
convewy). 


your ET 107 Find out 
with EW's alien 
rogues’ gallery game 


34 


SWING OUT, SISTER: 
The incomparable Ella 
Fitzgerald, who recorded 
some 250 albums 
during her long career, 
drums up business 

at a club on Chicago's 
South Side in 1948 


JULY 12, 1996 


2 


. Entertainment 


FRIDAY, JUCI LAT MIG 


NEWS & NOTES 


8/To Hell and Back Brad Pitt and Harrison Ford endure the 
troubled Devil's Own shoot...George Clooney—a kinder, gentler 
Batman...Party hopping in L.A....HoT SHEET...FLASHES. 


18/Controversy Demi Moore lays herself bare—again. 


20/Trends The best thing since the hokey-pokey: the Macarena. 


FEATURES 


22/COVER Space Under Fire BY REBECCA 
ASCHER-WALSH How the cast and crew of Independence Day 
overcame competition from another alien flick, schedule-hampering 
technological glitches, and giggling fits to create the summer's most 
hyped blockbuster. PLUS: The evolution of /D's massive 
merchandising campaign. 

30/Tori Adored BY JEANNE MARIE LASKAS Just as 
Tori Amos expresses her emotions through passionate songs, her 


fans show their fervent devotion to the red-haired rocker with 
newsletters, parties, Web pages, and body art. 


34/First, Last, and Always BY WILL FRIEDWALD 


Singing the praises of Ella Fitzgerald, the voice of jazz. PLUS: 
Ella’s legacy on CD. 


REVIEWS 


37/MOVIES Lisa SCHWARZBAUM on thealien-invasion 
epic Independence Day; also Striptease, Phenomenon, and Eraser. 


46/TELEVISION KEN TUCKER on The Real World and 
Road Rules. P Lus: Catching up with the Hudson Brothers. 


50/BOOKS GENE LYONS on Patricia Cornwell's Cause of 
Death; Bob Woodward's The Choice. PLus: Civil War buff Jeff Shaara. 


54/MUSIC KEN TUCKER on Toni Braxton's Secrets; also 
Blues Traveler’s live album. PLu 5: Kiss revive their "(0s shtick. 


60/MULTIMEDIA TY BURR on new webzines—Microsoft's 
Slate and Prodigy's Stim. P Lu s: Cybertalk from Roseanne et al. 


64/VIDEO TY BURR оп 12 Monkeys and other movie visions of 
the future. PLU s: Bruce Willis’ incredible shrinking hairline. 


68/KIDS PARENTS’ GUIDE to recent movies. 


DEPARTMENTS 


6/Mail The Rock, black-oriented TV, rock stars’ drug use, Kathie 
Lee Gifford, Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, and Elaine Stritch. 
72/Encore July 6, 1984: The Jacksons reunite for a Victory tour. 


Cover unset) TORI AMOS: PHOTOGRAPH BY DAN PEEBLES 
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‘DEEP’ IN THOUGHT 


of Odo (Rene Auberjonois) on page 48 
(Television). The corresponding article 
was also nice—if a bit insulting. Of 


: course Star Trek is full of "silly implausi- 


bility." Isn't that the nature of most pop- 


: ular entertainment? I have yet to see an 


exploding cable car as in the ads for The 


* Rock—but that doesn't prevent me from 


wanting to watch the movie. 
CAROLYN O'NEAL 
DRONeal@aol.com 
San Carlos, Calif. 


you sneaking in articles about live the- | 


THOM HEINRICHS | 
Long Beach, Calif. 


Elaine Stritch was in the original 1971 
Broadway cast of Follies. Stritch actual- 
4j performed in 198815 Follies in Concert 
at New York's Avery Fisher Hall. 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY welcomes read- 
7 mail. Address letters to ENTERTAINMENT 


i WEEKLY, PO. Box 60001, Tampa, Fla. 33660 


i or phone 1-800-828-6889, 


| 
f 
+ Scent strips should write to ENTERTAINMENT | 
| 
| 
JENNIFER NOLAN | | 


.. c ——— A 


and repetitive. Now, if: 
d As A FAN OF Star Trek: Deep Space 
: Nine, I thank you for running the photo 


to hear a CD once and is : 
forced to write about it. It takes more : 
than one or two sittings to appreciate a i 
; Jimmy Buffett CD. I look forward to a 

i Buffett release like I do a visit from a wild : 
i uncle that neither of my parents like. 
CARL POINT : 


8 [Don’r THINK that I haven't noticed 
Narragansett, R.I. : 


{ PASSION PLAY 


; ater. Keep it up! And thanks for the trib- | 
; ute to the wonderful Elaine Stritch. I’ve | 
: been in love with this lady ever since I 
i saw her in Company when I was 19 
; years old. Message to Ms. Stritch: Would | 
i you consider the company of a slightly 
: younger man? 


; WEEKLY, 1675 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
i 10019. E-mail can be sent from ENTERTAIN- 
i MENT WEEKLY ONLINE on the America On- | 
Marco Island, Fla. i line service (keyword: EW). All correspon- 
i dence must include your name, address, and 
; daytime telephone number. Letters may be 
| K i edited for clarity or length. 

; ATHIE LEE GIFFORD and her PR B 
; guru must think we're stupid! How can i ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY sometimes carri 

; they think this pathetic attempt to dis- i ads containing perfume or colo Е 
i tract us from the horror of what she’s : Subscribers who would Я din ds F 
} been party to has been a “successful turn- : e 
} around”? Ms. Gifford, you're a talk-show 
2 host. Get over yourself! We sure are. 
oriented comedies like Family Matters i 


Me i OMNE ري‎ I UNE 
and In the House because they're silly : t SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS? GALL INDO 


Ef. some smart writer would 
come along and write a 
black-oriented X-Files... 
L. WRIGHT 

wright96 @aol.com 

Chicago 


BUFFETT ZONE 


ТЇ 


TEIS SUMMER'S 
NEXTBIG 
ACTION FLICK 


ren. sorry for any 
music critic who only gets 


Your story about the high number 


WINK1967@aol.com 
Suisun City, Calif. 


Iwas orFENDED by the comments 


firefighters are men is sexist. But to im- 


Mary L. SWAGGERTY 


New Orleans 


pecia Mise mi Wor?) _ 


taal 
ل‎ 


PAM DIVELBISS i 
i ONE FOR THE GIFFORD 


MAIL | 


‘ROCK’ CLIMBING 


Last Fri DAY, while 
sitting through the pre- 
miere of The Rock, I won- 
dered what kind of cover- 
age EW would give a film 
starring one of the most > 
acclaimed actors of our : 

time (Sean Connery) in 

one of the biggest action 

movies of the summer. I 

believe that your amazing 


cover and article on The Rock (#331, June : 
14) even allowed me to overlook the dis- : 


graceful review and grade given by 
Owen Gleiberman. 
JOHN WATKINSON 


Newport, R.I. | 


A cover sronv and a review of The : 

Rock and you couldn't find room for one : 

picture of Ed Harris?! Sean Connery and : EEE HABIT 
Nicolas Cage are fine, but Harris is the : 
i of rock & roll stars with drug problems 
i was much needed. Maybe it might force 
i these people into getting help before it’ 
: too late. Sweeping their addictions under 
i the rug will only make it easier for them : 
i to stay with their deadly habits. 
i SHELDON WINKFIELD : 

; CORRECTION: Our feature story on 
: Broadway shows incorrectly stated that 


reason I'll be seeing the movie! 
KIMBERLY ROBERTSON 
KarWV@aol.com 
Glen Allen, Va. 


THE OFF-SEASON 


Ir ноггужоор studio execs really : 
whined all winter about “what a long, : 
hard summer it would be,” please ask : 
them what their strategy is behind i MOF UNDER SME COPIAR 
Christmas and summer big-movie re- : 
lease dates. In March and April of this : 
; made in Jim Mullen's Hot Sheet regard 
i ing L.A. Firefighters. To imply that al 
spend my hard-earned minimum-wage i 
i ply they're nothing more than Chippen- 
; dales dancers concerned with their “big : 
i hoses” is absurd. 
two that, with popcorn and all, will cost 


year, I went to see nothing, simply be- 
cause there was nothing I wanted to 


bucks on. So instead of seeing several 
movies—were they spread out over a 
period of months—I must choose one or 


me half a day's wages. 


Caulfield, Mo. 


BLACK AND BLUE 


Waar TELEVISION needs—regard- 
less of ethnicity—is originality (News & 
Notes). As a black person, I watched 
The Cosby Mysteries, but it didn't hold 
my attention. And I rarely watch black- 
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A new musical journey 
featuring the single 


he Harmony. 


Don't miss Harry in this summer's blockbuster movie "Independence Day." 
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It's been a hell of — 

a shoot for the Brad : 

Pitt-Harrison ` 
Ford cop drama 


; its star, Pitt, pays the Devil : 
I i his due. : 
; has been haunted by reports : 
i of an ego clash between its : 
: stars. The project has even i ducer Larry Gordon signed į 
; Pitt (for a reported $8 million i 


The tempest began build- ; 


i ing last year when Devil pro- : 


o $10 million) to play the ; 
ashy part of IRA gunrunner : 
Frankie the Angel in the Man : 


; J. Pakula-directed movie. But : 
с ; the dynamic of the film ; 
Tibet, which has i changed when, to everyone's ; 
; Surprise, A-list headliner i 
i Ford expressed interest in i 
i what was described by one : 


e EDITED BY MAGGIE 


ule is weeks past its June 
deadline, and the production 


left another film 
hanging—Man- 
dalay Entertain 
ment's mountain 
climbing flick 
Seven Years in 


H 
F 
° 
> 
H 
: 
H 
ñ 
q 
2 
B 


had to push its 
Start date back 
two months while 


sed 


ptr | 


Harrison Ford and Brad Pitt, : 
due late this year, which | 


rious trifecta of trouble: The 


a reported $70 
million to nearly 


shooting sched- 


Ford and Pitt go 
mano a mano during 


Devil Do 


BY CHRIS NASHAWAT Y 


HESE DAYS, tales of : 
woe on big Hollywood : 
i seems to have hit that inglo- 


STAR WARS: Above, 


бє! 


DEO 
JULY 12,1996" MOVIES, TV, BOOKS, MUSIC, MULTIMEDIA & VI 


= 


_ FRANK ROSS/LGI (3) 


productions are a 


dime a dozen. Sagas : 
i film's budget has gone from 


of screenwriter musi- 


cal chairs (read: The Rock), i 
ego-fueled power showdowns : 
i $100 million, the 


(John Travolta versus Roman 


Polanski on The Double), and : 
over-budget, over-schedule : 
dilemmas (The Mirror Has : 
Two Faces) are all too com- : 
mon. The latest snafu-riddled į 
} a fight scene. Right, 
i Pitt chills out. 


produetion? Te Devil's Own, 
Columbia’s actioner starring 
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BUGGING QUT: Cage 


The Rock And 
A Hard Place 


Q When The Rocks Stanley Goodspeed (Nicolas Cage) enters a 
safety chamber in FBI headquarters to defuse a gas bomb, 
he carries in a glass case of live roaches. When the poison mist is 
released, the roaches start thrashing and 
dying and erupt in a mass of red blood. 
Do roaches really bleed red? 


BURNING 
QUESTION 


As any New York City apartment 

dweller will testify, roaches do squirt 
when you squish them. But as entomologist 
Louis Sorkin of the American Museum of Natural 
History notes, “It’s not the same style of blood 
as mammals’, It’s straw-colored.” Sorkin also 
doubts there would be as much blood as the 
movie showed, but he volunteered to squash some museum lab roach- 
es just to be sure. “There’s usually a lot of a white fatty substance 


and a little blood.” —Mitch Frank 


Holy Happy oet oet! 


SAME BaT-TIME. Same Bat-chan- 
nel. Different Bat-attitude. That's the 
word on Batman and Robin, flick No. 


dominant role. But reported- 
ly production was often de- 


: layed—sometimes for long 


periods—for the purposes of 
tweaking dialogue, prompt- 


; ing studio suits to start 
Gordon signed Ford, despite : 
his $20 million salary. But al- : 

: most predictably, with two : 


checking up on their snail- 
paced project daily. 

But as Ford's role got 
beefier, Pitt thought the deli- 
cate balance between their 


; two characters had changed 


for the worse. After Pakula's 
revise, according to several 


: sources close to the produc- 
: tion, Pitt complained that the 


new script wasn't what he 
had agreed to. And reports of 
Pitt's disgruntlement persist: 
Last month, the actor report- 


: edly walked off the set but 
: returned the next day. The 
ent versions" of : 


film's publicist denies the in- 


: cident, saying that shooting 
: was called off that day due to 
i rain. A spokesperson for Pitt 
: declined to comment. 

| executive familiar : 


Originally slated to wrap in 


: June, Devil's Own is still un- 
: finished and looks to go on 
; into August. “The feeling is 
i we've got to deliver a hit,” 
: given a love interest for his : 


says Margaret Colin (Jnde- 


i pendence Day), who plays 
i Ford's wife. “And we'll keep 


stone) screenplay. : 


scripter as the supporting 
“Robert Duvall-like role" of 
Tom O'Meara, the New York 
: detective who forges a pater- 
nal bond with Frankie. Hap- 
py to land another big name, 


superstars involved, the in- 
; evitable script tinkering soon 
sæ followed. 
| F'ilming began in 
| 
| 
1 


| 


New York City 
in February, and 
from the start, the 
leading men locked 
horns over the 
Kevin Jarre (Tomb- 


The actors “seem 
to have had differ- 


the movie in their 
heads, says one 
=| Columbia-based 

producer. A studio 


with the film adds 
; that Ford “wanted his char- 
i acter to be showier, like 
; Pitt's. Pitt, meanwhile, was 


: character (newcomer Natasha 
i MeElhone). According to one 


4 in the series, which starts filming 

this fall. According to director Joel waren) 
Schumacher, the atmosphere around Gotham has light- 
ened up. For one thing, George Clooney is a cooler bat- 
dude than his predecessor, Val Kilmer, who made filming 
last summer's Batman Forever a dark knightmare. “I 
was told that Val was difficult and wasn't [right] for me,” 

says Schumacher. 5 


i of the film's numerous script i shooting until we have enough 
: doctors—who include Pakula, : film to make a hit." But Colin 
i Im the Name of the Father's i adds, “Га like to finish up 
i Terry George, and Lethal : now. It's too long.” The studio 
i Weapon 3 scribe Robert Ka- ; declines to comment on any 
i men, among others—there : aspect of the production. 

B was concern about giving : Pitt, meanwhile, is due on 
i Ford, the elder hunk states- 1 the set of Tibet. “We desper- 
: man, the unenviable task of i ately want to get going,” says 
I playing opposite the Sexiest i John Jacobs, president of 
i Man Alive. “This thing eame i worldwide marketing at Ti- 
I together just as Seven was Р bet's production company, 
i becoming this huge hit,” notes : Mandalay. “But every time 
} the scripter. The studio exec i Devil pushes back, we have 
I claims Ford's character was ; to push back." Jacobs is 
i made more heroic by rework- i cheery about one thing—at 
i ing some scenes, including one : least Devil's isn’t his own. 
: in which O’Meara fumbles : *Maybe now the end is in 
i with his gun. i sight for them, but no one 
i Ford's agent, Pat Mc- | likes to have a movie with 
i Queeney, dismisses “all these : problems like The Devil's 
i ugly rumors,” claiming there : i Own is having." € (Reporting 
i have been no battles for a i by Jeffrey Wells) 


sense of humor. With some people, 


what you see is what you get." 
It tuns out Kilmer wasn't the only 
pain in the cowl. Schumacher says 
Tommy Lee Jones was a heavy as 
well. “dim Garrey was a gentleman, 
and Tommy Lee was threatened by 
him. I’m tired of defending over- 
KNIGHT LITE: Clooney paid, overprivileged actors. I [ | 
= don't work with them again. 
course, this being a Batman film, the project hasn't 
been complaint-free. "George wanted a new Bat-suit.” 
> did fit into Val's, but he likes to 
say that the codpiece had to be made bigger." —Бен- 


Schumacher say 


jamin Svetkey, with reporting by Cindy Pearlman 


CELEC 
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NEWS @NOTES 


о HOW HAS Robert 

Downey Jr. been do- 

ing since members of 
the Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs Department ar- 
rested him June 23 after 
they pulled him over near 
his Malibu home for 
speeding and found co- 
caine, tar heroin, and an 
unloaded .357 magnum 
revolver in his car? Ap- 
parently, it’s been mostly 


i MUGS SHOT: Downey with Hugo Poo! business as usual. An- 
: costar Alyssa Milano at the wrap party drew Bernstein, senior 
; in LA. shortly before his arrest 


publicist for New Line, 
claims that Downey's sit- 


i uation hasn't delayed or compromised his upcoming movie, One 
; Night Stand, which costars Wesley Snipes and Nastassia Kin- 
} ski and is currently filming in L.A. “He shows up when he's 
; supposed to, he leaves when he's finished, and what he does 
; after that is his business,” says Bernstein. 


In the Mike Figgis-directed film, Downey plays a man dying of 


1 AIDS. “Most of the time he's in a hospital bed,” says Bernstein. 
i Adds another New Line exec, “I’ve heard his performance has 
i been exceptional." Downey, who's been in and out of rehab, 
i is now scheduled to face the law in Malibu Municipal Court 
: July 26. And though the incident prompted mixed reactions 
; among friends and colleagues—Sean Penn and Matthew Mo- 
; dine reportedly tried to stage an intervention weeks ago— 
; mostly there was sorrow. “I'm just so sad about this," says 
; one close friend. *He's so talented." — Heidi Siegmund Cuda 


} "It" girl du jour Jenny McCarthy kept a relatively low profile, at least 


| по major magazine covers, talk-show 
bringing her relative pop-cultural visibility 
| this summer) down to near-mortal levels. 
break into а new medium, releasing her first CD, Jen- 
ach tunes she 
the ears as well. 


s) Sheet 


i visits, or tabloid mentions, 
i (which we've been charting 
i She did, however, 
: ny MeCarthy’s Surfin’ Safari, an anthology of classic Бе 
; personally selected. So now Jenny can provide a feast for 


Jim 


1 ATLANTA '96 The official temperature of this summer's 
Olympic Games. 


2 LYLE MENENDEZ’S ENGAGEMENT What a catch. Any 
more at home like you? 


3 ROBERT DOWNEY JR. The edgy Chaplin star has been 
arrested on gun and drug charges. Maybe he’s trying to 
break into baseball. 


4 JOEY BUTTAFUOCO He's moving to California. He's buy- 
ing a ranch called Always-Always Land. 


5 LE FONZ Henry Winkler is being honored by France for his 
contribution to the arts. We're glad he stopped acting too. 


6 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Aliens try to destroy the 
entire world. Who knew 
they'd be so upset over The 
X-Files? 


7 PHENOMENON Sim- 
pleton John Travolta sud- 
denly becomes the smart- 
est person on earth. Does 
he have a sex-change oper- 
ation? 


8 VIRGINIA MILITARY 
INSTITUTE Can women 
take the yelling and abuse? 
Are you kidding? That’s a 
step up from what they hear on the street. 


9 BILL GATES The 40-year-old college dropout is worth $18 
billion. With that kind of money, he could almost get a loan 
and finish school. 


10 TUT LITE You can buy beer made from sediments found in 
an ancient Egyptian tomb. It’s called Rosetta Stoned. 


11 O.J. He held a fund-raiser at his home to fight domestic vio- 
lence. How convenient: The money never has to leave the house. 


12 MELROSE PLACE TRADING CARDS How do you get 
them? In specially marked packs of condoms? 


13 HILLARY CLINTON She's had imaginary conversations 
with Eleanor Roosevelt. So? Bob Dole used to have real ones. 


14 BERRIES Some people say eating them will make you 
sick. That/s too bad, because they taste so good with Olestra 
potato chips. 


15 JOHN TESH The Internet is buzzing with rumors that he's 
an extraterrestrial. That’s just silly. Lots of people sleep in pods. 
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Right, like now, sort of. 
' But this is to tell more women to 
drink skim milk. It has all the 
calcium without all the fat. Well, 
isn't that what friends are for? 


We're such good friends, if | got 

invited to a big Hollywood party, 

га call you the minute | got home. 

Or if you had stuff on your face, 
га tell you, sooner or later. 
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OH, HENRY: Back to the shelves, Jane Austen. When 


NYH33H4 NIAILS A0 HdvtDO1OHd 


December, a new chapter in the classic-books-into-movies 
—this one featuring novelist Henry James. 


saga will unfold 


: Disney is adapting Washington Square, James’ tale of sex, 


lies, and prenuptial agreements, with Ben Chaplin and Jen- 
nifer Jason Leigh (the 1949 version, The Heiress, won Olivia 
de Havilland an Academy Award). And costume-drama curio 


Helena Bonham Carter will lead Miramax’s love story Wings 
Ë of the Doue. This isn't the first time James' 
: novels have been rediscovered: He 
: experienced a similar renaissance W 
: in the "70s and early '80s when The 


Bostonians, Daisy Miller, and The 
Europeans were made into films. 


come a salon standard the way the 


TAKING STOCK: A lightbulb must 


` The Portrait of a Lady, starving Nicole Kidman, debuts this 


SO:OH4 OOM JQIM'dY/O19YQ HNIID 


to make it?” Castro, who seemed to bear no i 
: But the novelist is not likely to be- 


} more accessible Jane Austen has. 
: "James! novels are tough,” says Lady 

i coproducer Steve Golin. There's a lot 
: of stuff that’s not easy to crack.” 7 


I have gone on over the heads of Sony ex- 
i ecs after Disney held the first premiere 


BAY OF WIGS: What's on Fi- 
del Castro’s mind these days? The 
fall of international communism, 
perhaps? Nah. More like John F. 
Kennedy Jr.'s George magazine. Ac- 
cording to CBS anchor Dan Rather, 
who spent three days in Cuba tap- 
ing The Last Revolutionary, a Cas- 
tro documentary airing July 18, the 
grande queso had more than a 
passing interest in the nine-month- 
old Pol-ywood glossy. “He was filled with questions about it,” 
says Rather. “He wanted to know: “Is Kennedy serious? Is he 
actively involved, or just lending his name to it? Is it going 


READER POL: Castro 


ill will toward the only son of the man who 
once invaded his country, is also reading a : 
Spanish-language version of Primary Colors 
done by his personal translator. As for 
George, a spokesman offered that the editors 
are "intrigued" by the Cuban leader's curios- 
ity. “After the November election an article : 
on Cuba would be of interest to our readers." : 
A Washington wig fitting, however, has yet 
to be scheduled. —A.J. Jacobs 


LIHAT 110. 


GEORGE AHEAD: JFK Jr. 


i ever on Alcatraz and got a $25.1 million opening weekend for 


: The Rock. Eager to boost Multiplicity, starring Michael 
; Keaton and Andie MacDowell, Sony went bullish June 27 and 
; held the first premiere ever on the floor of the New York 
; Stock Exchange. While The Rock actually takes place on Al- 


catraz, not a minute of Multiplicity takes place on Wall 
QE Street. ^We're doing a lot more 
things with listed compa- 
nies," explains Robert 
Zito, senior VP of com- · | 
munications at the NYSE. | 
“When Sony wanted to 
help us with our Olympie 
fund-raising efforts, we 
suggested hosting a movie 
premiere party.” Traders : | 
were also treated to Keaton: 
ringing the opening bell. “It 
Was extremely cool,” says 
the actor. “Ringing that bell, | 
you're setting off the pulse of 
America.” Whether the stunt 
will help Keaton prove he's still 
one hot commodity remains to be 
Е sen (the film opens J uly 17), but it didn't 
o much for Sony stock. It finished down a quar- 
ter for the day. 
—Daneet Steffens 


| NOT SWEATIN' IT; Simmons 


$31402 GIAYG ла мо\1ум1бплл! 


RAG TAGGER: When the Norma Rae of the ’90s, Kathie 
Lee Gifford, takes her anti-sweatshop crusade to Washington, 
D.C., July 16, fat buster Richard Simmons will be by her side. 
"Kathie Lee will be Snow White, and I don't mind being one 
of her dwarfs,” says Simmons, who'll also speak at the U.S. : 
Department of Labor’s Fashion Industry Forum 
on sweatshops in the U.S. and abroad. Sim- 
mons, invited to the hearings by 
Secretary of Labor Robert B. 
Reich, has marketed a line of plus- 
size women’s clothes without 
incident for five years and 
credits frequent visits to facto- 
ries from New Jersey to India 
for his unblemished record. 
“Every designer who is seri- 
ous should be doing the same 
thing,” says the fitness guru, 
adding “This hearing is going to 
be a big eye-opener.” In more 
ways, perhaps, than one. Usu- 
ally outfitted in a tank top and 
red gym shorts, Simmons is looking for 
more appropriate attire for the occasion. 
Im approaching my 48th birthday, and I 7 
don't own a suit." Just hope he looks for the 
union label. —Casey Davidson. 
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NEWS @NOTES 


i ebrated film debut —with younger sis- 
: cording to his spokesman, Daltrey is : 
was stood up by Julia Roberts in 1991 : 


ter Mariel—in Lipstick (1976). But her 


; acting career never took off, and in re- 
i cent years she appeared in a string of 
: obscure films and even more recently 
: had started a psychic hotline. At press 
; time, there was no comment from any 
; member of the Hemingway family.... 
: Academy Award-winning screen- 
: writer Steve Tesich, 53, of a heart at- 
: tack, July 1, while vacationing in Nova 
: Scotia with his family. Among the 
: films the Yugoslavian-born Tesich 
: wrote were 1979’s Breaking Away, for 
: which he won an Oscar, and 1982/5 The 
i World According to Garp. Tesich's last 
i work was the Off Broadway play Arts 
i and Leisure, which completed its six- 
: week-long run last month.... Actress 


and author Pamela Mason, 80, of heart 


: failure, June 29, at her home in Bever- 
: ly Hills. Divorced from actor James 


Mason in 1964, she became a popular 
television talk-show host and authored 
advice books for women, including The 
Female Pleasure Hunt and Marriage 
Is the First Step Toward Divorce... 
Movie producer Albert “Cubby” Broc- 
coli, 87, of natural causes after years 
of heart problems, June 29, at his Bev- 
erly Hills home. Broccoli, who once 
said that one of his uncles was the first 
to bring the seeds for his namesake 
vegetable to America from Italy, pro- 
duced or presented 17 James Bond 


; movies, beginning with 1962's Dr. No 
i starring Sean Connery. Says Pierce 
i Brosnan, who starred as Bond No. 5 in 
; last year's Goldeneye, Broccoli's final 
i film: “He was a very important and 
; encouraging figure in my life."... 
: Singer Jim Ellison, 31, of carbon 
i monoxide poisoning, discovered June 
i 20 in the garage of his Chicago home. 
i Ellison was the frontman for the 
B Chicago-based power-pop band Mate- 
i rial Issue, a group often cited as the 
play, or any obvious indication of sui- : 
cide," says Santa Monica Police Sgt. : 
i manager Jeff Kwatinetz: "Because of 


prime example of the burgeoning Chi- 
cago musie scene. Says his former 


his strong character and self-confi- 
dence, his apparent suicide came as а 
shock to all of us who considered him a 
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eoroner's] report comes out [in mid- : 
July], we are considering it a crime : 
scene.” Hemingway, who had been one : 


i of the nation's top models, made a cel- : very close friend.” —Jessica Shaw 


concert, wearing an eye patch. Ac- 


“evidently fine. He just got a mean 


: shiner out of it.” 
who was divorced from his first wife, : 


A DEATHS Actress-model Mar- 
en gaux Hemingway, 41, was found 


: dead July 1 in her Santa Monica, Calif., 
: studio apartment, the day before the 
: 85th anniversary of the death of her 
: grandfather, author Ernest Heming- 
: way. Police had to break in to Mar- 
break up? In a brief June 27 : 


THE ‘PARK’ RIDE 


gaux’s home after friends reported 
that she had been missing for several 


dental records, and initial reports sug- 
were no signs of forced entry, foul 


Gary Gallinot. “But until the final 


WEDDINGS Once more to the 
altar. Kiefer Sutherland, 29, who 


three days before they were to wed, and 


actress Camelia Kath, in 1990, married 
his girlfriend of two years, Kelly Winn, 
32, in a small ceremony June 29 on the 
campus of St. Andrew's College, outside 
Toronto. This is Winn's first marriage. 


SPLITS Right now...it's time to 


statement, Van Halen announced they 
had parted ways with lead singer Sam- 


my Hagar and were currently in the : 


studio recording with original front 
man David Lee Roth. Hagar reportedly 


was incensed when he discovered that : 
the band had, without his knowledge, : 
asked Roth to record one or two songs : 
with the group to be included in a : 


greatest-hits album due out in the fall. 


According to a spokeswoman for the : 
group, Roth is back only temporarily. : 
"They're currently looking for a new : 


lead singer," she says. 


E SHAME Thrill seekers on Uni- : 


versal Studios Hollywood's Ju- 
rassic Park ride probably wished 
they had just rented the video. On 
June 29, only one week after the $110 
million theme ride’s gala opening, a 
mechanical lift stationed near the at- 
traction accidentally sprayed more 
than 100 passengers with hydraulic 
fluid. Three riders were hospitalized 


and treated for skin irritation; they : 
were released later that day. The ride : 
was up and running again 90 minutes : 
i days. Hemingway's badly decomposed 
i body was not identifiable except by 
AILING The kids are alright, | 

i gested that her death was likely relat- 
i ed to her history of epilepsy. “There 


after the mishap. 


4 but the adults could use some 
dexterity. The Who's lead singer, Roger 
Daltrey, 51, underwent a precaution 
ary brain scan after singer Gary Glit 
ter accidentally swung a microphon 
stand into Daltrey's eye during a re 
hearsal on a London stage for 
Quadrophenia revival show. Daltrey 
underwent tests but shortly afterward 
performed at a June 29 Hyde Park 
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Whose Soiree Now? 


1. Courtney Love has dyed : make of Jerry Lewis’ chef d'oeuvre, The 
and gone to...Striptease. The i Nutty Professor, there may be a French Le- 
Hole singer, attending the : gion of Honor citation in Eddie Murphy's fu- 
L.A. premiere of the Demi i ture. But for now he'll have to make do with 
* Moore disrober, is still flirt- i a star on Hollywood's 
ing with the dark hair she adopted to star in : Walk of Fame. 
The People vs. Larry Flynt. “She likes it,” і — Casey Davidson 
explains her spokeswoman, “and it 
looks really pretty." 2. Hobbled by a 
motorcycle accident, Keanu Reeves 
gets a leg up while escorting Rachel 
Weisz to the Los Angeles premiere 
of Stealing Beauty. The couple's ap- 
pearance set off a Chain Reaction of 
questions, but a spokeswoman—de- 
fying all expectations—says the two 
costars of that August action movie 
are simply friends. 3. No need for 
collagen implants here: Aerosmith’s 
daddy Steven Tyler and his daugh- 
ter, Stealing Beauty's Liv Tyler, go 
mouth to mouth. 4. Thanks to a re- 
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JENNIFER KORNREICH : 


Moore, who refused to be interviewed : 


was chunkier, she looks in the mirror and £ 


says he and Moore have spoken about : 


Dr. Joan Willens, a Beverly Hills psy- : 


on Moore. She acknowledges, however, : 


But Moore isn’t “a shameless hussy,” : 


Candace Bushnell, who writes the i 


like a Greek statue. It's super: 
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Demi’s naked ambition shows in Striptease: 


i for this story, has often said that going 
; buff allows her to deal with insecurities : 
i about her body. “I think from when she : 


} sees a girl with big thighs,” opines Strip- ` 
i tease director Andrew Bergman, who 


i the issue at length. 


i chologist writing a book on narcissism and : 
} exhibitionism, won't comment specifically : 
; ing above and beyond the call of duty. : 
i During her salad days, she posed for ` 
} some (relatively tame) shots for Qui mag- 
and the shrink locked fates last : 


; that many entertainment industry figures : 
; are "people with strong narcissistic ten 
: dencies [who] need a constant infusion o 
; approbation." To get it, says Willens, they 
} “keep upping the ante.” 


; Says Daniel Kellison, now the executive · 
: producer of The Rosie O'Donnell Show : 
; and the mastermind behind the actress’ : 
i тасу, Letterman appearance. In fact, : 
} Kellison claims, “I wanted her to goa little 
i e than she did"—placing the num 
i the bump-n'-grind milieu, Striptease : me ru e 3 à En 
: should be the least likely of Moore’s proj- i eS are A 
: ects to incite controversy. But such outra- 
i geous publicity stunts as last N ovember's : 
: Top Ten burlesque for David Letterman : 


: : "Sex and the City" col / ; 
: DE š : umn for The New : 
D and March's shimmying lessons for Bar- i York Observer. reject ion th 

; bara Walters have increased the flak. ; шер Ry notion a 


And they've put her in even starker con. _ Moore's nudity promotes a positive social 


u trast with A-list actresses who've decid- : Sos ne Мое! ike the Arnold 
i ed nudity is a no-no. (Sharon Stone, no 
j Stranger to revealing various body parts, : 
; balked at showing skin in Diabolique.) ; 


; restraint in the tradition of Gypsy Rose 
; Lee. She's a free Spirit, and God bless her” 


: Schwarzenegger of women,” says Bush: 
; Nell. “It's 


: human and [sets] a certain standard, and 
: we'll have to see more actresses like her.” i 


Is it overexposure? в v 


azine, appeared topless in Blame It on 


Since undressing is sort of germane to : 


i Rio, and put her chest on display in 
: About Last Night..., a film detractors 
i cite as "before" proof that she’s had her : 
i breasts augmented. (Her attorney, Marty i 
; Singer, dismisses the rumors as “false 
; and fabricated.") And Moore's provoca- 
i tive poses for Vanity Fair scared up even : 
: more interest in her career than the $218 
i million-grossing Ghost did. 

low victories: The movie’s B- Cinema- : 


REUD ONCE wrote, "Anatomy 
is destiny," and he never even 
met Demi Moore. But the star 


week when Moore appeared 
topless in Striptease—detying 
conventional wisdom about big 
stars doing nude scenes—and 
lifted the film to a $12.3 million 
opening weekend. 

Since Castle Rock had been expecting 
a flat $8 million, box office quarterbacks 
declared it a win. But talk about your hol- 


Score hints that audiences won’t be back 
for Moore, and the star has managed to 
enrage film critics. Typical was one rant 
by Gene Siskel, who asked: “What’s next? 
Demi has a baby on camera?” 

It seems Moore is now being scorned 
for the same trait that led to her record- 
breaking $12.5 million payday for Strip- 
tease: exhibitionistic behavior. Unlike 
such high-priced contemporaries as Julia 
Roberts and Meg Ryan, Moore, 33, has 
spent her entire career fearlessly disrob- 
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It's not yet clear whether the flap sur- 
i rounding Striptease has taught Moore 
: the difference. In her next movie, G.I. 
Jane, she plays another against-the-grain 
heroine—a woman struggling to become 
: a Navy SEAL—but spends most of her 
screen time in fatigues. Typically, though, 
: she's giving the public a glimpse of yet 
: another expanse of flesh—her scalp, 
à shaved down to the nub for the role. 
i What would Freud make of that? Ф 
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barely. Pictures of an exhibitionist, 
above left to right, a 1982 pictorial, the 
pair of Vanity Fairs ('91 and '92), mak- 
ing a bustle for JFK Jr.'s mag (96); be- 
low, Moore rocks for Rolling Stone (95), 
lolls for Esquire ('93), and shills for 
Striptease; top, paring with Letterman 


NO ure 
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Carrey, whose record-breaking 
$20 million paycheck for The Ca- 
ble Guy earned him an arguably 
unfair share of blame for the 
film’s disappointing perfor- 
mance. Moore, though, has a lot 
more at stake with Striptease, 
since it comes on the heels of 
twin flops, The Scarlet Letter 
and The Juror. And by playing a 
stripper whose bionically perfect 
body is clearly not that of Every- 


aq 
uf 
zi 
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her core female audience—a fol- 
lowing she's carefully built up 
with such vehicles as Ghost, A 
Few Good Men, and Indecent 


producing female-oriented films 
(Now and Then and If These 
Walls Could. Talk, an upcoming 
HBO movie about abortion). 

But it isn't just Striptease that puts 


i Moore at career risk—it's all her peeka- 
“Madonna is the disas- : 


“When 
she kept showing too much of her body, 
everyone got sick of her. Actresses 


i should be provocative, but they must 
: walk a very fine line between sophisticat- 
: ed titillation and boring overexposure.” 


: woman, Moore may be eroding 


: Proposal and her commitment to 


: boo appearances. 
; trous example everyone must avoid 
tural critic Camille Paglia warns. 


The Power of Beauty author Nancy 
Friday offers a more sympathetic view 
of Moore’s behavior, suggesting that 

; “some grown-ups still need ‘the gaze’ in 

: the intense way that a small child does. 
Not because they’re dependent—God 
knows no woman is less dependent than 
Demi Moore. But something in her gets 
a kick out of knowing that you and I are 
talking about her.” 

Which seems to be exasperating execs 


at Castle Rock, who, despite marketing : 


Striptease with the promise of T&A (a sly 
stop-motion card featuring a disrobing 
; Demi was sent out to the press), are now 
irritated by the hype about Moore's nudi- 
ty. Castle Rock Pictures president Mar- 
: tin Shafer insists, "There's a lot less here 
: than meets the eye." And Bergman adds 
: he and Moore decided on "escalating nu- 
: dity. I told Demi, it's important that we 
; didn’t hold the nudity till towards the 


: end, because then it really is exploitative: · 


: ‘When do we see Demi topless?” So why 
; the wagging tongues? “If she'd gotten $3 
: million,” Bergman exclaims, “nobody 


; would have cared. [The $12.5 million] su- 
: percharged the situation and made her 
; this fallen woman.” 

: Maybe it’s salary-backlash season. 
: The beef over Moore bears some simi- 
: larity to the current reaction to Jim 


Moore 


by Raney Colles 
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From club kids to kids’ clubs, everyone 


loves a dance craze. BY JESSICA SHAW 


IT’S A SUMMER recipe even Martha Stewart couldn't concoct: 
a digi of cheesiness and a dash of foreign spice blended to- 
gether with some not-so-fancy arm and foot work. The result is 
the Macarena, a peppy dance rap that's spawned one of the 
most global line dances since the hustle. 
Currently in the top five on Billboard's singles chart, 
“Macarena” (pronounced ma-ca-RAY-na) is no electric 
slide. Originally released in Spain in 1993 by the Seville- 
based duo Los Del Rio, it didn't click in the U.S. until a remix by 
Miami's Bayside Boys (along with dance how-tos) 
landed on RCA's dance compilation Macarena Club 
Cutz. But it isn't just an urban dance craze: Macarena 
mania has hokey-pokeyed into middle America with 
a following among the day-care set (ask any 5-year- 
old about it) and cruise-goers alike. “It’s one of those 
things that makes everyone have a good time," Says 
Brenda Richardson of Carnival Cruise Lines, on 
whose ships the ditty plays 8 to 10 times a night. “We 
used to do ‘Hot, Hot, Hot, but this is more popular.” Even the 
Pope may have aided the Macar ena's mass appeal—he person- 
ally blessed Los Del Rio's Antonio Romero Monge and Rafael 
Ruiz in 1994. “It’s a miracle!” Monge says. “Everyone around 
the world is coming together and dancing the Macarena." 
RCA execs think it’s not just a novelty song. It'll come back 
next summer,” says RCA’s Butch Waugh. “It’s rare that a song 
instantly gets your butt out of the chair." After all, that’s what 


it’s all about. € (Additional E mud by Ramiro Fernandez) 
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Hostile forces оп the horizon. Postapocal| 


Fear. Hysteria. And that was just the так! 


otic conditions. Mind-blowing technology. 
the sci-fi showdown Independence Day. 
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; ULY 28, 1995. Press releases 
RE | from Twentieth Century Fox her- : 
zie 


c 


ald today as “the countdown to 


the end of the world," but it's : 
looking like a pretty silly apoca- 
lypse. At 8:30 a.m., 340 days be- : 


fore the opening of Independence 


i 

j 
7 Dag, an alien war of the worlds 
EN 


E» that features Bill Pullman, Will 
Smith, Jeff Goldblum, and some 


extremely slimy extraterrestrials, the film's crew 


begin to set up shop on the highway beside Man- 


hattan's East River for day one of the 72 they will 


spend together. Their sweaty, first-day-of-school jit- 


ters aren't being helped by the temperature, which 


is already up to 85 degrees. The neighboring Ful- : 
ton Fish Market is smelling like its fishy self. Sud- : 
denly, with a German-accented order from the pac- : | 
ing, chain-smoking, green-high-top-wearing 
director, Roland Emmerich, cars crash and garbage з 
cans go flying. Twenty-odd extras, trying their f 
hardest to appear horrified by what they're sup- | 
posed to be seeing, spring to the river's edge and I 
look up at the cloudless expanse above Brooklyn's | 
skyline. € "It's a spaceship that covers the entire : 
city,” eowriter-producer Dean Devlin says breath- : 
lessly, gesturing to the featureless horizon like a 10- 
year-old talking to invisible friends. As he turns : 
back to the set, a speck appears overhead and U 
begins circling. Finding its mark, a lone pigeon lets : 
loose a New York sign of luck on Devlin's head. 


NE YEAR, $70 million, and tens of thousands of : Í 
man-hours later, Devlin's enthusiasm no longer “ f 
seems laughable; even Twister producer Steven il 
Spielberg is predieting that Independence Day ; 
will be the years No. 1 film. For Emmerich, 40, and Devlin, i 
33, the partners whose most notable previous credit was Star- : 
Gate, 1994's against-all-odds sci-fi hit, ID is a bit like Cinderel- i 
la returning to the ball in haute couture to push her luck. Em- : 
merich's pre-StarGate efforts ran to such fare as Moon 44 : 
(1990); Devlin was a failed TV actor who appeared in the | 
short-lived CBS drama series Hard Copy. The success of Star- | 
Gate shocked even the filmmakers: “Everyone thought we B 
were nuts making that film," admits Devlin, who often does i 
the talking for his partner. “We thought we were nuts. The : 
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Planet Earth 
Alien ships rush over 

a trailer park (below) 
and blast a subter- 
ranean military base 
known as Area 51 (left). 
The unwelcome guests 
also destroy a few 
major metropolises, 
including New York and 
Los Angeles. The cast 
(bottom left, I. to r., 
Vivica Fox, Smith, Pull- 
man, Colin, Goldblum, 
and director Emmerich) 
meet on the salt 

flats. Smith's fighter 
pilot (bottom center) 
readies for battle. 
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ay not be, as Fox boasts, the end of the 
and Devlin, the pressure of making : 
films—one with actors, one with computer. : 
ome together at the last minute is enough 
ght's sleep. 


Independence Day m 


two separately shot 
to finish off any chance of a good ni 
+ AUG. 5, 1995. Pullman, Smith, and Goldblum cross : 
dover, Utah, a wide-open, flat-as-Cindy-Crawford's-stomaeh : 
ID's producer, “Pizza Hut and Subway are listed as restau- ` 


rants.” The endlessly upbeat Pullman—who doesn’t have to | 
stretch far to fill the monogrammed cuff links of an idealistic : 


dane concerns. Н 
Smith, who suffered a sunburn up his shorts from the sun's : 


like snow, and I’m dragging an alien through it.” The alien, a i 
truly disgusting, eight-foot-long creature that relies on low- : 


ity, filming is stopped for the day. A piece of salt becomes em- 
bedded in executive producer William Fay's cornea, and he has i 
to go to the hospital to have it removed; a softball game— : 


meant to raise money for a cameraman who injured his hand— : | 


ends with a broken ankle for one crew member and a leg brace š | 


street Scenes are 
Ina nearby building, the aliens share a 
tors, who work at 
Бу the mother of all 
a beast with Spindly legs that 
eiling with its tentacles. Crea- 
ts production designer Patrick 
08, who sits Surrounded by 11 


: room with the art direc 


in New York, Washington, D.C., Utah, and L.A., Mars Attacks! : their desks overseen b 


admitted defeat by moving its release date to next Christmas, ) monsters, 
i grips the c 
i ture effec 
i Tatopoul 


studio [MGM, which bought the film after completion] thought : dd 
, E H т 1 ٠. merich 
we were nuts. The actors thought we were nuts. And really, : world, but for Emt 


who's to blame them? We were the guys who just made a : š 
i: generated images—¢ 


Dolph Lundgren movie [Universal Soldier]." 


StarGate's ultimate $200 million worldwide gross granted the i 
filmmakers breathing room on their next project. The idea of : 
an unlikely band of heroes saving the world from nasty invaders : ; E e e s 

Š i к i e Bonneville Salt Flats in Wen. 
came to Emmerich at the StarGate press junket in October paths for the first time on th n 


а аут рр irector i ieved in aliens. : : e i 
1994, when a reporter asked the director if he believed in ne ed E Emmerich, Roland's sister апа | | 


Within days, Devlin and Emmerich were pounding out a script. 


They sent it out on a Thursday two months later; on Friday, the ; 
filmmakers were in the middle of an intense bidding war. That : 


night, Twentieth Century Fox promised to pay them a salary : С О Cay. Geathino:stt Í 
of $7.5 million (plus a percentage of the profits), and Emmerich : President—is awed to be at t ° Enola Gay training site on | 
¦ the 50th anniversary of Hiroshima. Others have more mun- : 


and Devlin began preproduction. With an eye on an ensemble 


cast that would allow the concept to take center stage, Em- : 


merich and Devlin recruited Pullman as the President of the : : 
1 reflection off the salt, grumbles that "the texture of the salt is : 


United States, Goldblum as a chess genius anticipating the in- 


vaders' moves, and Smith as a fighter pilot. In a few days, three i 
conceptual artists had drawn the first storyboards of the tenta- : : i 
i tech K-Y jelly for its sheen, keeps losing its slime; when the į 
shot is finally ready, a salt storm kicks up, and with no visibil- : | 


cled aliens with an attitude. 


"I know some of it is fairly classic stuff for genre material," : 
says Pullman, who will rejoin Emmerich and Devlin this fall ; 
as coproducer and star of an action film called Supertanker. : 
"But [Emmerich and Devlin] never rest until a scene sounds : 
organic and not like a grade-B movie." With such a large : 
cast—supported by Robert Loggia, Judd Hirsch, Margaret : 
i for another. When the cast and crew return to Los Angeles · 
i two weeks later and learn that the Unabomber's latest threat | P 
i has made filming at Los Angeles International Airport a lo- 
: gistical nightmare, it seems like a fitting welcome home. 
Goldblum and Pullman, who had acted with nonexistent i 
e, AUG. 20, 1995, 3 P.M. While the cast prepares for 
i night shoots, 750 technicians are toiling at Howard Hughes’ 
; old aircraft plant, a sprawling warehouselike compound 
i backed up against barren cliffs on L.A.’s west side. Here, they 
i spend nine months producing special ef- ' 
; fects with both state-of-the-art and you- 
} can-do-this-at-home sleights of hand. In 
į the room next to the multimillion-dollar 
; computers that simulate a battle between 
; 150 F-18s and 150 Spaceships is the stand- 
; in for what Houston will look like from 
i E planes at night: a piece of black con- 
| | : struction paper, lit from the back, with 
Even before the first special effect on Independence Day was x Pe through it. Catastrophie high- 
Е с: cH ma by UFO panic, are 
duction: Director Tim Burton was preparing a similar film— ; whose umm mn он as 
Mars Attacks!—for Warner Bros. Burton, whom Devlin calls : of air; small-s cello naek ук a a 
i York skyline and L.A. Mea 


À п : set on fire with glee. 
tively new director and no proven box office star, ID had to : 


Colin, Star Trek: The Next Generation’s Brent Spiner, and 
Harry Connick Jr.—and so many special effects, the actors had 
to put in minimal screen time to receive star billing. “The 
amount of work I had is a third of the usual work,” says Smith. 


costars in Jurassic Park and Casper, respectively, were 
“aware that the movie is bigger than them, so they don’t have 
to carry it along,” explains Emmerich. 

What was carrying the filmmakers along at that moment was 
largely fear. The difficulties of working with a studio had been 
brought home to Emmerich and Devlin on StarGate, which was 
taken back by executive producer Mario Kassar and recut af- 
ter poor test screenings. When it received even lower scores 
the next time out, Emmerich and Devlin did another complete 
edit one week before release. (The filmmakers’ unpleasant ex- 
perience with MGM might account for the suspicious similarity 
between the name of ID's evil secretary of defense, Albert 
Nimziki, and that of MGM's head of advertising, Joe Nimziki.) 


completed, a big, scary alien craft was hanging over Emmerich’s 
and Devlin’s heads, pressuring them to race through prepro- 
“a genius,” was sure to attract A-list actors (Jack Nicholson and 
Annette Bening are among those who signed on). With a rela- 
reach screens first. When the filmmakers mapped out locations 

"We're doing something that's more Irwin Allen,” says 
Devlin. ^They're going for the humor, so in a sense, they'll 


become a parody of our film, which is pretty cool." 
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Enemies of 
The People 

The war of the worlds 
begins with 15-mile- 
wide warships spinning 
off the mother ship 
(top). ID's earthlings 
later learn the visitors 
are not the first aliens 
among us—geriatric 
ما‎ w versions are preserved 
TT RU in formaldehyde (above) 

S at tho top secret Arca 
51. After the invaders 
slice and dice the Big 
Apple (left) and KO the 
Statue of Liberty, Pull-. 
man (center), playing a 
former combat pilot- 
turncd-U.S. president, 
goes full throttle to 


galvanize the troops. 
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stepping up security in response to Unabomber 
and crew members to the set, : 


Earplugs and aviation safety tips are handed out to every- i 
: e scene in which a helicopter 

nmunieate with one more unseen spaceship. But : 
east 50 feet away" do little to re. : 


duce panic when the helicopter suddenly swerves and dips, and 


the rotor blast sends hundreds of cardboard earplug contain- 


flying through the air, as well as actors crashing onto their ` 
У «Т hate helicopters. It's like Twilight Zone,” Devlin 


i: Morrow and two children. 


Pullman is still the set's cheerleader. “You never feel like : 


i you're dwarfed by the technology," he says, preparing to run : 


purposefully up a ramp to an airplane that isn't actually there, : 


ЕТЕК THE LAST day of shooting on Nov. 3, “I ; 
thought I'd have to go to the hospital," says Devlin. I 
Emmerich spends 12 hours a day inside the editing : 
room, hopping next door to supervise the model : 
shoots and overseeing second-unit shots of exteriors. As of Jan. : 
4, with only 10 percent of the more than 500 special effects com- : 


"This is when the little mistakes show up," says Emmerich. : 


Devlin. "The bad guy has to suffer, and realize he's screwed, : 


| and realize he's going to die, and we don't have enough of that. : 
| We said [to Fox], ‘If you wait until you screen it, it will cost š 
; about 20 times as much as it will cost now.” i 
decide to take on the enemy—a dramatie moment that, after : 


"Its always like this when you have a movie finished,” says · 


: Emmerich. “You realize you're a little bit short here, or need to · 
: explain something better. It's not very expensive at this point : 


i because you just have to shoot some additional elements, and it į 


deadly serious of moments became completely hysterical,” } depends on how well you behaved during the rest of the show.” ! 


Smith admits. “We're supposed to be looking out at millions of ; Since Emmerich and Devlin are within budget, Fox hands à 


; them a check, good for more explosion i i 
3 , 2 s and alien ring. 
and hope it looks good.” But the actors aren't able to muster : I suffering 


the faces they need without giggling, and finally, at 12:30 a.m., i where they']l stay cooped up until the last moment, piecing : 


: together the actors with the models, inserting background i 
; explosions into the aetion, and making the aliens writhe in : 


+ AUG. 22, 1995, š A.M. Emmerich and Devlin pace : 


; agony. The film is trotted out to test audiences; unlike Star- : 
: Gate, the reactions are so : 
ich 
i du 
| plane—need to be made. B 
; the final touches are added 
r r i to a New York Screenin 
black hair is flecked with considerably more gray than one ; Attacks! star Jack Nichols 
month earlier. “If the models aren't ready, if we don't like : holding pose to applaud UE d. Days before the : 
i e end. re : 
; film opens, Devlin is optimis ANS | 
; Roland ever told те,” 
} not a genius, I'm not 


: ; geniuses. But if we w 
delfingen-born Emmerich around isn't helping. Nor are the : 


Emmerich and Devlin head back into the editing room, | 


| enthusiastic that only small : 
anges—like showing Randy Quaid’s character, a crop š 
ster, flying an F-18 in one Scene instead of his usual bi- | 
y June 20, with two weeks to go, i 
, and Independence Day is shown i 
8 audience that includes Mars ; 
eaks his stoic, stogie- : 


tic. “The most valuable thing i, 
Says Devlin, “was ‘Look, Dean, you're | 
à genius, and we're never going to be 


; ork really h 
we'll make a good movie,” * رن‎ Q n o due 


: guards who, | 
: threats, insist on escorting cast 


i one who will be within range ofth 


takes off to corr 
: suggestions like “Remain at l 


i ers 
: backsides. ‘ ; : 
yells, referring to the 1982 on-set crash that killed aetor Vic : 


aliens of all shapes and sizes, says : 
the creatures, sketched from de- : 
scriptions given by people who : 
claim to have seen them, are *very smart and very viscous." : 

Next door, Independence Day's pyrotechnicians are figur- : 
ing out how many explosives it takes to blow up the White { 
House. Emmerich and Devlin have already filmed scenes with : 
Pullman on the set used for The Americam President and : 
: pleted—something the ever-energetie Devlin says is both “right : 
i on schedule” and "terrifying"—the filmmakers decide they R 
: need an additional $750,000 to punch up the special effects. 


Partners 
In Slime 


ID's brain trust, Devlin 
(left) and Emmerich 


Nixon, but for detonation purposes, they construct a 10' x 4' 
model at a cost of $40,000. The team spends a week in August 
planning the computer-controlled explosion, which will cause 


the building to fly to pieces in a matter of seconds. “You can’t : 
i A scene in which an alien breaks out of its confines in an iso- i 
; lated room is a disappointment; the alien doesn't look real and : 
i needs to be reshot. “We've learned over the last couple of : 
} movies that it's not enough for the good guys to win,” says : 
losing it. The interior of the aliens’ base is vast—a 17-ton, : 


afford not to do it right," says Emmerich, who will later trun- 
dle off to an adjoining building and attempt to guide Goldblum 
and Smith through the actors' laughing fits. 

Despite the bleak setting, the pair of renegade heroes keep 


52,000-square-foot spaceship that has taken 30 people four 
months to build—but it's low-ceilinged enough to make the ac- 
tors claustrophobic. Here, Goldblum's and Smith's characters 


12 hours of repetition, is completely beyond them. The months 
of pretending to board planes that aren't there and duke it out 
with aliens that don't exist have taken their toll. “The most 


parading aliens," says Goldblum. “You sit there making faces 


Emmerich reschedules the shoot for the next day. 


outside the L.A. airport. By crunching and making up for lost 
days, they're still on schedule and on budget, and they've just 
won the right to use Independence Day as a title (Warner 
Bros. had owned the name), sparing them the anticipated em- 
barrassment of being called Invasion of something. “But 
there's still plenty of time for mistakes," says Devlin, whose 


them..." Emmerich sits in his director's chair, working on his 
fourth pack of cigarettes for the day. “Roland’s under a lot of 
stress," says his sister Ute. “This is really big for him." 

The German documentary camera crew following the Sin- 
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à cess that a second wave of toys 
E Is already scheduled for the end 
B of the year: There'll be more 


8 aliens, a bio-containment cham- 
E ber, and Russell (Randy Quaid) 
: and Dr. Okun (Brent Splner) ac- 
1 tion figures. 


“As a kid ١ remember loving a 


i movie and then being so disap- 
: pointed because the toy was 
: nothing like what I saw on the 
B screen. | wanted this to be dif- 
i ferent," says Devlin, who's al- 


ready considering the merchan- 


though It won't be a sequel to 


—Kenneth M. Chanko 


Guys and Dolls 


The tentacled beast (top) 
houses a small alien figure; Gold- 
blum (far left) holds his mini- 


doppelgiinger (center, up close) 
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didn't get it," says Devlin, "or : 
their level of commitment wasn't : 
: where we thought it should be. : 


simmering. Her 0 i 8 
8 shey Foods, the maker of Reese's, had Either they passed on us or we : 


stepped in after the Mars candy company decided it didn't : passed on them." By the time the : 
: St. Louis-based Trendmasters, г 
Reese's Pieces reap the benefits of that product placement. apes noun ton IES GUNEY an 

i Tarzan toys, stepped in, he says, 
* Fourteen years later, an underdog has won another i “we were ready to scrap the : 
: whole idea of a toy line." Instead, : 
: Fox and Trendmasters forged a : 
what may be the year's hottest merchandising deal. : deal for:tultems, Including two : 

i battle play sets (a New York ver- 8 
d sion and a larger L.A. version, i 
i with collapsing buildings), shiny i 
i 8-Inch-tall aliens (each with 
: eight “poseable” tentacles), and 
project to any and all comers. But H 
i Commander with a motion sen- 
i sor that, surprisingly, reveals a 
1 major plot point by splitting open 
i to reveal an alien inside. After 
Н some initial concern, all the play- i 
: ers finally agreed that giving i 


i away the secret wouldn't neces- 


a 14-inch-tall Alien Supreme 


sarily hurt (the toys started 
showing up over Memorial Day 
weekend). Says Fox’s VP of licens- 


Ing and merchandising, Michael : 
: dising opportunities for his and 
i Emmerich’s next movie. Al- 


Malone, “We thought It would 
only up the want-to-see.” 


“We saw the project as not : 
š Independence Day, the toy pos- 
movie, which would've been : sibilities are still plentiful: 1997 Is 
a problematic sell, but as a Š likely to bring a remake of elther 


i Fantastic Voyage or Godzilla. 


just a niche science-fiction 


blg crowd-pleasing adventure 
movie,” says .ل‎ Russell Hornsby, 


Trendmasters' co-CEO. “Kind of ; 
like Star Wars meets Top Gun : 


with a little Allen thrown In." 


Devlin, Fox, and Trendmasters А 
| are so sure of the movie's suc- : 
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AS E.T. WAS FOLLOWING a Reese's Pieces trail into : 


the record books back in 1982, the folks over at Mars were : 


want some alien popping its prized M&M's; to this day, 


round. As /ndependence Day opens, Mattel, Hasbro, Tyco, 


and Kenner are idling on the sidelines, without a piece of 


: ger," he recalls. “Let's just say 
he attention to detail wasn't 
here." So for three days, Devlin 
at in Fox's booth, pitching the 


D wasn't seen as a "franchise" 
property—it wasn't a Disney car- 
oon, it had no name recognition, 
and it wasn't from George Lucas 
or Steven Splelberg. Even Dragon- 
heart was predicted to be hotter. 
The toy companies "either 


Instead, Twentieth Century Fox 
and cowriter-producer Dean Dev- 
ملا‎ opted for the comparatively 
small Trendmasters, Inc., to pro- 
duce its line of movle tle-in toys. 
The David-versus-Goliath story 
began in February 1995, when 
Devlin arrived at New York's Toy 
Falr determined not to rellve his 
disappointment with Hasbro over 
StarGate's toys. “The Jaye David- 
son doll looked like Schwarzeneg- 
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Tattoos, dolls, and websites: 


TORI AMOS fans are as devoted 
to her as she is їо her music 


i philes on the Internet, and who adopt 
: Tori-speak when they talk about the 


"She tastes like a magical leader 
pied-piping us into the new millenni- 


i n Says Amos loyalist Michael 
: Merriam, 17, a gr а "fr 
Yet tickets for her 1996 Dew Drop : Vermont. can e e 
: Inn tour disappeared in less than a | 
i day—making it one of the highest 
i grossing tours of the spring ($4.4 : 
; million). Even more astounding? The : 
i news that Amos’ Atlantic Records is i need to express their own essential 
; giving her a vanity label—an honor į Tori-ness. The pheno 

: usually reserved for prima divas like : P ARE 
i Mariah Carey and Madonna, 


think of Springsteen or the Grateful : 


faerie kingdom giving us one chance 


; at enlightenment.” 


Huh? Exactly. 
Most Toriphiles have an intense 


; well beyond a bunch of young people 


i rushing ov 4 od ars 

8 Not bad for a girl at a piano who i dee л т 
i sings about self-discovery, rape, i name and the quixotic i 3 98 

; God, betrayal, and “tuna rubber a i “We both know it was ee 
; little blubber in my igloo.” БОЛУК a girl back in 
; for Tori p 
; Tori videos, anal 


i Really 


Toriphiles also gather 
arties where they watch 
Уге Tori songs, read 
Deep Thoughts, a Tori 


Huh? Well, the surreal thing is all 


d part of the appeal, her fans will tel] 
i you. Fans who call themselves Tori- 


B Y 
JEANNE 
MARIE 
LAS KAS 


Токт AMOS STEPS on stage at the : 
Benedum Center in Pittsburgh on а · 
muggy May evening, greeted by : 
high-pitched, out-of-proportion : 
screams reminiscent of Beatles fans. : 
She smiles at the mostly female Í 
twentysomething crowd and waves : 
both hands. These mere Tori motions : 
bring on louder screams. She cocks į 
her little Tori head in embarrass- į 
: You should: She has one of pop mu- 
; sic’s most devoted followings. The 
i petite pianist-vocalist with curly red : singer they call their goddess. 
; hair has never had a hit single, re- : 
+ ceives relatively little radio play, and : 
i her third and current solo album, 
: Boys for Pele, hasn't gone platinum. : 
the piano, legs straddling the bench : 


ment, and this brings that Tori 
screaming to a truly piercing pitch. 
“I love you, Tori!” shouts a woman 
in the front row. 
“I love you more!” shouts another. 
They reach for Amos like sinners 
at a revival meeting as she takes to 


seductively. She plays a few bars and 
tosses her hair, allowing a lock to fall 
just so. She lifts her hands off the pi- 
ano, turns to her crazed fans, then 
lieks her lips. It is perfect. A perfect 
package of hypnotizing passion. 


WHEN YOU THINK rock cult, you 
Dead. You do not think Tori Amos. 


Altar States 


Amos gets in touch with some of her 
fervent followers (top) on the Denver 
stop of the Dew Drop Inn tour 
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Y DAN PEEBLES 


NMinwnwa2H3ae D«nmow 


In fact, Amos’ manager, Arthur Spi- 


drive to my shrink, listening to Tori sing 
*Crucify. It hit me emotionally. She's 


few artists are doing now. Or if they are, 


* And she's more about healing. You 
know, these fans, all they're really try- 
ing to do is thank her." 

Take, for instance, Melissa Caldwell of 
the fanzine Really Deep Thoughts, 
which now boasts 800 subscribers. “I 


says Caldwell, who receives about 500 
letters a month from people expressing 
similar sentiments in the form of draw- 


As for Amos, she is nothing if not for- 


And anyway, there is this matter of. 
blue cheese, which still has not arrived. 


and Amos goes at the salad with both 
"If somebody needs to collect a million 
Some people have baseball cards." 
But what about covering your body 


"Oh, I met that guy," she says. “He 


many is this? This is a good number. I re- 


“And I was like, You know, Tori, just 


The phone rings. It’s someone from 


“Hello?” says Arnos. “Everything is 
fine. We got the blue cheese ourselves, 


; let them scream at you for it. Okay? Oh, 
} everybody has a bad day. I know. I’ve 
} had bad days too,” 


And it goes on like this, Amos the 


: ing Tori confessions and Tori testimoni- : watching someone go through therapy.” 


! als and poems to Tori: “Turn it up, : 


š i i i ve as in therapy when he discovered 
: baby...and sing my salvation.” ; vak, was а 


i her in L.A. in the early 1990s. “I would 


: reaching out to people—which I think 


: i are, : зіла‘ 701:10 sucks’ way. 
i that she writes her own songs. They are, : it’s па The world ay 


: she insists, “energy forces” she is merely : 
i capturing and translating. “To take : 
: credit for them,” she says as only Amos : 
i ean, “would be like taking credit for the ` 
i sunset if you're a painter.” 
: Бог another thing, there is this mat- : 
: ter of blue cheese. In a Manhattan hotel : 
Í room prior to taping Late Show With : wanted to give something back to Tori 
: David Letterman, Amos doesn't want to 
; talk inspiration. She's too busy trying to : 
; stave off starvation. Room service sent : 
up the salad, the Coke, the asparagus : 
: ings, poems, and testimonials. 


: Columbus, Ohio, who, in 1992, started 


: for what I felt she had given to me,” 


i An assistant heads out on a blue cheese 
i mission herself. She returns victorious 
; her name to Tori at 17), this daughter of : 
: a Methodist preacher studied at the 
i Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore un- : 
į til she was expelled, at 11, for not adher- : 
i ing to the standards of classical musi- 
i cianship. After releasing the ill-fated Y | 
i Kant Tori Read?, a rock-chick rant, in i 
i the mid-80s, she began composing clas- 
} sically influenced piano melodies with : 
i breathy, uninhibited vocals and just a i 
; dash of blasphemy (“So you can make 
i me cum that doesn't make you Jesus"). : 
} On Little Earthquakes she sang about : 
; rape—and gained herself a reputation 
; for songs that foster healing. The album : li roh rend 
i sold more than 2 million, as did its 1994 : EDDA а 
; follow-up, Under the Pink. On Boys for 
i Pele, she sings about breaking up with 
; her boyfriend, and the catharsis gained i 


from a trip to Hawaii; the Pele in the al- i room service 


i hands, smiling with delight. 

| pictures of me,” she says, “well, then 
} that's what they need to do. I mean, 
} With Tori tattoos? 


i Was so sweet. He asked me how many 
; more tattoos he should get. I said: ‘How 


; ally love this number a lot” And I gave 


him a hug. And he said something to me 


| accept that. And that's what I am. Em, 
; like, a really good girlfriend." 


= ` WHEN CONFRONTED with the fanati- : 
i eism her music inspires, Amos, 32, does 
+ not accept responsibility. 


For one thing, she does not believe 


tips, but forgot the blue cheese. 


"Pm so hungry I don't know that ГЇЇ: 
i giving of her fans' various forms of ex- 
i pression. “I’m too wacky for most 
i weirdos,” she says. “Who am I to judge?" 


Born Myra Ellen Amos (she changed 


bum title is an island fire goddess. 


Since her signing in 1986, Amos’ label à 


has also exhibited a slavish devotion to i so everything is fine. Huh? No, really it's 


Les ¦ okay. Jus : m 
; it into guerrilla warfare,” says Atlantic : thom tell them to relax... Oh, don't 


u Records chief Val Azzoli, who claims he 
i knew that the Amos phenomenon 
; would not follow the path of the typical : 


i pop artist. “The Tori fascination is like + Birlfriend—and guru—at ke 
—at work. 


er music. “The whole company turned 


ue 


Pedaling Her Wares 


Amos in her element, center stage with her 
music, and listening to her own drummer 


fanzine that includes an *ediTORIal," d 
and play Tori trivia games. (Favorite ice i 
cream? Ben & Jerry's Cherry Garcia.) : 
i be able to concentrate," she says. She's 
: dressed in a mismatched thrift-shop 
i jumper and sweater, and heels. Her hair 
} is pulled back, revealing ears that pop : 
; out, the kind befitting a child prodigy 3 
i who believed herself to be a nerd. 


One legendary Toriphile is covering his 
entire body with Tori tattoos. 

All in an effort to express thyself, 
Tori-style. Take Pat Kochie, 43, a home- 
maker from Southampton, N.Y. “Tori’s 
songs are more than music,” she says. 


"They're environments. Some songs are i 


actually incubators for my girls." 

Her “girls” are her dolls. Hearing 
“Silent All These Years,” a coming-of- 
age anthem from Amos’ 1992 release, 
Little Earthquakes, encouraged Kochie 
to do what she had dreamed of: make 
clay dolls. The first adult doll she sculpt- 
ed was...Tori. Later she made a Tori-as- 
infant doll. She gave both to Amos, then 
went on to sell dolls nationwide to Demi 
Moore and other notable collectors. 
Kochie now charges $1,500 for her 
dolls—most of which bear a resemblance 
to Amos. “And as each doll goes in the 
oven,” says Kochie, “I always play Tori's 
song ‘Mother, as crazy as that sounds." 

To Toriphiles, it does not sound crazy 
at all. On the Web, a search for Tori 
Amos retrieves thousands of hits, in: 
cluding more than 70 home pages de 
voted to her. (Her Atlantic Records site 
received 2 million hits when Boys for 
Pele was released in January.) And said 
pages aren’t just discographies or 
downloadable Tori screensavers. We're 
talking the First International Church 
of Tori complete with a link to the Al- 
tar Room, which is “devoted to praise 
of our Patron Saint herself.” We're talk- 
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E DISCRIMINATING MOVIE FAN. 


LASERS” 


* Letterbox 


Virtuosity — 
Apollo 13 


Ace ce Ventura 2: 2: 
When Nature Calls 


x 1447903 
E 1490309. 
*1242908 
*1482900 


Ace Ventura: Pet Detective 
Hackers 


The Indian In The 


Cupboard *1456201 


Mute | Witness - 


Raising g Arizona ` 


0203000 
*1485101 
- 1487107 
*1469808 


American Gigolo 
Desperado 
Party Girl 
Cocoon 
WF 
The Bridges Ot 
Madison County 

The Brothers McMullen 

Carrington 

Clockers 

Copycat 

Cutthroat Island 

Malirats 


Never Talk To 
Strangers 


Persuasion 
Rain Man 
Spaceballs 


1509900* 
1495902“ 
1932003* 
1491208* 
1490804* 
1502400* 
1501907* 


1502004* 
1491703* 
1294008* 
0276600* 


A Vampire In 


Brooklyn 1502806* 


A Walk In 
The Clouds 


Love And Human Remains 
(Unrated) 

Above Suspicion ( (1995) 
Hamburger Hill 

Young (Guns — 

The Secret Of Roan Inish 
Under Slege 

Nine Months — 


1496504. 


1484104 
1483700 
*1472109 
*1465608 
1460500 

. *1077908 
— 1502301 
*1440908 
*1491505 
"1452309 
"1479401 


Days Of Heaven 
Fair Game 

Species 

The Usual Suspects 


it 


DHR/DHW 
DHS/DHX 
О Discover 


Exp. Date 


O VISA 


Apt. 
State 
) 


11-7/96 


Е-е 
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Sus Club purchases lo: 


D AMEX 


EA. 


DISCS 


PLUS l MORE AT GREAT SAVINGS! 


SEE DETAILS BELOW, 
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ea тө 


Bee 


UNDER SIEGE 2 
DARK TERRITORY 
1483007* 


STRANGE DAYS 
1502608* 


11273002 


_`1453703 


_ "1864405 
1452101 
_ 1462506 


_ "1888008. 


1491000 
1491406 


Close Encounters 
Of The Third Kind 
(Special Edition) 


An American Werewolf 
In London 


Interview With The 0 
Vampire 


Johnny Mnemonic 


Clueless 


(The Dir.'s Cu) _ 


All About Eve (Remastered) 
The Invaders 


x "1286103 


*0681106 


. 71402601 


*1402502 
71371301 


Phone No. ( 
following apply to you? (41) 
| Ngee ops siet Dow PC wiña CDROM (2 Be SUE 


The Extra-Terrestrial 
Allens (THX) 


Dept. 6ES, PO. Box 11 12, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 
Yes, please enroll me under һе terms oulined i in this advertisement, As a member, | need buy 
only 4 more selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 2 years. 


Send me these З laserdiscs for $1.00 each-plus $175 each shipping and handling (total $8.25]. 


BUY YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW—AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 
D Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.75 shipping/handling, 
which I'm adding lo my $8.25 payment (otal $29.95]. then need buy only 3 


more [instead of 4) in the next 2 years, 


Please Check How Paying: 
C] Charge my introductory laserdiscs Dd 
CI Diners Club 


O MasterCard 
Acct. No. 
Signature. 
Nome 
Address 

City 

Zip 

Do any of the 


BRAVEHEART 
1491604* 


WATERWORLD 
1472000* 


STAR WARS (THX) 
1416007* 

Return Of The Jedi (THX) ^ *1415900 
The Empire Strikes 
Back (THX) й 
Clive Barker's Lord. 
Of Illusions 


1415801 


11471804 

1856005 
__ "0844605 
— "1460104. 


A Clockwork Orange 
Jaws —— 
First Knight | 5 
The Last Of The 
Mohicans (1992) — ‘1071406 
1453604 
1483908. 
"1484005 
1469907. 
"1478502 


Living Ino Oblivion ` 


Clear And Present 
Danger 


The Sound ot Music Ж 
The Abyss 


. 1926305 
*0003905 
"0881102 


mail the response card always provided 
by the date specified. And you'll always 
have 14 days to decide; if not, you may 
retum the selection at our expense. 


Money-Saving Bonus Plan. If you 
continue your membership after fulfilling 
your obligation, you'll be eligible for our 
generous bonus plan. It enables you to 
enjoy great savings on the movies you 
want — for as long as you decide to 
remain a member! 


10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send details 
of the Club's operation with your 
introductory package. If not satisfied, retum 
everything within 10 days at our expense 
for a full refund and no further obligation. 
For fastest service, use your credit card 


„апа call us toll-free 24 hours a day: 
DL 54 5 De 18 


"6c 


ata Time, ® 


LASERDISC CLUB 


Die Hard With 

A Vengeance 

Top Gun 

(Remastered) 
Bladerunner 
(The Dir's Cut) 

Rob Roy ` 

Predator Е 

Тһе Отеп 

Тһе Professional В 
Pink Floyd: The Wal — — 
Basic Instinct 
Backdraft 


*1462209 
—1429406. 


*1097906 
*1423201 
0364901 
71207901 
1364801 
_ 71293802 
1033208 


"0559005 


CLUB FAVORITES 


Assassins 1491109* 


A Nightmare On 
Elm Street 


Outbreak 
Jurassic Park 


1460401* 
1389501* 
1264001* 
1432509* 
1327105* 
1333202* 
1334903* 


Batman Forever 
True Lies 
Forrest Gump 
Stargate 


Star Trek 
Generatlons 


Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day. 


The Shawshank 
Redemption 


Bad Boys 


1382803* 
0233205* 


1345503* 
1451806* 


Philadelphia ` 
The Silence Of 
The Lambs ` 
Cliffhanger 


Bridge On The River 3 
Kwal (Restored) 


2001: A Space Odyssey 
Goodfellas NES 
Immortal Beloved 
Dolores Clalborne 

The Odd Couple 

Ferris Bueller's Day Off 
Casper (The Movie) 
The Fugitive — — 


The Hunt For Red | 
October 


"1251404 


0805309 
810493011 


"1143809 
*0844308 


0969808 
*1972309 
"1451905 
*1460807 

170427302 
__ 1427905 
"1197706 


*0825000 


Here's a great way to build a collection 
of your favorite movies — on laserdisc! 
Just write in the numbers of the 3 
laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus 
shipping and handling. In exchange, you 
simply agree to buy four more laserdiscs 
in the next two years, at regular Club 
prices (currently as low as $29.95, plus 
shipping/handling) — and you may cancel 
membership at any time after doing so. 
What's more, you can get still one more 
movie for the low price of $19.95 and 
have less to buy later (see complete 
details in coupon). 


Free Magazine sent every four weeks 
(up to 13 times a year) reviewing our 
Director's Selection — plus scores of 
alternate choices, including many lower- 
priced laserdiscs. And you may also 
receive Special Selection mailings up to 
four times a year. (That's up to 17 buying 
opportunities a year.) 


Buy only what you wantl If you want 
the Directors Selection, do nothing — it 
willbe sent automatically, If you prefer an 
alternate selection, or none at all, just 
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Fitzgerald, swinging here in the 


n a т 
40s, jumped from Jazz clubs to Concert halls 
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Fitzgerald reached in 
two shows a night, on 
the road across the 
globe. Her extempora- 
neous lyrics to the title 
song (the result of her 
forgetting the original) 
are alone worth the 
price of admission. 


The First Lady of 
Song (Verve 517 898-2): 
Issued in honor of Fitz- 
gerald's 75th birthday 
in 1993 (which actually 
was her 76th), this high- 
ly recommended three- 
CD set samples Ellas 
entire Verve ezperience, 
with highlights from all 
her albums of that in- 
credibly fruitful decade 
(1956-1966), including 
the live sets, the song- 
books, and those amaz- 
ing collaborations. 


The Concert Years 
(Pablo 4414): Spanning 
four CDs and 30 years 
(1953-1983), this su- 
perlative live collection 
doubles as a primer of 
the Lady's great later 
years, with guest ap- 
pearances by Duke 
Ellington and Count 
Basie, as well as her 
most rewarding collab- 
orator of the ‘70s and 
"80s, supersensitive 
guitarist Joe Pass. It's 
the only time that five 
hours of a single voice 
has left a listener want- 
ing so much more. 


ESSENTIAL ELLA 
ALBUMS NOT ON CD: 
Miss Ella Fitzgerald 
and Mr. Gordon 
Jenkins Invite You to 
Listen and Relax, her 
all-time finest collec- 
tion of *big" ballads 
with strings; Whisper 
Not. a stunning cool 
jazz set from 1965; 
JATP: The Ella Fitz- 
gerald Set, stellar 
concerts from 1949 to 
1954; and Lullabies 
of Birdland, a» 
authoritative assem- 
blage of Fitzgerald's 
scat masterpieces, in- 
cluding *Flyiug Home," 
and *Lady Be Good." 
Four decades later, 
Birdland remains the 
greatest collection of 
vocal improvisation 
ever compiled. —WF 


All titles: A 


NT WEEKLY 


la was simple: the 
greatest singer, the best 


songs, and, on these two 
packages in particular, 
the most appropriate 
accompaniment. Gersh- 
win teams Lady Fitz 
with adult-pop genius 
orchestrator Nelson 
Riddle. Ellington posits 
her in two contexts in- 
spired by the great 
composer-bandleader, a 
Duke-ish small band 
and the full orchestra. 
For well-hecled listen- 


UALS піна 


Too marvelous for words: Ella in L.A., circa 1978 


ers, there's the 16-CD 
box, The Complete 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Songbooks (519 832). 


THE Louis 
ARMSTRONG 
COLLABORATIONS: 
Along with Connee 
Boswell (Fitzgerald's 
girlhood idol and the 
star singer of the 
Boswell Sisters vocal 
trio), the Mighty Satch- 
mo served as Filzger- 
primary early in- 
Jfluence—he invented 
scat singing and she 
perfected it. On a series 
of 40s and '50s singles 
for Decca and three al- 
bums for Verve—Ella 
and Louis (825 373-2), 
Ella and Louis Again 
(825 374-2), and their 
reworking of Gersh- 
win’s Porgy and Bess 
(827 475-2)—Fitzgerald 
and Armstrong became 
a team made in heaven. 


Mack the Knife: The 
Complete Ella in 
Berlin (Verve 519 564-2): 
This 1960 LP put the 
concept of the live al- 
bum on the map by doc- 
umenting the brilliance 


ENTERTAINME 


Ella: The Legendary 
Decca Recordings 
(Decca Jazz GRD4-648) 
and The 75th Birth- 
day Collection (Decca 
Jazz GRD2-619): While 
there is no complete 
collection of the First 
Lady's first 20 years 
with Decca Records 
(1935-1955), MCA has 
issued two worthwhile 
samplers—the four-CD 
Ella and the double disc 
75th Birthday. Both 
cover her career from 


her timid teenage Chick 
Webb days up through 
her first flowering, 
including her inspired 
meetings with Louis 
Jordan, the Mills 
Brothers, and others. 


Pure Ella (Decca Z 
GRD-636) and The In- 
timate Ella (Verve 83: 
838): These sumpluous 
ballad albums provide the 
direct inverse of the extro- 
verted scat numbers scat- 
tered throughout the Dec- 
ca collections. Fitzgerald, 
at her most vulnerable 
and accompanied only by 
a pianist (Ellis Larkins 
on the first, Paul Smith. 
on the second), reveals 
her heart, her soul, and. 


for once, her vibrato. 


THE SONGBOOKS: No 
two projects ever lived up 
to the potential of the 
Fitzgerald songbook se- 
ries more than two triple- 
disc sets on Verve, Ella 
Fitzgerald Sings the 
George & Ira Gersh- 
win Songbook (825 
024-2) and Ella Fitzger- 
ald Sings the Duke 
Ellington Songbook 
(837 035-2). The formu- 


THE PROBLEM WITH thinking of Ella Fitzgerald as 
dead is that it's impossible to believe she was mortal 
to begin with. Billed as the First Lady of Swing while 
still a teenager, Fitzgerald was later redubbed the 
First Lady of Song by nightclub owners. In the early 
"705, Mel Tormé rechristened her the High Priestess 
of Song, and by the time of her death, on June 15, 1996, 
she had achieved the status of an immortal. + Fitz- 
gerald personified jazz for more than 60 years. More 
significantly, she earned the undying affection of a 
mass audience comparable to that of any pop icon— 
it’s hard to imagine any other jazz artist being asked 
to endorse Memorex or American Express. She tran- 
scended the big-band and prerock eras, continuing to 
top the jazz charts into the '90s by offering her uncom- 
promised mixture of swing and standards. « Fitz- 
gerald's nimble, ebullient voice first slipped into the 
American consciousness in 1935, when she sang for 
hard-swinging Chick Webb and his orchestra and soon 
landed her biggest hit, “A-Tisket, A-Tasket." In addi- 
tion to releasing some 250 albums, an output far sur- 
passing any other female performer's, Fitzgerald made 
films and hundreds of TV appearances (including the 
Ed Sullivan Show and the Kennedy Center Honors). 
Along the way, she married twice, the second time to 
jazz bass virtuoso Ray Brown, with whom she adopt- 
ed her only child, Ray Brown Jr. + “There's a breeze 
blowing across this land now that she's gone,” mourns 
vocalist Jon Hendricks. But Fitzgerald herself would 
never conclude a show, let alone her life, on such a 
somber note. As she ended one 1974 concert: “I want 
to leave you happy/Don't want to leave you sad” © 


BY WILL FRIEDWALD 


“...1s it good or bad that our twelve-year-old М 
looking through a Victoria's Secret catalogue? 


“...my father won't accept a woman as a priest. 
L] L] 99 
You think he’s going to accept one as my lover? 


|22 


“...well maybe your eggs are as hostile 
to my sperm as you are to me. ор 


The last word on relationships 
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A street beat is turning 
the dance world upside down 


ПИ 


YOUR TICKET TO THE BEST hem IN TOWN. > 


T'S HALF-TIME at the 
first game of the NBA Fi- 
nals. The pulsing electron- 
ic beat of house music fills 
Chicago's United Center, 
and a dozen performers hit 
the floor. Suddenly, the B- 
ball fans aren't cheering the balletic 
swoop of Michael Jordan or the 


prowl of Dennis Rodman—they're 


jamming to choreographer Elaine 
MeLaurin's The Murk Groove. 
"When the dancers started, the fans 
were restless,” says McLaurin, 31, of Chicago's 
Hubbard Street Dance. “But all of a sudden, 
the crowd was hooked." 

Who wouldn't be? The sizzling dance piece 
showed off the kind of bump and grind usually 
seen in clubs instead of sports arenas, forcing 
fans off their seats and onto their feet. AII 
across the country, there's a potent movement 
in movement, a street-smart vibe influencing 
some of the hottest dancers and choreogra- 
phers making dance today. From Broadway's 
Big and Bring in 'Da Noise, Bring in 'Da 
Funk—and its Tony-winning choreographer, 
Savion Glover—to the national tour of Stomp 
(which stole this year's Oscar telecast) to 
countless summer dance festivals, the new 
take on dance is an edgier, in-your-face deal, 
with moves taken off the street, out of the 
clubs, and straight into the once-rarefied mi- 
lieu of the dance stage. 

San Francisco-based choreographer 
Robert Moses personifies the wave: His com- 
pany, Robert Moses' Kin (performing this Au- 
gust in San Francisco), daringly explores the 
lives and struggles of the black community. 
Moses, 33, a former dancer for American Bal- 
let Theater and Twyla Tharp, now creates an 
irresistible fusion of jazz and hip-hop dance, 
along with aspects of traditional African 
movement. Street dance “has always been а 
part of what I've done,” says Moses. 

Likewise, Susan " 
Stroman, the Tony- | SWEEPING AMERICA: 
nominated choreog- : 
rapher of Big, has 
felt the far reach of. 


| SUMMER DANCE 


Üver the next few months, you can see an eclectic mix 
of dance wrap around the country. Here's a sampling 
of the artists paving the way for street dance: 


Ф Alvin Alley: July 17-20 (Atlanta). The Olympic Arts 
Festival hosts the premier African-American mod- 
ern-dance company. (404-224-1835) 


MM ب‎ 


© Big: Ongoing (New York City). Susan Stroman's 
choreography (below, top) rocks in this movie stage 
adaptation. (212-239-6200) 


| $ Bring in ‘Da Noise, Bring in ‘Da Funk: Ongoing (New 
York City). Dancer-choreographer Savion Glover and 
| director George C. Wolfe won Tonys for the hot ticket 
on Broadway. (212-239-6200) 


STEPPING OUT 


| ® Dances for Wave Hill: July 17, 21 (Bronx, N.Y.). Featuring several 
choreographers, including Amy Sue Rosen and Derek Bernstein, a Now К 
York duo who combine dance with artful Installations. (212-989-6830) 


> Humor Unplucked: July 11-14, 18-21 (New York City). The wit and Ë 
dance of choreograph- 
ers Dale Fournier, David | 
Parker, Claire Porter. 
(212-691-4551) 


>» Jacob's Pillow: (Becket, 
Mass.). This venerable In- 
stitution's 64th season 
features Nikolais and 
À Murray Louis Dance, July. 
9-13; Mark Morris Dance Group, 
٠ duly 16-20; Paul Taylor Dance Co., 
July 23-27; Everett Dance The- 
. atre, July 25-28; Miami City Bal- 
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the Sugar Hill Gang. 

If the positive critical and 
audience response to shows 
like Stomp and Bring in ‘Da 
Noise is any indication, audi- 
ences will soon see even more 
youth-influenced dance styles 
on the stage. For New York- 
based choreographer Neil 
Greenberg, incorporating 
"705 club moves into his elec- 
trifying The Disco Project 
was natural. “Disco is the 
only dancing I’ve ever done 
that I didn’t study, which 
makes it really potent,” says 
Greenberg. 

More and more dance art- 
ists are breaking out of a 
movement vocabulary estab- 
lished by modern-dance pio- 
neers like Martha Graham in 
the ’40s and '50s. Choreog- 
rapher Sarah Skaggs says, 
in fact, that she “wanted to 
tear down the wall between 
performer and audience.” 
Taking the idea of club 
dancing and performance to 
its inevitable next level, her 
troupe, Sarah Skaggs 
Dance, has recently 
merged dance per- 
formance with dance 
party. “I wanted to 
do something for my 
community,” Skaggs 
says. “So we rented 
out a space in New [Ф 
York, passed out = 
fliers, and did our thing.” 

Their “thing” was Higher 
Ground, a performance piece 
that evolves into an all-out 
rave. But will it play in the 
heartland? Skaggs laughs. 
“When we brought Higher 
Ground to Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka, there were these older 
gentlemen watching as we 
were setting up,” she says. 
“They were skeptical at first, 
but we played some swing 
music and they started danc- 
ing. And when the deejay 
switched to house music, 
they were still dancing.” € 


hip-hop in her choreography. 
In the current Broadway hit, 
Stroman has accomplished 
the wondrous feat of making 
kids look like kids and not 
professional dancers, with 
the performers reveling in 
the dynamic, energetic move- 
ment of childhood. 

“The days when high art 
was something that sat alone 
upon a shelf are gone,” af- 
firms Joe Goode, artistic di- 
rector of San Francisco’s 
dance-theater corps the Joe 
Goode Performance Group. 
“Today, everyone references 
pop culture.” 

That morphing of street 
vibes and high art may be, in 
part, related to the short 
attention-span conditioning of 
a generation reared on the in- 
formation superhighway. But 
this connection has always 
existed on some level. “It 
started with Twyla Tharp, 
when she choreographed 
Deuce Coupe in 1973 and used 
the Beach Boys’ music and 
graffiti artists on stage,” says 
Laurie Uprichard, executive 
director of New York’s Dan- 
space Project. “There was an 
attempt to give value and val- 
idation to popular music and 
popular dance." 

Despite this ever-more 
frequent collision, Hubbard 
Street's founder and artistic 
director, Lou Conte, is quick 
to note that the hip-hop 
moves in Murk Groove are 
not representative of the 
group's eclectie repertoire. 
"[Hip-hop] is a faddish kind 
of dance,” says Conte. “It's 
not going to be a classie and 
stay with us forever." 

Counters Moses: “It is ab- 
solutely not a fad. If you 
[saw] a Harlem kid dancing 
in the 20s and a kid dancing 
in the "70s, the moves are vir- 
tually identical. Only the '20s 
kid is dancing to a harmonica 
and the "70s kid is dancing to 
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SHEET MUSIC: Schneider writes 
daily in her Manhattan apartment 


rector of the Carnegie Hall Jazz 
Band. *Like Frank Foster and 

Slide Hampton, she gets great 
colors and harmonies.” 

Raised in the small town of 
Windom, Minn., Schneider 
came to New York in 1985 to 
work and study with her idols 
Bob Brookmeyer and Gil 
Evans, with whom she forged 
an exciting compositional style. 
In 1988, with her then husband, 
trombonist and composer John 
Fedehock, she led an orchestra 
at Visiones that evolved into 
her current group. That ensem- 
ble includes some of the best 
young players on the New York 
scene, like trumpeter Greg Gis- 
bert and bassist Tony Scherr. 

On being a female conductor, 
Schneider mentions the time 
a woman commented to her, 
“165 fun to see such a powerful 
band with a woman in front." 
Remarks Faddis, “1 think her 
music and her arrangements 
stand up with anybody, regard- 
less of race, creed, or sex." 


“Т hope that [being a woman] |! 


doesn't help or hurt," Schnei- 


der says. “It’s hopefully about |: 


the music.” —Will Friedwald 


"My father was a big Ernest 
Hemingway fan,” says Arman- 


BULLOCK 


\ 
Ë` h 


NIGHOLSON 


d go to Havana and find Hemingway drinking at this bar 


"t alone—Gary Cooper and Errol Flynn also 
favored the Havana Spot, which was built in 


1890. “People would go to drink and socialize. 
And It works: 
Castro's El Floridita (which he co-owns with his 
an Intimate Cuban restaurant-salsa 
club In Hollywood, Is a favorite hideaway for the 
'90s Tinseltown; on any 
| Jack. Nicholson, Jimmy Smits, 
| Robert Duvall, and Sandra Bullock can be found 
ndays, Johnny. 
perform East 
while weekends. find 
: ‘style. As for Armando. 
Lá 


IGTIME 


New York composer Maria Schneider 


SCORING 


makes beautiful music every Monday night 


tral jazz. “I don’t want people to 
say, ‘This isn’t Count Basie, ” 
Schneider says. “I want them to 
give themselves over to the mu- 
sic.... That's why I call it an or- 
chestra, not a big band. But 
there definitely are moments of 
big-band power. And it does 
grab them, if they're open to it." 
"She has a wonderful com- 
mand of the orchestra as an in- 
strument,” says Jon Faddis, di- 


L.A.'S EL FLORIDITA 


 MAMBOKINGDOM 


do Castro Jr. “He' 
called El Floridita.” Papa wasn 


That's what we've created here.” 


| father), 


Coopers and Flynns of 
given night, 


| grooving to the music. On Mo: 
| Polanco y. Conjunto Amistad! 
5 Goast-flavorad ‘Salsa, 
| Cubanakan's traditional 

ha ma 


HEN A photographer 
suggests shooting Maria 
Sehneider in her bath- 
tub, the New York- 
based jazz orchestra leader and 
composer sighs. “You wouldn't 
shoot Aaron Copland in a 
bathtub," she jokes. Well, 
perhaps, but Copland didn’t 
look like this. 

If Sehneider's strawberry 
blond, blue-eyed looks get the 
paparazzi’s pulses racing, her 
music has the cognoscenti en- 
raptured. Critics and fans alike 
regard Schneider, 35, as one of 
the most dynamic new voices in 
jazz. The proof is in the growing 
queue of young listeners out- 
side her home base, a boxy little 
jazz club called Visiones in New 
York’s Greenwich Village, 
where Schneider's 18-piece en- 
semble performs every Monday. 
Capping off a recent hot streak 
that began with a commission 
for Schneider to compose a ma- 
jor piece (entitled Æl Viento) for 
Carnegie Hall in 1994, her sec- 
ond album, Coming About, has 
just been released. 

She calls her music orches- 


Hear Here! 


July 10, Gape God @ A potent 
dose of zydeco comes to Cape 
Cod when Chenier (below) hits 
the Wellfleet Beachcomber. Son 
of the legendary Clifton, C.J. is 
a master of the Baldoni accor- 
dion and leader of the Red Hot 
Louisiana Band—so you may 
need that cool ocean breeze 
afterward. (508-349-6055; $10) 


July 16, Los Angeles ¢ Is it 
Incan royalty or just plain ol" 
Amy Camus, the Brooklynite 
who spells her name backward 
for the stage, appearing at 
House of Blues? Doesn’t mat- 
ter: Her four-octave voice is a 
~ blend of tropical rhythm, tribal 
tones, and cocktail kitsch. Not 
plain at all. (213-848-5100; $25) 


THE 5‏ متت 

Е July 20, Croton, N.Y. 

© Country sans moodiness and 
rock without the attitude: 

The ’Dudes bring their twangy 
melodies to Croton Point Park. 
(800-4PROTIX; $28) 


July 27, San Francisco 

© Catch the erstwhile Evita 
diva at Davies Symphony Hall. 
In a recess from Broadway's 
Master Class, LuPone performs 
with the San Francisco Sym- 
phony. (415-864-6000; $10-$45) 


Pick Acts 


WOMEN 

A Lf RY' 

Through July 14, New York 
City € Avant-garde director 
Tina Landau (Martin’s daugh- 
ter) utilizes the abandoned East 
River Park Amphitheatre for 
this downtown take on war's 
devastation as seen by female 
survivors. (212-279-4200; $25) 


‘“JITTA'S ATONEMENT’ 
July 30-Aug. 10, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. € Two-time 
Oscar winner Dianne Wiest 
(above) plays an adulterer in 
George Bernard Shaw’s draw- 
ing-room drama with fangs at 
the Berkshire Theatre Festival. 
(413-298-5576; $19-$34) 


‘THE GREEN BIRD’ 
July 23-Aug. 25, La Jolla, 
Calif. € Director-codesigner 
Julie Taymor—whom Disney 
has tapped to adapt The Lion 
King for the stage—concocted 
this mélange of puppetry. 
masquerade, and surrealist 
spectacle at the La Jolla Play- 
house. The show looks to be as 
harrowing as it is eye-popping. 
(619- 550-1010; $19-$36) 


ENTERMIND 
Through Aug. 10, Dallas 
+ On Saturday nights at the 
McKinney Avenue Contempo- 


rary, the Comatheatre troupe 
uses a collage of lights, video, 
and improv to turn audience 
members' brains into theme 
parks. (214-953-1212; free) 


FORMAL WEAR: Meaney's Vows make 
merry of his drive-thru marriage 


been surprised when the co- 

median started riffing on their 
union. S 
ever, anc 


e is not amused, how- 
Meaney thinks she 
may surface to protest the show 
(for legal reasons, he doesn’t 
use her name). “I expect her to 
be on Ricki Lake whining ‘He 
asked me to marry him!’ 

“But I’m not trying to beat 
up on her,” he insists. And, in 
fact, he’s rougher on himself; his 
own desperate loneliness comes 
through with painful clarity. 
“My mother asked me: ‘Why do 
you have to tell the bad things? 
Why don’t you talk about some- 
thing good?’” he notes ruefully. 

Producers have suggested 
his quickie marriage could make 
a film or sitcom. But for now, 


Meaney is working things out in 
the theater, to semi-favorable 


AVEILED THREAT 


Gomedian Kevin Meaney's Boston show 
proves that life can be dangerous when wed 


reviews and supportive crowds. 
He's constantly revising, using 
audience feedback. And if 
there's anything they're not say- 
ing, his mother no doubt will. 

“Don’t you even have her pic- 
ture?” Meaney says his mother 
asks. ““You should at least have 
a picture.” —Chip Deffaa 


SWITCHING GUERRE'S т шка abou 
Two musicals about 


the true medieval mystery of Martin Guerre premiere in two cities in 
July. Guerre was the Frenchman whose reappearance in 1557 after an 
eight-year absence made villagers doubt his identity (and inspired 
1982’s French film The Return of Martin Guerre and 1993's Sommersby). 
At Chicago's Goodman Theatre, The House of Martin Guerre opened July 1 
after development backing from producer Garth Drabinsky (Show Boat); 
on July 10, Martin Guerre, from producer Cameron Mackintosh and the 
makers of Les Miz, opens In Lon- 
LE don. But which show will make it to 
; ۹ Broadway, where Mackintosh has 
Y four hits? “Anyone producing [House] 
in New York without their own the- 
ater will need someone to give them 

one—and nobody wants to antago- 
nize Mackintosh,” says House com- 
poser Leslie Arden. A spokesman for 
Mackintosh said it's "the story- 

telling that counts." As well as ` 


chapel. We never even got out of 
the taxi." He stopped laughing 
when he realized the woman 
wanted to remain Mrs. Kevin 
Meaney. After five months and 
many lawyers, Meaney finally 
got an annulment. 

His ex-wife shouldn't have 


F THERE'S anything still 
banned in Boston, it must be 
celebrity spotting. Despite 
starring in the 1990-91 CBS 
Siteom Uncle Buck, winning an 
Emmy for the PBS series 
Comedy Night, and being а 
regular on Leno and Letter- 
man, Kevin Meaney sits unrec- 
ognized at a Harvard Square 
café, “This is a very intellectual 
town," he rationalizes. *They 
don’t watch much TV." 
Perhaps that’s why he’s come 
here to Harvard’s Hasty Pud- 
ding Theatre to try out his one- 
man theater piece, Vegas Vows, 
in a pre-New York summer try- 
out through July 20. It’s a kind 
of comic exorcism for the 40- 
year-old comedian, detailing how 
he met and married a woman 
one night in Las Vegas in 1995. 
"I'd just come off another failed 
relationship, and I’d been drink- 
ing,” he says. “This woman was 
pretty and asked me to marry 
her. Why not? It was done as a 
joke. We used a drive-through 


Í 


ü 


| 


САМЕТ) PHOTOGRAPH BY GREG HENRY; WIEST ILLUSTRATION BY GLYNIS SWEENY, GUERRE ILLUSTRATION BY SCOTT MENCHIN 


Introducing the Chicago 
International Film Festival Website. 


http://www.chicago.ddbn.com/| Filmfest/ 


The 32nd Chicago International Film Festival, October 10-20, 1996. 
Phone: 312/644-3400 Fax: 312/644-0784 EMail filmfest& wa com 
Write: 415 N. Dearbom Street, Chicago, Illinois 60610-4697 
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War Takes a Holiday 


"T 


CLAUDETTE DARIUS 


Slithery aliens may be trying to wipe out humankind, but for its rough-and-ready heroes, 
and for eager audiences, ‘Independence Day’ is quite a picnic. BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


i Devlin (the 1994 Stargate team, who also 
terically overinflated has the buildup : 
i been that it would take the actual blow- 


wrote the screenplay) drew for inspira- 


i tion. Independence Day is as corny as 
i Kansas, high as the flag on the Fourth of 
} July. And if you'll excuse the expression 
і Dll use, it's intrinsically American fun. 

day" attitude, however, for an unexpect- : 
i American fun. And that, I think, is what 
i makes Independence Day as much an 
i emblem of American cinematic sensibility 
trilogy. As satisfyingly hokey and full of : 
Designated Colorful Characters as any of : 
the great 1970s human-face-of-disaster : 
epics—the four Airport sagas, The Tow- : 
1 JOINED AT THE HIP: Weekend warrlors Smith 
i and Goldblum fight fire with clever comebacks 


But it's a particularly of-the-moment 


in the late 1990s as the Airport series 
was in the 19705. 
The story itself is simple enough to 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


Building and the White House. So hys- 


ing up of the seat you've parked your 
keister in for reality to meet anticipation. 
Set aside that “Go ahead, make my 


ed reward: This rootin'-tootin' block- 
buster is...adorable. It's as happily tech- 
no-horny as any chapter of the Star Wars 


ering Inferno, etc.—on which director 
Roland Emmerich and producer Dean 


OW IN THE world could : 
INDEPENDENGE DAY (Foz, : 


PG-13) possibly live up to 


its hype? For months now, : 
the boffo trailer teasing the : 
big-ass sci-fi thriller about į 
hostile outer-space aliens : 
who invade the earth, in- į 
spiring all of humanity to : 
fight back, has been beamed to every : 
planet in the universe; in some life-sup- · 
porting galaxy far, far away, there's prob- : 
ably a copy of Blort Weekly with a pic- : 
ture of Will Smith on the cover and a : 
story about the special effects that make : 
it possible to blow up the Empire State : 


wima——n ا‎ 


Demi Seminude 
-Ain't Enough 


Moores body cam hide the 
flab in ‘Striptease 


HE MOST ludicrous scene in 
STRIPTEASE (Columbia, R) 
doesn’t take place in a strip club, 
and it’s not the one in which 
Demi Moore does a private table 
; dance for Burt Reynolds’ festering eye- 
brows. No, it would have to be the one 
in which she dances all by herself in her 
apartment. She’s just gotten out of the 
: shower, and as she cavorts in front ofa 
mirror, rehearsing her “exotic” moves, 
; we can't help but notice that she keeps 
draping a towel in front of her breasts. 

For whom, exactly, is Demi covering 
: up? Moore has tooled her body so that 
i it resembles a gleaming hunk of military 
hardware—stomach muscles like iron, 
: breasts like B-52s. For nearly a year 
; she has hyped that body on Letterman, 


; Barbara Walters, etc. Now, after all 
i that, she turns out to be...coy. Shy. Not 
i Demi but demure. In Striptease, Demi 
} Moore wants the cachet of being edgy 
; Without revealing any edge. (During the 
i few moments she deigns to flash those 
i 8-525, she seems to think she deserves 


in a small role, doing Fierstein theater; : 
the phrase “Elvis has left the building”; : 
Brent Spiner from Star Trek: The Neat. ; 


les...organic life forms! Yeeeeeeeee! goes : 


: Jurassic Park), the two make an unlike- 
d ly, yet completely endearing pair of brave 
i bad boys. And Goldblum, in turn, 15 given 
Judd Hirsch as a warmly loving father— 
Í the first refreshing depiction of a sub- 
i stantially Jewish papa and son in a big- 


: ticket movie since—oh, maybe Ben-Hur. : 
Independence Day counts on our own : 


; access to archives of popular culture for 


i full enjoyment, another characteristic of : 
: the decade of aesthetic recycling in which : 
: Nick at Nite rules. Sure, you can dig the : 
movie even if you’ve just spent a long : 
; stretch in solitary confinement. But you'll : 
: have even more fun if you recognize : 


gravel-voiced hysterie Harvey Fierstein 
or appreciate jokes about the LAPD and 
: or thrill to the absolute rightness of 
Generation playing a scientist who stud- 


the audience, 
For its clever establishment of baby 
boomer as President (note to Jason Ro- 


i dents as elder statesmen is officially over, 
; Screenwise), for its we-are-the-world sen- 
sibility, for its eve-of-the-millennium mes- 
sage of hope, and for its intrinsic light- 
! ness, ID is up-to-the-minute fun. It’s the 
i first futuristic disaster movie that’s as 


! cute as a button. Which, when all the Spe- : 


; cial effects blow over, is what we Ameri- 
; cans like in a monster hit. B+ 


FIREWORKS DISPLAY: Aliens light up Manhattan H 


contain on one laptop computer screen: : 
Spacecraft the size of floating islands en- і 
ter Earth's atmosphere and hover in Н 
Strategic locations around the world, i 
casting giant shadows and causing people : 


to look up and drop their jaws in the uni- 


versal expression of fear of the apoca- : 
lypse. Smart thinking on the part ofa : 
bright satellite tech wiz (Jeff Goldblum), : 
however, leads concerned government of- : 
ficials to realize that the aliens at the : 
wheel do zot come in peace; they intend : 
; bards and Bob Dole: The era of Presi- i 


to trash the joint. So the American presi- 
dent (Bill Pullman, as decisive as Bill 
Clinton oughta be) takes a bold stand: He 
will rally all the armies of the world anc 
beat back the foe! Which they do, with a 
lot of exciting stuff along the way. 

Why, exactly, do the rubbery extrater- 
restrials choose this particular time to 
make a house call? Aside from a throw- 
away reference to the aliens' propensity 


for fouling up every nest they inhabit un- : 
til it's no longer livable—and so, children, à 
recycle your plastic bottles!—ID never : 
says. Depth is not what counts in this cat- į 
aclysmie tale; charm does. And charm is | 
the foremost of this epie's contemporary H 
characteristics. The seript is witty, know- : 
ing, cool. Heck, hippest of all, the thing : 


stars fabulously likable Will Smith, the 
winningest former rapper and TV siteom 
star ever to grab a $70 million produc- 


tion and make it his own. As a snappy : 
Marine fighter pilot, Smith is so deft, so : 


unburdened by everything that’s riding 
on him, that he lofts us to giddiness. 
Blam, he slugs a particularly intrepid 
alien who has hit the Arizona sand 
“Welcome to Earth,” he snips. Wooo 
hoooo! goes the audience. 


Paired with Goldblum (enjoyably i 
loosey-goosey and able to fire a few more : 


laconic zingers than he was allowed in 
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The artists are true masters. 


(и their fields) 


PAINTED 4y PATRICK EWING 


basketball great 


PAINTED by ANTHONY QUINN PAINTED ^y JANE SEYMOUR 


award-winning actress 


film legend 


WITH THE PRIVATE ISSUE" CARD YOU 
CHOOSE FROM THREE CELEBRITY 
DESIGNS. PLUS YOU SELECT THE 
FEATURES YOU WANT, FROM A LOW APR 
TO MONEY BACK ON PURCHASES OR ON 
INTEREST YOU EVEN GET TO PICK YOUR 


BILLING DATE. SO CALL TODAY TO APPLY. 


OWN an ORIGINAL: 5 
PRIVATE ISSUE: 


Use it where you see this sign 8 


8.00 4 P I - C A R D 
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—Ken Tucker. | 


film suggests that in late-20th-century 


America, to work at gaining knowledge : 
is to be weird—a cause for deep suspi- : 
: cion. The audience I saw Phenomenon 

: with laughed derisively at a shot of : 


George paging through a caleulus text, as 
if casual erudition were the silliest thing 
imaginable. Fortunately, Travolta himself 


refuses to exploit this attitude—he plays : 
i both the genius and the pre-genius as 


equally worthy fellows. 


Whenever Phenomenon isn't fixed on : 
} George's brain busting, though, it's senti- : 
mental and awfully slow. The romance : 
| between George and Lace takes forever : 


у> 


Malley wants the full Spectrum of knowledge 


i to get going. Lace is a cold fish for rea- : 
; Sons never fully explained, which leaves : 


| character-development river without a i 
; Motivational paddle. Then, when the cou- i 
d ple finally do get intimate, it’s shot as a : 
; Comballl music video, with Lace lathering : 
; Upstubbly George to give him a sensuous i 
i ч while Aaron Neville croons Van : 
R : ° ‹ ; Morrison's “Crazy Love” on the sound- : 
; doctor (Robert Duvall, looking vaguely ; track. Phenomenon (directed by Jon | 
; Turteltaub, the guy who sedated us with i 


George becomes a freak to be feared: } While You Were Sleeping) would be pret- : 


NE 
CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER: Touched by the light, Travolta's 


John Travolta's 
Wasted Genius - 


` Despite whip-smart casting, : 
: Phenomenon is slow-witted 


TTER PIFFLE featuring a lovely, : 
subtle performance from John 

Travolta, PHENOMENON (Touch- : 
stone, PG) tries so hard to be a : 
heart-tugging, tear-jerking, up- : 
3 with-people crowd-pleaser that it just : 
about strangles whatever life Travolta : 
> brings to the picture. He plays George 
Malley, an amiable small-town fellow who : 
i likes to tinker with cars, gardens, and the 


i affections of a standoffish chair maker E 
; named Lace (Kyra Sedgwick). On his : 


; 87th birthday, George looks up into the : the talented, grave Sedgwick up the | 


i twinkling night sky only to be zapped by : 
; a powerful white light. Next thing you 
; know, this cheerful goofus is amazing his 
; buddies (including Bird's Forest Whitak- 
i er) by predicting earthquakes, speaking : 
i fluent Portuguese, and winning every 
} game of chess he plays with the town 


i puzzled by his tepid little role), 


i or three books a day!” Phenomenon 


a medal.) And the movie takes its amor- 
phous, muzzy-headed tone right from its 


star. Is it an exploitation thriller? A : 


farce? A vanity project—Moore's love 
letter to her own sculpted bod? All three, 
I'm afraid. The disastrous misalliance of 
a director, Andrew Bergman (Honey- 
moon in Vegas, The Freshman), who 
turns everything to wackiness and a star 


so uptight about her own image she can : 
barely bring herself to crack a smile, : 
Striptease can’t decide whether to be : 
sexy or safe or campy or cuddly. So it Ë 


comes close to being nothing at all. 


Moore plays a divorced Florida mom : 


out to win eustody of her daughter 


(played by Demi's own daughter Rumer i 


Willis) from her goofy-abusive, drug- 


addled ex-husband (Robert Patrick). The : 


setup, a blatant attempt to establish 
Moore as a saint, is such a sop 
to the audience that it drags 
the movie down from the 
opening scene. Here, as in The 
Scarlet Letter, Moore acts 
huffy and above it all, like a 
nun dropped into the middle of. 
a frat-house hazing. And her 
humorless self-regard flattens 
Bergman's ersatz anarchy. For 
every moderately amusing 
idea, such as Reynolds, as the 
depraved Congressman Dil- 
beck, slavering lustily over 
Moore's laundry lint, there 
are a dozen others that go 
nowhere. (Bergman may be 
the last director in America 
who thinks putting someone in 
a yarmulke is automatically 
good for a laugh.) 

Striptease has the inert, 
eruddy-looking ambiance of a 
straight-to-tape thriller. Only two of the 
actors are allowed a tinge of personality: 
big, bald, somnambulist-voiced Ving 
Rhames as Moore's protective strip-club 
bouncer (he's a saint too—but that’s sort 
of a joke), and Reynolds as the leering 
Dilbeck, who treats the world as his 
own private pig trough; depravity has 
turned his mind to mush, and he loves 
it. If only Reynolds actually got to de- 
liver some funny lines! Striptease lets 
down its own performers right along 


with the audience. It’s a Christmas tree i 


i “Why,” gasps one yokel, "he's readin’ two | ty unbearable were Travolta not so con- : 


į sistently charming. С- 


someone forgot to string with orna- 
ments, C= —Owen Gleiberman 
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wants us to love simple, suddenly compli- : 
cated George, but there's an undereur- i 
rent of anti-intellectualism in the script : 
by Gerald DiPego that makes this feel- : 
good movie wearyingly depressing. The 
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WARNER BROS NO "CLASSICS 


FOR JULY 


BRING HOME 
THE FACE THAT 


LAUNCHED A 
THOUSAND SHIPS. 


NEVER BEFORE 
ON VIDEO! 


Director Robert 
(The Sound of Music) 


Wise's exciting epic. 


OWN IT 
ON VIDEO. 


$3 Rebate” for purchases 
of 2 Warner Bros. Classics. 
Look for Act II Microwave 
Popcorn Coupons Inside 
Each Video. 


LooK FOR A NEW ` 
WARNER BROS. CLASS 


“By Mail Details Inside Specially Marked Videos Only, Rebate offer expires 15197. 
#Closed-Captioned by the National Captioning Institute. ©1996 Warmer Home Video. 
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action plus winking I-married-a- 
Kennedy! self-amusement has become 
his richest territory. 

Eraser doesn't quite have the zing of 


i True Lies—for one thing, it's got game- 
} as-a-Girl-Scout Vanessa Williams 


omudge-Proof 


Schwarzenegger returns to 


formulaic fun in ‘Eraser’ 


} rather than impish Jamie Lee Curtis in 


the gal role, and a large Robert Pas- 


} torelli (late of Murphy Brown) rather 
} than large Tom Arnold in the unlikely- 
i sidekick role. But, directed by Charles 


Russell (The Mask), the machinery is 
well oiled. And if you care about the 


; plot, it’s sort of this: Lee (Williams), a 


beautiful and brave employee at a gi- 


i ant, naughty defense contractor that 


manufactures super-futuristic, laser 
guns, uncovers evidence of an awful, 


i horrifying, completely unkosher deal to 


ell the suckers to really bad foreign 
guys. Because she is a good citizen, she 
s ready to spill the beans. But a lot of 
really bad American guys would rather 
ee her dead. 

By the time Kruger saves her, and, in 
he process, uncovers a mole and a ne- 


: farious conspiracy (with strong echoes of 


Mission: Impossible), an army of nasty 
men has been blown away. And a script- 
load of Arnoldisms have been uttered. 
(One fave, after blasting a monstrous al- 
ligator: “You're laggage!”) As one comi- 


: cally thuggish character puts it when he 
i first meets Kruger, “Who's the tree 


trunk?” That’s Mister Tree Trunk to 


you, pal; in the right soil, Schwarzeneg- 
—LS 


i geris solid as an oak. B 


S THERE ANY more satisfying : 
sight, when the bullets are raining 
and the doo-doo is flying furiously 
and the dialogue is thudding along 
i (with deafening lines like “This isn’t : 
i the Red Cross; we make weapons!” and Е 
i “It’s a whole mew era of world terror- 
i dsm/"), than the arrival of Arnold ; 
i Schwarzenegger's boulder-armed, trape- 
¦ zoid-headed, tag-line-spouting Teutonic ; 
i self? In ERASER (Warner Bros., R), the : 
} cartoon-scaled star plays superspectac 
} ular, Austrian-accented American hero | 
| John Kruger, a U.S. marshal whose forte 
} 15 protecting hopeless cases in the feder: 
і al witness protection program—folks 
i Who don't otherwise have a prayer o 
i Surviving another day, even with a new 
i name on their Visa cards. And the guy 
; is really good at his job. i 
i “I vuhrk alone. You know dat,” | 
Kruger tells his old buddy and mentor i 
James Caan, nicely cast), by way of ex- i 
plaining the secret of his success. But ac- : 
ually, at this point in his outsize, only- : 


n-Ameriea career, the 48-year-old : 
Sehwarzenegger's continued movie suc- I 
ess comes from vuhrking a very cannily : 
taked claim: As he demonstrated so : 


imbly in True Lies, impossibly macho i 


———-————— СОО 
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Introducing the new Plymouth Bre E 
par i e inte afet 

its own builtin babysitter—an available Int: y 


j A 
ñ features to kec * kid 
seat—it also comes with enough features kids 
Plymouth Breeze 
Nicely equipped at *14,595." battu 
zi gave it neat stu ke Child. 
safer, happier and more secure—even on long trips. € We gave it hile 


5 : = А 1 hands start to wander) and 
protection rear door locks (just in case Junior’s curious ha 


height-adjustable shoulder straps up front to accommodate the tall and the small. We 


i " = 
included a security blanket of safety features like standard dual air bags, p^ 


" ] Я ١ š 7 


dynamic 


side-impact protection and optional anti-lock brakes to help keep some of your parental 
worries at bay. We gave Breeze a standard air conditioner, and, to warm little toes 


when it’s cold outside, we gave it rear seat ducts that'll bring heat to their tiny piggies. 


х > And there’s enough room in 
N- a \ . - 


— 


that backseat to minimize 


Squirming so that relaxing 


Plymouth Breeze 


family drives aren't filled with a chorus of “He’s touching mer" s The new Breeze makes 


child care just that. And at just $14,595, nicely equipped, it does it for less than say, 
, 


the tuition you'll be paying by the time your little ones make it to college. To find out 


more about the new Plymouth, give us a call at 1-800-PLYMouTH Or y reach 
; . ou can 


us on the Internet's World Wide Web at http://www. Plymouth | 
: cars.com. | 


One clever idea after another, Ё يد(‎ 
q ats Plymouth- 


‘Base MSRP with destination fee, Tax extra, Optional equipment shown. Actual Prices vary, 1, 
Y. Always Wear your seat bel 
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THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (С) 
Beautiful and transporting—the 
best of Disney's "serious" animated 
features in the multiplex era. Qua- į 


} simodo has been recast as a lonely- : 


teen version of Charles Laughton's : 


} grotesque creature. As he becomes : 
; the protector of Esmeralda, the I 


aqua-eyed Gypsy beauty, we share : 
his yearning with bittersweet rue. 

The movie has a rich visual : 
grandeur; Notre Dame itself sug- : 


; gests a fortress made of ginger- : 
; bread. A (1332, June 21) 


—0G : 


LONE STAR (R) In the new mys- 


sun-bleached skull has been found : 


; in the desert. As the current sher- : 
i iff who wants to solve this old | 
; Crime for personal reasons, Chris : 
; Cooper isn't compelling enough to. : 
; carry the story's more languid | 
; twists and turns, But Sayles has : 
; surrounded him with interesting : 
} characters and has warmed Lone 8 
: Star with a glow of humanist opti- : 
; msm. B+ (#332, June 21) 


— Jn b 


i MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE (PG-13) It’s : 
: Structured like a Rubik's Cube that E 
; keeps on twisting. There are a few. : 
i great sequences, but this elaborate : 
; thriller leaves us with the odd sen- : 


tion that there never was very 


—KT : 
} tery/romance/civies lesson from : 
; writer-director John Sayles, Ki 
; Kristofferson plays a corrupt Texas 
i sheriff, Charley Wade. Four dec- 
; ades ago, Wade ran his town with : 
; an itehy trigger finger. Now his 


j much toit. B (8329, May 31) —OG | 


i MOLL FLANDERS (PG-15) A generic | 
; romp with sex and smallpox—al- : 
1 legedly based on Daniel Defoe's : 


i HEAVY (FR) Liv Tyler, as a stunning 
young woman hired to waitress i 
: a dingy diner, changes the life of 


Victor (Pruitt Taylor Vince), a big, 
shy guy who works there. Victor is 
tically mute with self-con- 


back and forth with ardor, Writer- 


i director James Mangold has made 
} a modern-day Marty that doesn't 


condescend to its characters. If 


; the drama is occasionally slow and 
: obvious, the actors aren't. B+ : 
i 333/334, June 28/July 5) 


Pp 
: sciousness over his weight, and 
i when he falls in love with Tyler's 
: Callie, his eyes begin to wiggle 


} A VOWED FASHION VICTIM: Schweiger (center) sizes up Rufus Beck’s choice of wedding attire in Maybe Not 


IN THEATERS 


i THE CABLE GUY (PG-13) As the title 

character, Jim Carrey thrusts out ; 
; his jaw and speaks in a sulky lisp. 
: Carrey plays a pathological leech, a 
: eable-TV serviceman who latches 
і onto a customer (Matthew Broder- 
i ick) and turns his pursuit of “friend- 
: ship” into an act of comic terrorism. 


There are a few funny bits, but 


; Carrey, reined in by the character's 


THE 
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Reviews by OWEN GLEIBERMAN, LISA 
SGHWARZBAUM, and KEN TUCKER 


NEW RELEASES 


MAYBE...MAYBE NOT (Orion Classics, : 
subtitled, R) Is this completely : 
wacky, or what: Axel (Til Schwei- 

ger, billed, variously, as "Ger- : 
many's Number One Box Office : 
Star" or "the German Brad Pitt"), : 
a cute, skirt-chasing heterosexual 

dumped by his girlfriend (Katja : 
Reimann), finds a place to crash : 
with Norbert (Joachim Krol), a ho- : 


mosexual acquaintance who, along : 
with his friends, thinks Axel is a š 
dreamboat. The girlfriend, mean- : 
while, discovers she is pregnant : 
and goes to take Axel back, only to : 
find her supposedly straight honey 
surrounded by gay men! Such : 
madcap sexcapades! AcA! Adapt- 
ing stories from popular German 
comic books, writer-director Sónke 
Wortmann has produced a limp, 
dated comedy that makes the safe- 
ly retro Birdcage look politically 
hip, but which is globally the high- : 
est-grossing German movie ever. i 
Proving, perhaps, that it’s not such : 
a small world, aesthetically speak- 
ing, after all. © —LS : 


Heres how a sampling of critics 
and movie audiences from across the 
country grade 10 current releases. 


ERASER (Warner Bros.) 
HEAVY (Cinepix) 


THE HUNCHBACK... (Walt Disney) 
INDEPENDENCE DAY (20th Century Fox) 
LONE STAR (Sony Pictures Classics) 


MAYBE...MAYBE NOT (Orion Classics) 
THE NUTTY PROFESSOR (Universal) 


PHENOMENON (Touchstone) 
THE ROCK (Hollywood) 
STRIPTEASE (Columbia) 


*Arerage dora not include CinemaScore. 
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0 
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uuu s s PEN 


mueh less dainty 1722 novel, but 
don't count on it—that wants to be 

all not-too-highbrow things to all 

not-too-highbrow people. Robin 

Wright stars in this pureed period EDDIE GETS HUGE 
piece as Moll, who's poor but proud, 

a whore but pure, with a liberated DEMI Moore thought 


sense of self but a naked body: 5 
Everymoviewoman! So flounder- the name of the game H 
me: ing is this Flanders that even was survival of the H 
prin ads. for The ` nl Channing and Morgan : fittest, but the box office H 
h "reeman can't liven up the party. G iti 3 
“Hunchback of Notre EEIN June 28/July5) وي‎ ; Competition actually 
Dame, The Cable Guy, looks like survival of the 


Moll Flanders, and The THE NUTTY PROFESSOR (PG-13) Can- fattest. Reconnecting 


к : ny and exuberant In this update of а : ET 
Rock. Or maybe they're the 1963 Jerry Lewis comedy, Ed- with his comedic roots, 


welcoming the die Murphy plays Sherman Klump, Eddie Murphy cooked BUDDY LOVE POTION: With Nutty, 
a hugely fat c istry professor up а comeback with his Murphy finds a successful formula 
Independence Day who longs to e ape his load of mis- ILS ured remake of 
invasion. Uh-oh. ery. Sherman's obesity ridicu- 5 Ë ma i 
lous, so there, that Murphy's slyly The Nutty Professor. Its 525.4 million opening erases 
witty performance can afford not to memories of recent misfires Vampire in Brooklyn and 
be ridiculous. Drinking a genetic : Beverly Hills Cop 111. Striptease, meanwhile, is Moore's 
potion, he emerges, newly svelte, as E А : Jai 
i Buddy Love, lady-killer extraordi- | third stinker in a row. While its debut outperformed The 
naire. This is Murphy’s amusing act Juror ($8.4 million) and The Scarlet Letter ($4.1 million), it 


of self-moc , though in a strange 
way his riffs are too familiar to 
: shock us into laughter. The rest of vm T IET 
the time, you can feel Murphy re- ws TOP 20 TEMERE 
: discovering his joy as a per- 
і former—especially when he p 


just missed recouping her $12.5 million salary. 


1 $254 THE NUTTY PROFESSOR Universal, Eddie Murphy.....825.4 1 
2 $17.2 ERASER Warner Bros., Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
3 514 


43 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 
Walt Disney, Animated... 


12.3 STRIPTEASE Columbia, Dem 


ues i COMEDY 11 fi 1 f SF 's fat 

д all four members of Sherman's fat, : 

Ms (yore SESS NET ША cantankerous family, transforming i 
OUR FUNNY! шо) ч into a gloriously rowdy 


American burlesque. B+ : 
4,June28July5) —ОС: 


e 


4 ore. 
5 $110 THE ROCK Hollywood, Nicolas Cage. 

6 $48 MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Paramount, Tom Cruis 
T 

8 

9 


i THE ROCK (R) It's like a machine : 
designed to pummel audiences. A 

: renegade Marine (Ed Harris) takes : 

i over the “rock” of Alcatraz and : 


$48 THE CABLE GUY Columbia, Jim Carrey 
$48 TWISTER Warner Bros., Bill Paxton... 
$18 DRAGONHEART Universal, Dennis Quai 

threatens to bombard San Francis- Ф a SITS سس ام‎ ce Rater 
i co with poison-gas rockets. As the 11 $0.9 THE PHANTOM Paramount, Billy Zane... 
i leaders of the rescue team, Sean | 12 $0.7 STEALING BEAUTY Foz Searchlight, Liv Tyler. 
? Connery and Nicolas Cage inject : 13 $0.5 RUMBLE IN THE BRONX New Line, Jackie Chan 
asty bits of personality into their : — 14 $0.4 LONE STAR Sony Classics, Chris Cooper. 
; roles. Unfortunately, the movie 15 $0.4 MOLL FLANDERS MGM/UA, Robin Wright 


: so relentless and assaultive it runs а Тачо 
: roughshod over its own charac- : 


TUE 
ШИ 


"E 20th Century Fox, Janeane Garofalo 10 
: ters. B- (#331, June 14) —0G | 17 504 THE GRAFT Columbia, Neve Campbell Š 
Í STEALING BEAUTY (R) This shrewdly ° 18 $04 MEINTE паши ° ^ 
1 соу, ittle idyll stars Liv Tyler as : » ААО с, 
: UN ана ык г 19 303 THE BIRDCAGE United Artists, Robin Williams. 17 
: EET 5 р io уру during a i 20 303 UP CLOSE & PERSONAL Touchstone, Robert Redford 18 
i summer in Italy. Director Bernar- ; ta Da 
i do Bertolucci is good at conveying : "uus TOP 10 / PER SCREEN SCREENS? t 


! the weather, both atmospheri Гы. d 
i and emotional. His neatest trick, 1 $12,015 THE NUTTY PROFESSOR Universa. 


i though, is to have built the film i 2 $10,241 LONE STAR Sony Classics..... 
: around Tyler's gawky unself-con- i 3 $6,716 ERASER Warner Bros. 
sciousness. B (#331, June 14) —KT' i — 4 $6255 STRIPTEASE Columbi 
i 5 $5,197 STEALING BEAUTY Fox Searchlight 
6 $5,151 THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME Walt Disney 
7 $4,559 THE ROCK Hollywood... 


: TWISTER (PG-13) Helen Hunt and : 
i Bill Paxton are scientists e 


É uz in marriage but united in ; š 
ranged оп with chasing } 8 $3289 WELCOME TO THE DOLLHOUSE Sony Classics 


| does. The tornado-whipped cow: 9 $2,185 MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Paramount.............. 
à houses, and tractor-trailers are a i 10 32005 TWISTER Warner Bros, ... 
¦ tribute to the kids in the special-ef- : 

SOURCE: EXHIBITOR RELATIONS CO. INC. 


3 ain "s -movie 

Е fects room. But for summer 0 š *WEEKEND OF JUNE 28-30 (ALL DOLLAR FIGURES IN MILLIONS) 
i adrenaline junkies, this noisy : 1DRAWN FROM 20 TOP-GROSSING FILMS 

i thriller provides surprisingly little : #TINCLUDES SOME MULTISCREEN THEATERS AND PRINTS 


| tiall re turned on : SHIPPED A8 WELL AS INDIVIDUAL SCREENS 
; liftoff; essentially, we’ : 
i by debris. B (#328, May 24) —LS i 
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Hey, MTV-Get Real 


T DW M bn y yA lof warriors take to the 
As citizens of ‘World’ unite to set wp house in Miami, and a second band of u ce to the 
KEN TUCKER 


г 5 с c 7 "1, АИ КАЛУ 2 BY 
Road,’ one question remains: How long can MTV milk this formula? BY 


HER B 1 | HEN IT began in 1992, : | 
| | THE REAL WORLD (MTV, : 
| July 10, 10-11 p.m.) i 
was a lark, a fresh, : | 
quirky TV idea, a grab- : 
ber: Throw a bunch of : 
people together who'd : 
never met before, let : 
m - them cohabit, and tape : 
the results for a programming respite 
from what were, a half decade ago, the in- 
creasingly exhausted notions of MTV's : 
reason for being—rock videos. i 
Five years on, and oh my, how things 
have changed. Rock vids now seem like 
an afterthought on MTV’s schedule, : 
which is stuffed with cartoons both ani 
mated and human (Beavis and Butt-head 8 
and Kennedy, respectively) as well as E 
Real World's pointless rip-off show, ROAD : 
RULES (MTV, July 15, 10-11 p.m.), begin- į 
ning its second season. 2 
The summer '96 Real World yanks the ` 
series back to America after a misbegot- ; 
ten year in England. (Oasis’ Liam and : 
Noel Gallagher have had better squab- : 
bles than anything the last bunch of ; 
Worlders coughed up.) This time, our fab- : 
ricated family finds itself in a gaudily dec- į 
orated Miami house, and the grinning- : 
and-bearing types are: Е 
Joe, a Brooklyn-bred computer ace : 
who likes going to church and prefers : 
girlfriends about a foot and a half taller : 
than he is; in the season premiere, Joe : 
has already been told he grins too much; E 
Melissa, a Miami native whose Cuban : 
family is worried about her associating i 
with the network that gave us House of : 
Style—even though Melissa has worked : 
as a phone-sex operator (the real-world 
version of an MTV veejay, if you think 


LIVING SINGLE. TOGETHER: (Top, from left) : 
share their World; (bottom, from left) Timmy, Н 
Devin, Emily, Christian, and Efrat hit the Road : 


JULY 12, 1996 


46 


4T 


H WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Cynthia, who is, to borrow Melissa's ` 


BELL-BOTTOMS UP 


YOu May already know 
that Sonny is pressing the 
flesh on C-SPAN and Cher 
is still morphing. Maybe you 
even know that Donny is 
starring on stage in Joseph 
and the Amazing Techni- 
color Dreamcoat, while sis- 
ter Marie is hawking dolls 
on QVC. But what about 
that other "705 variety-show 
team, the Hudson Brothers? 


* WHO THEY ARE: In 1974, 
after releasing a couple of 
moderately successful rock 
tunes, this wavy-haired, 
polyester-clad trio landed 
The Hudson Brothers Show, 
a short-lived variety series 
on CBS. Sporting bell-bot- 
toms and high-decibel shirts, Bill, Mark, and Brett did broad-as-a-barn sketch com- 

edy (think wigs and wacky accents) interspersed with light, Beatlesy tunes. “We 

could sing, act, and at the time, we had all our teeth and hair,” boasts Mark. “And 

we were a real family—not the Partridge Family.” Later, the brothers gave the 

variety format two more stabs with mixed success: A Saturday-morning kids’ se- 

ries, The Hudson Brothers Razzle Dazzle Show (1974-75), was followed by 19785 

syndicated Bonkers, which boasted a titillating chorus line, the Bonkettes. 

Ф LAST BIG CREDIT: A greatest-hits album called So You Are a Star, released by 

Varése Sarabande Records in June 1995. The brothers spiced up the 20-song al- 

bum with three new tracks, including one called *Sweet Cindy," dedicated to 

Cindy Williams—the quieter, less nasal half of "70s sitcom darlings Laverne and 

Shirley—who has been married for 14 years to brother Bill. 

Ф WHAT THEY'RE DOING NOW: Wearing more natural fibers, for one thing. And 

keeping busy behind the scenes. The baby of the group, Brett, 43, has a devel- 

opment deal with Twentieth Television, where he's working on a pop-culture 

game show called Your American Pop Quiz. The wackiest brother, Mark, 44, 

after a stint as a bandleader on Fox's The Late Show, is penning ditties for heavy 

metalers like Ozzy Osbourne and Alice Cooper. (He earned a Grammy nomina- 

tion as cowriter of the 1994 Aerosmith hit “Livin’ on the Edge.”) Mark also had a 

recent brush with scandal: Last year he was reportedly fired from his job as a 
Hollywood Records exec after being accused of sexual harassment, an allegation 
he denies. Meanwhile, the hunkiest Hudson, Bill, 46, who was once married to 
actress Goldie Hawn, has a production company with wife Williams. The two 
have also appeared on an infomercial shilling gourmet dog food. 

+ WORDS OF WISDOM: “I’m not only surprised we survived the TOs, I’m surprised 
anyone wants to revisit it,” says Mark. Sums up Brett: “A pink satin shirt with 
white platforms—would I save those clothes? I don't think so.” He adds: “When 
people remember us, they can't quite figure out what we did, but they know 
that whatever we did, they liked.” 

Ф WHAT WE'D LIKE TO SEE: A Hudson Brothers reunion on the Aloha Deck of 
Love Boat: The Motion Picture. —A.J. Jacobs : 


HUDSON HOOK: (From left) Bill, Mark, and Brett in 1975 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


about it); she describes herself in the 
show's context as "the little ethnic girl"; 


terminology, "the little African-American 
girl”; it looks as if she'll have to uphold the 
Real World tradition of designated scold, 
pushing maturity and responsibility; 
Mike, a handsome cipher in the manner 
of the San Francisco group's Judd Win- 


i ick, the tediously amiable cartoonist; in- 


stead of drawing, Mike plays golf: 
Flora, a Russian-born bartender whose 


: frankness—why, she's already admitted 


| į that she has flirted with men to get 


ahead!—would be refreshing were she 


not so lacking in charm and humor; 


Sarah, undoubtedly chosen because : 

} she's energetic and perky (pigtails at age : 
25, fer Pete's sake!), but who actually : 

i comes across on the small screen as ` 
i deeply annoying; and finally, i 
; Dan, loud, hammy, and already tire- : 
} some, whom the MTV press release, : 
throwing up its metaphorical hands, de- : 
; scribes as "incredibly gregarious” : 
; (translation: “may prove to be as obnox- : 
i ious as the San Francisco season's shud- : 
: der-inducing but popular Puck, we-hope- : 
} we-hope-we-hope"). 
i; Inan effort to perk up the show, Real : 
} executive producers Mary-Ellis Bunim : 
i and Jon Murray have decreed that this E 
} year's crew will have to start up their : 
} own business. Big mistake. Whatever re- : 
} maining allure The Real World possesses : 
! derives from its fantasy aspect—free : 
à house, free-floating surrogate family. i 


Road Rules emanates from the sam 


In the season opener, the Roadsters 


i tool around Florida and go swimming : 
i with sharks (real ones, though MTV ; 
i might have done better by having them ; 
; tread water with, say, the CEOs of a few : 
; music labels). They also attempt to break : 
i into the Real Worlders' Miami house ina : 
cutesy cross-promotional stunt. Won't : 
know the results of that caper until a fu- : 
ure episode, but I sure hope Puck sud- : 
denly shows up to kick their tails. The : 


Real World: G+ Road Rules: D 


: producers, who should be asked, Why 
: Road duplicates Real—young strangers 
i thrown together, not in a house but in 
: Winnebago. And there are five new trav 
i elers, none of whom is particularly nota: 
i ble save for sweetly smiling Christian, a 
į 21-year-old Norwegian with more brain 
i Power than the other four combined. 


Usa.: 


MOVIES 


і THE EROTIC insurance thriller | 


ESCAPE CLAUSE (Showtime, July : 


i 14, 8-10 p.m.) wants to be a Dou. : 
i ble Indemnity for the 1990s, but 


director Brian Trenchard-Smith is 


: no Billy Wilder, and Andrew Me- 

: Carthy is no Fred MacMurray, Н 
The Brat Packer is far too diffi. s 

i dent to generate much sympathy : 

і as a Connecticut insurance exec : 


caught in a web of sex and murder, 
Paul Sorvino waddles through his 
role as a tenacious, trench-coated H 


: cop, then gets typically weepy : 
; in the denouement. As for Me- 


Carthy, he seems doomed to a ca- 
reer starring in such soft-core cable : 


: potboilers. If he gets lucky, maybe 
i his old Pretty in Pink pal Molly : 


Ringwald will toss him a guest- : 


: starring gig on her soon-to-debut. : 
: ABC sitcom, Townies. 


| DOCUMENTARIES: 


; PAVING THE way for the publica- : 
— tion of his novel on the subject, : 
i ubiquitous, well-connected, silver- į 
i haired, tragedy-milking writer Do- і 
+ miniek Dunne holds forth with glib 
; self-satisfaction on THE TRIAL OF 0. 
i SIMPSON: AN INSIDER'S VIEW WITH DO- E 
; MINICK DUNNE (The Learning Chan- і 
i nel, July 14, 9-10 p.m.). What, you : 
; ask, is there possibly new to learn? ; 
i Well, you may want to know b 
Dunne's opinion about Simpson: ; 
guilty. And you'll undoubtedly : 


want to know how Dunne felt ; 


: about the trial. “It was an utterly : 
: fascinating experience. Would I do : 
і it again? You know something—I : 
; would!” Don't pass up the counter- { 
i point hour that follows, THE 0.J. Н 
i SIMPSON TRIAL: BEYOND BLACK AND : 
i WHITE, for a much more provocative i 
} and unsettling look at the trial B 
: through the eyes of African-Amer- ; 
; lean observers. Their point: The 8 
i American legal System is often : 


JOSA: 


ALIIOQNYN: 


: ing July 15, 9 a-m.), even though 


NBC News president Andrew 


; Lack publicly admitted those call 


letters seemed to suggest “Multi- 


į ple Sclerosis NBC.” Still, the Pea- 
i cock is showing off its biggest info- 


stars on the upstart channel: Jane 


i Pauley ambles down memory lane : 
і as the host of Time and Again 
i (weeknights, 7-8 p.m.); Tom Bro- 
i kaw, Bob Costas, Katie Couric, Bill 
i Moyers, and Bryant Gumbel ro- 
; tate as inquisitors on Internight 
i (weeknights, 8-9 p.m.); and the 
} Man Who Would Be Brokaw 
i brushes up on his anchor skills on 
i The News With Brian Williams 
i (weeknights, 9-10 p.m.). Thankful- 
i ly, the network has no plans to give 
; Pauley's Dateline NBC coanchor 
i his own talk show, Stone! 


Camera, 


like MST8K, you don't have to si 


NEW NETWORKS 


Four ‘abandoned children: 

; à on a desperate journey. ' 
2 With one last:hope of staying a fami 

\ a.woman they’ve never met. 


lights, 


THE 


WEEK 


A guide to notable programs by : | 
BRUCE FRETTS. (Times arc Eastern s| 
daylight and are subject to change.) 8 


SERIES 


CBS BRINGS new meaning to the : 


phrase "burning off episodes" by 
blazing through the final three 
scheduled hours of the hellishly 


good AMERICAN GOTHIC over two : 
nights (CBS, July 10, 9-11 p.m., : 
and July 11, 9-10 p.m.). Why did i 
Shaun Cassidy's shocker fail to i 
spark in the ratings? Maybe it took : 
too long to find its voice: By the : T = 

; TURNER & POOCH: Canine crusader Underdog joins Ted's Cartoon Network 
struggle between Satan-incarnate ; 
i ex-SNL partner, Al Franken, host 
; Tom Davis offers wan commentary 
: ("This tape is the most popular in 
i the Chernobyl video Stores," he : 
i quips of the nuke-age creep-athon 
i Tarantula). Even worse, Star Tri 
i II director Nicholas Meyer pro- 
; vides but-seriously-folks editoria 
i ("There is a sword of Damocles 
i hanging over the head of humanity," 
i he gasses on about the nuclear 
+ threat). Trailers saving grace? Un- 
THE 561-181 Channel gave tens of : 
: through the whole damn bad movie. 


time Gothic chose to focus on the 


sheriff Lucas Buck (the great Gary 
Cole) and guardian angel Merlyn 
(Sarah Paulson) for the soul of 
young Caleb Temple (Emmy-wor 
thy Lucas Black), many viewers 
had tuned out. Or maybe the show 
was simply too dark for CBS’ de- 
crepit audience. Or maybe Gothic 
should have dropped that arty title 
and renamed itself after one of 
CBS’ few hits: Touched by a Devil. 


fanatics a reason to live by ordering 
13 new episodes of Mystery Science 
Theater 3000, to air in 1997. Until 
then, MSTies will have to settle for 


TRAILER PARK (Sci-Fi, July 13, 7:808 : 
1 YES, NBC AND Microsoft's new 
i 24-hour cable news network really 
i ds going to be called MSNBC (start- 


p.m.), an MST3K Lite that lam- 
poons the previews for sci-fi flic! 
Adopting the nasal cadences of his 


"A first-rate family film..."-usa TODAY Sunday, July m 7PM/6C 


http:/ /WwWW.Usanetwork.com 


wawww. LL Am 
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THE RATINGS 


BARBARA WALTERS' 
jailhouse talk with con- 
victed parent killers 
Lyle and Erik Menen- 
dez on ABC's 20/20 
(2nd) blew away the 
competition. Newsmag- Ре 
azines are flourishing ET 
this summer, with CBS’ 
60 Minutes and 48 
Hours, ABC’s Prime- 
Time Live, and Dateline NBC's Tuesday and Wednesday 
editions the only non-repeat programming to crack the top 
15. Meanwhile, original episodes of ABC's Muppets Tonight 
are going unwatched on Sundays at seven—even guest 
Sandra Bullock couldn't lift the sagging show above 79th. 
And CBS hasn't had much luck with new installments of 
Picket Fences (T5th) and the series formerly known as Cen- 
tral Park West—although CPW's series finale (60th) did 
beat a rerun of NBC's Homicide: Life on the Street (63rd). 


5 
I 
2 
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PRISON GAB: Walters’ chat with Erik 
(1.) and Lyle Menendez shot to No. 2 


0 ust 


15, JUNE 24-3 чи 


vivas: ТОР 3 


20.2 SEINFELD (R) NBC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 
18.7 20/20 ABC, Friday, 10 p.m 
17.6 ЕВ (В) NBC, Thursday, 10 p.m 
17.4 GAROLINE IN THE CITY (R) NBC, Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
16.8 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m....... 
15.3 FRIENDS (R) NBC, Thursday, 8 p.m... 
14.9 MAD ABOUT YOU (R) NBC, Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
14.9 MOVIE: DOG HOLLYWOOD (R) NBC, Sunday, 9 p.m. 
9 14.7 HOME IMPROVEMENT (R) ABC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
10 13.7 DATELINE NBC NBC, Wednesday, 9 p.m..... 
11 13.6 THE NANNY (R) CBS, Monday, 3 p.m. 
12 13.0 DATELINE NBC NBC, Tuesday, 10 p.m. 
13.0 48 HOURS CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. 
14 12.9 PRIMETIME LIVE ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 
15 12.8 DAVE'S WORLD (R) CBS, Monday, 8:30 p.m 


لاا تم سن & بن чо‏ 


TOP 15, JUNE 17-23 


20.4 SEINFELD (В) NBC, Thursday, 9 pM. s.. 
17.6 CAROLINE IN THE CITY (R) NBC, Thursday, 9:30 p.m 
17.5 20/20 ABC, Friday, 10 p.m... 
17.0 ER (R) NBC, Thursday, 10 p.m... 
17.0 PRIMETIME LIVE ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. .... 
6 16.5 HOME IMPROVEMENT (R) ABC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
7 15.8 FRIENDS (R) NBC, Thursday, 8 p.m........ 


8 15.7 MOVIE: JACK REED—A SEARCH FOR JUSTICE (R) 
NBO, Sunday, 9 p.m. — 


9 15.0 DATELINE NBC NBC, Tuesday, 10 p.m. 
10 14.3 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m.. 
11 137 THE SINGLE GUY (R) NBC, Thursday, 
12 13.6 COACH (R) ABC, Tuesday, 9:30 p.m... 

13.6 HOME IMPROVEMENT (R) ABC, Tuesday, 3 p.m. 
14 13.3 48 HOURS CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. ~.. 
15 132 FRASIER (В) NBC, Tuesday, 9 р.т....................... eI 17 


= uN щш 


"IN MILLIONS (R) RERUN 
SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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THOSE WHO only recently discov- : 
ered the brilliant HOMICIDE: LIFE ON : 
THE STREET (NBC, July 12, 10-11 ` 
p.m.) may have been perplexed by : 


CHOICE RERUNS 


the cops' references to the Adena 


: Watson case. The girl's unsolved 
; murder continues to haunt detec- : 
; tives Bayliss (Kyle Secor) and Pem- 
bleton (Andre Braugher), especially i 
: since they believe they once had : 
; the killer in custody. Their interro- : 


gation of that suspect, a fruit-cart 


i vendor known as the Arabber (the : 
; late Moses Gunn), comprises the 
i entire 1993 episode “Three Men ` 


and Adena,” now encoring on NBC. 


: Executive producer Tom Fontana 
won a well-deserved Emmy for his : 
; tightly wound script, which gave : 
; the peerless Braugher his first : 
i chance to shine. à 


: Looney TUNES certainly didn't 

; corner the market on smart car- 

i toons. Bugs' low-budget cohorts : 
i ROCKY AND BULLWINKLE (Cartoon : 
i Network, Saturdays, 8-8:30 p.m.) · 
; and UNDERDOG (Cartoon Network, ` 
: Saturdays, 8:30-9 p.m.) littered : 
; clever quips and groan-inducing : 
} puns throughout their similarly 

; spartan animation. The drug-dap- : 
: pled '60s were a perfect environ- : 
! ment for the former show: a moose : 
; and squirrel fighting a team of : 
: Russian spies? Of course. The : 
: characters speak a language of ab- E 
: surd wordplay, and the puns range 

i from “Mooseon-Dixon Line" to the : 
i “Ruby Yacht of Omar Khayyam.” : 
i For the less literary minded, Un- : 
і derdog, with its humble Shoeshine : 
i Boy who speaks in rhymes, has a : 
i mass-produced look that gives : 
i more edge to the cartoon's parody : 
of glossy superheroes. By the by, : 
if Natasha and Sweet Polly Pure- ; 
i bred got in a catfight, who would i 
i win? —Kristen Baldwin H 
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‘What 


rien on Late Nigh 


-Michael Moore, 
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PRODUCERS of Baywatch are now looking 


actresses. In fact, David Ha 


Stop the presses! 
NBC snatched Téa 
Leoni's tabloid satire 
away from ABC and 
expects to air it as a 
Must See mid-season 
replacement. 


LOSER 
OF THE WEEK 


‘L.A. Firefighters’ 
Christine Elise's 
ER wannabe fizzled in 
its summer run. Does 
Fox really want to 
bring it back on 
Sundays this fall? 


; stacked against the innocence of ١ 
; black men—and at least the Simp- ; 


i Son case put painful racial issues on 
i the table. —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


ааа - i 
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«р; 


ethnically dive 


recently overheard asking people, 
onan 8 


word for implants?’ " 


“IT’S THE EVIL of the two lessers." 
Bill ( Clinton and Bob Dole, 
Show With Tom Snyder 


1 betwee 
on The Late Late ١ 


on the choice 


Jets —well, you don't have 


Suspense IsKilingHer 


Medical examiner Kay Scarpetta is back, prickly as ever, in Patricia Cornwells serial-murder 
thriller ‘Cause of Death.’ But has success dulled the formidable sleuth? BY BENE LYONS 


then make a brisk show : 
of pretending nothing's : 
going on. 2 
Apart from Dr. Scar- : 
petta/s own increasing £ 


nightmarish figures 
from the reliably mor- 
bid imagination of her 

creator, Patricia Cornwell. 
The tortured love affair 


| 


ify touehiness, the author's : 
| 4| Cast of characters is begin- : 
y ming to resemble that of a i 
J worn-out sitcom. The crass : 
~~~ but lovable Capt. Pete Mari- £ 
i no of the Richmond police department is : 


From Potter's Field) doesn't appear tobe ` still smitten with her. And her brilliant, : 


gether at scenes of carnage, the two ; STAGNANT WATERS: Cornwell treads all-too- | 


i famillar turf in her latest, Cause of Death : 


PHOTOGRAPH BY CHRIS HARTLOVE 


: tracking down serial 
i killers and other 
Kay Scarpetta is get- : 
ting more than a little : 
bit paranoid (bristling : 
exchanges with almost : 
every male cop she : 
i Scarpetta’s been carrying on 
i with her married FBI col- 
} league Benton Wesley over the 
; last couple of novels (The Body Farm, : 


AYBE WE shouldn't be 
too surprised, but Dr. 


meets, a spiked fence 
around her palatial new 
home on the James River). After all, it's 
hard enough being the Virginia state 


medical examiner and performing one i 
} doing her much good either, Thrown to- : 


grisly autopsy after another. Then there's 


her gig for the FBI as a “consulting i 
i make furtive love in lonely hotel rooms, : 


forensic pathologist" who specializes in 
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; news photo of a young refugee who had 
: committed suicide by hanging herself 
; from a tree). Or the time Dole realized his 
: cruelty in publicly criticizing Clinton on 
: the day he buried his mother, and sent 
; the President a note of apology. Clinton 
; comes up with small emotional gems— : 


later took him aside and thanked him. 
The two men bonded. “Mothers are im- 
portant,” said Dole. For political junkies, 
—Dana Kennedy 


times an insightful analysis of the '96 race 
and sometimes a tedious rehash of events 
we've already glazed over in the papers 
(54 pages alone devoted to the scintillat- 
ing Phil Gramm and his campaign). 

The Choice is best when Woodward 


Such as the time Al Gore pushed Clinton 


to take action on Bosnia (Gore's oldest. : 
so is this book. B 


daughter became upset after seeing a 


A FATHER, A SON, AND A *KILLER' LEGACY 


г GETTYSBURG ADDRESSED 


IN 1966, when America was wag- 
ing a particularly unpopular war in 
Vietnam, the historic battlefield at 
Gettysburg, Pa., wasn't exactly a 
fashionable tourist destination. But 
sightseeing there would prove 
epochal for Michael Shaara, then 36, 
and his adolescent son, Jeff, who 
fondly recalls “crawling all over the 
cannons." The elder Shaara, a 
writer of mostly short stories, found 
the site similarly absorbing. Fight- 
ing a weak heart, he'd send his son 
creeping back into the Gettysburg 
brush several times over the next 
few years to help research a novel of 
key Civil War characters. 

The Killer Angels would go on to 
initially achieve a kind of virtuous but unglamorous success, winning the 1915 
Pulitzer Prize and lavish praise from military personnel. Its author died in 1988, 
before he could see a paperback edition of his book propelled to the top of best- 
seller lists by a Ted Turner movie version, 1993's Gettysburg, starring Martin 
Sheen, Jeff Daniels, and Tom Berenger. Soon after, director Ron Maxwell, ap- 
proached Jeff Shaara, who'd given up a rare-coin business to manage his father's 
estate, about finding a writer to round out the saga. It took Shaara about a week 
of dithering over possible candidates before he realized that a torch was being 
passed to him, even though he had no previous writing experience. 

Now his Gods and Generals, a prequel spanning the years leading up to the 
Battle of Gettysburg, is carving out smash tracks of its own (No. 12 on the New 
York Times best-seller list), justifying Ballantine's million-dollar like-father, like- 
son wager. “Luckily, he can write,” says Shaara’s editor Doug Grad. “If he 
couldn't, we wouldn't have wanted to do it, despite the father connection.” 

Write he did—handing over a 1,200-page monolith that 
Grad helped trim to 500 printed pages. Shaara, now 44, 
chose Ballantine over several competing houses, not only 
for sentimental reasons (they’d published the paperback 
version of The Killer Angels) but also because they assured 
him that if it never became a film, they wouldn't care. That 
aside, is a movie in the offing? “Probably more likely a 
miniseries,” Shaara says. “Gettysburg did four days in four 
hours. This book covers five years.” —Alexandra Jacobs 
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ACTING CIVIL: Berenger, Daniels, and Sheen 
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ORGET WHAT you've heard about : 

THE CHOICE (Simon & Schuster, : 

$26) being about Hillary Clinton's : 

infatuation with psychies, though : 

The Washington Post's reporter : 
aureate, Bob Woodward, gives good de- B 
ail, as always, on Mrs. Clinton's relation- : 
hip with Jean Houston, a “co-director of ; 
he Foundation for Mind Research." ; 
(When not advising Hillary, Houston con- : 
ducts computer dialogues with Athena, : 
he Greek goddess of wisdom, which she : 
} calls “docking with one's angel") Noris ; 
i The Choice, billed as the behind-the- : 
; Scenes Story behind the two presidential à 
} candidates, primarily about Bill Clinton : 
: and Bob Dole. At 433 pages, it is some- : 


i lesbian niece, Lucy, the FBI trainee, 


i continues to be, well, a brilliant, lesbian : 


: FBI trainee. 


Cornwell's plots are becoming formu- ` 


: Jaic as well, increasingly lacking the kind 
of penetrating forensic detail that made 
her early novels such as Postmortem and 
Body of Evidence so grimly diverting. 
CAUSE OF DEATH (Putnam, $25.95) reads 
less like a crime novel than a screen 
treatment for a David Koresh-meets- 
Tom Clancy TV movie-of-the-week. It’s 

i all gimmicks: an evil religious-cult leader 

: in league with Arab and North Korean 
terrorists; an underwater crime scene 
giving superdoc Scarpetta a chance to 

i show off her expertise as a diver; а 


i vaguely narrated and thoroughly unbe- : 
: lievable scheme to take over a nuclear- : 


i power plant and steal bargeloads of fis- 
i sionable plutonium; and even a cute little 
: robot invented by the intrepid Lucy. 


Throw in one of the most banal devices : 


i in crime fiction—a series of murders 


: linked by obvious clues that nobody but : 
i the dauntless Dr. Scarpetta can see—and : 
; what it all adds up to is by far the weak- : 
: est entry in Cornwell’s once-original se- : 
: ries. What were intriguing crime proce- : 
i durals have degenerated into insipid : 
Perils of Pauline melodramas. And that’s : 
shame. Because when she wants to be : 


i Cornwell’s the best in the business. C+ 


D.C. Comics 


Some ‘Choice.’ Woodward 


x eagerly digs into Bill vs. Bob. u 


friend) and her family history, each : 
narrative is a good read, if only 
loosely linked by themes of murky 
identity and romantie betrayal. 


i Best of all, in her dissection of 


Long Island class conflict and so- : 


i cial aspirations, Isaacs delivers wit- : 


ty, wicked satire from beginning 
—Rhonda Johnson 


$ SNAKEBITE SONNET Max Phillips (Lit- 


tle, Brown, $22.95) In the summer 


: of 1970, 10-year-old narrator Nick 

i tends a snakebite on the thigh of : 
; sultry drama queen Julia, a sopho- : 
i more at Bennington College who : 
1 says things like “I'm pursuing my : 


destiny as a poet and a slut," and 


: whom Phillips, in this debut novel, 

i successfully imbues as a savvier, : 
i more screwed up Holly Golightly. : 
i For the next 25 years, Nick will be ; 


desperately in love with her. Ashe : 


: makes his way from New Jersey : 


suburbia to Manhattan East Vil- 


i lage bohemia (and back), the mer- : 


curial Julia makes many appear- : 
ances—as a Ph.D. candidate, : 


e 8 3 i performance artist, corporate yup- : 
the help ofa collaborator;the book ; NET RESULT: Seles scores a personal triumph in her off-court Victory : 
jumps back and forth in time and £ 
i bration of female bikers is full of : 
i colorful history (in 1916, for exam- : 
i ple, the Van Buren sisters crossed 
| the eountry on motorcycles with 
i headlights that were lit with match- 
1 es like gas lamps) and recent triv 
; (such as Entertainment Tonight's 
} terminally perky Mary Hart don- 
і ning leather for a charity ride). Fer- 


pie—while usually undergoing a ; 


i personal trauma requiring Nick's : 
} ever-attentive friendship. Though : 
? long bouts of unrequited love often E 
i aren't pretty, Phillips’ prose is a į 
; gorgeous mesh of erotic exactitude, : 
: heaps of wit, and generous, weary : 
i wisdom. A- d 


—Megan Harlan : 


: THE VIPERS’ CLUB John H. Richardson : 
i (Morrow, $24) Though resem- : 
; blances to The Player abound in ; 
і this deft, Hollywood-exposing de- : 
i but, Richardson—a former senior i 
i writer at Premiere magazine— · 
i has a less subversive perspective i 
i than Michael Tolkin. When striv- | 
; ing young Peter James leaves : 
і film-erit academe to become assis- : 
E tant to Max Fischer, the success- i 
; ful mogul producer of trashy action : 
i movies, he soon resents his role as : 


5. 


Since 1873 


: with con man Norman Torkelson 
і (who may or may not betakingthe : 
: rap for his beautiful young girl- 


| toend. B+ 


3Nrinomiims viia. 


Snoop around a Barnes & Noble bookstore 
and you're faced with a slew of stories to 
check out. A welcome assignment, indeed. 
Track down hot new fiction, treasured 
classics, page-turning histories and more, 
With 150,000 titles, we're the ideal 
place to find what you're looking for. 


arnes Noble 
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FICTION 


: LILY WHITE Susan Isaacs (Harper- 
i Collins, 
і just might be this summer’s best 
i bang for your beach-book budget. ` 
i She delivers a double page-turner 
1 by interweaving two engrossing 
i stories—a present mystery in 
i which Long Island criminal defense 
i lawyer Lee White defends a con 
; man charged with murdering his 
; latest mark, and the earlier story 
; of Lee's life as Lily White, daugh- 
; ter of social-climbing parents who 
i changed their name from Weiss- 
i berg to Weiss to White. Although 
i no stunning connections are ever 
+ made between Lee's involvement 


25) Isaacs’ seventh novel 


Booksellers 


rar covers racers and joyriders, 


middle age often discover motor- 


xuberant picture of women who 


thrill to the sound of heavy-metal 
thunder. A- —Margot Mifflin 


again. With her latest novel, 
| she sends her fans chasing 
the scoop of a lifetime. x Fe 
Imagine a First Lady who's 

lost her child to natural 
causes, Or was it murder? 
P She turns to an old friend, 
a reporter, to investigate. - - 
Secrets are uncovered that 
could stun this fictional wag 
world...if the reporter lives 8 
long enough to reveal them. 


| Warner Books $22.95 
B&N Price $16.06 
١ Price effective through 7/25/96. 


NONFICTION 


MONICA: FROM FEAR TO VICTORY Moni- : 
ca Seles, with Nancy Ann Richardson : 
(HarperCollins, $23) The crazed : 
Steffi Graf fan who stabbed Monica : 
Seles on court in Hamburg, Ger- : 
many, in April 1993 not only side- : 
lined the No. 1 tennis player for two : 
and a half years, he also rewrote : 5 
tennis history. Graf, relieved of her : 
toughest rival, racked up six Grand + 
Slam titles while Seles nursed her : 


physical and psychological scars 


The Yugoslavian-American Seles : m 
tells her story awkwardly, despite : 


ends abruptly. But with subtle jabs 
at Graf, and whacks at the press 
and the German courts (which let 
her assailant off with a suspended 
sentence and probation), Seles— 
the winner of this year's Australian 
Open—serves notice that her 
fighting spirit remains every bit as 
intact as her blistering ground 


strokes. B+ — William Stevenson : 
i clubs and rallies, and explains how 
i women coming into their own in 
CLES, AND THE RAPTURE OF THE ROAD : 
1 cycling while they're rediscover- 
i ing themselves. Despite a few 
i corny references to women's “her- 
i story," Hear Me Roar paints ап 


HEAR ME ROAR: WOMEN, MOTORCY- 


Ann Ferrar (Crown, $22.50) You 
may think of biker chie as a recent 
fad for women, but journalist Fer- 
rar traces it back to 1910, when 18- 


year-old Clara Wagner beat most of : 
her male competitors in a race from : 
Chicago to Indianapolis. This cele- : 


м "m Sandra Brown has done it 


T 


: “a Пип} peon" to a man he 
both des and emulates 
Richardson is almost too skillful 
rendering Max, whose constant : 

: hollering and spewing can give 

` even the reader a headache. But 
his lucid, canny prose makes this 
less a skewering of Hollywood's 

ypical cutthroat, survival- 

і of-the-slimiest mentality than a 

і sometimes disarmingly nuanced 
explanation ofit. B* —MH 


and come home to arrange for the. : 
funeral and her new life alone. 
Barely have her tears begun when 
she realizes, numbly, that her : 
neighbors have been a little too 
helpful in smoothing out and ex- 
plaining the mysterious details sur- 
rounding Ned's heart attack, As she 
slowly learns the truth of her pic- 
ture-perfect marriage, grief turns 
to paranoia, then fury. Is she los- 
ing her sanity or just all her 
friends? Ultimately, she cracks the 
; creepy conspiracy and confirms 
her husband's adulterous other life 
and her own worst fears. Told 
with a bristly British wit, Wel- 
; don's 21st novel is a studied tour 
de force on the unsanctity of mar- 
riage and the treacherous nature 
і of womanhood. The vibrant plot 
saves the characters, who are a bit 
і too glib in their banter and bitch- 


IT’S AN ‘OUTRAGE’ 


MOVE OVER, Christopher Darden: 
Vincent Bugliosi, who successfully 


prosecuted Charles Manson—and au- MART) 
СЛЕТА Ш 


thored а 7-million-in-print account оѓ 
that case, Helter Skelter—now has a 
word or two on what you and Marcia 
Clark could have done to convict O.J. 
Simpson of murder. Published on the 
second anniversary of the Brentwood killings, Bugliosi's 
version of what might have been climbs to No. 2 in its 
second week, thanks in part to an on-air debate with 
Alan Dershowitz; Darden's, meanwhile, drops to No. 9. 
Outrage is 400,000 copies strong after four pressruns. 


: WORST FEARS Fay Weldon (Atlantic 

: Monthly, $21) Poor Alexandra 
When the husband she loves dear- 
ly drops dead, she must forgo her 

: starring role on the London stage 


А 


5З 


E ery. The best part of the book is its : 


vengeful end. B- —Doña Brown : 
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2 A CROWN ОЕ SWORDS Robert Jordan, Tor, $27.95 
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HANGING UP Delia Ephron (Ballan- Terry McMillan, Viking, $25.95... 
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ae cun Nora; Delia кр Í 5 ТМАЅ AMELIA EARHART Jane Mendelsohn, Knopf, 
unen уып E 6 THE FOURTH ESTATE Jeffrey Archer, HarperCollins, $26. 
self, thinly disguised. In this, her ; t 5 х 
; first novel, she examines her rela- : 7 THE CELESTINE PROPHECY James Redfield, Warner, $17.95. 
: tionship with her manie, alcoholic : 8 MOONLIGHT BECOMES YOU A 
screenwriter father and her sis- : Mary Higgins Clark, Simon & Schuster, $24 ............ 
BEDTIME ! ters. Not told in a particularly orig- i 9 LILY WHITE Susan Isaacs, HarperCollins, $25... 
STORY ; inal manner, but it does touch uni- : 10 ACCORDION CRIMES E. Annie Proulx, Scribner, 
Í vers: ions. B 
OF THE WEEK i versal emotions. 
n А E B. GER E NONFICTION 
9 i i VERTICAL RUN Joseph R. Garber : 
d ^ =, x Ae 2 1 BAD AS | WANNA BE 
trip Tease H (Bantam, P 1029 Петар H Dennis Rodman, with Tim Keown, Delacorte, $22.9. 
Ed Asner, famous as Ë CUR авы Dreposterous finale, i 2 OUTRAGE Vincent Bugliosi, Norton, 84. 
يفا‎ pa teu С | this is one of the best thrillers to ; 3 THE DILBERT PRINCIPLE Scott Adams, HarperBusiness, 820. 
the taped-book version : come along in ages. David Elliot, a : 4 THE ZONE Barry Sears, Ph.D., with Bill Lawren, ReganBook: 
: i 47-year-old executive VP of Sen- : 5 MEN ARE FROM MARS, WOMEN ARE FROM VENUS 
of the current Demi i terex Corp. goes to work one i John Gray, HarperCollins, $23 ................... 
IU АДЫ И ин : morning and everyone from the : 6 PARTNERS IN POWER Roger Morris, Henry Holt, $27.50... 
House AudioBooks, $18). boss on down starts EXE to e Ë 1 SIMPLE ABUNDANCE Sarah Ban Breathnach, Warner, $17.95. 
i him. A boisterous and rogus? y : UNDAUNTED COURAGE Stephen E. Ambrose, 
Hey, bip that'll let entertaining shoot-em-up. A- : Simon & Schuster, $27.50. -.18 
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rary life as a single man and some 3 FROM POTTER'S FIELD Patricia Cornwell, Berkley, $6.99 
"The traffic—it slows, it haunting romantic blues. A- 4 SHADES OF TWILIGHT Linda Howard, Pocket, $5.99... 
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$14.95). Guess having a Pilcher, who drapes an efficiently : — 40 THE GREEN MILE, PART 1: THE TW0 DEAD GIRL: 


Stephen King, Signet, $2.99. e eee 
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magical romance around the war : 
years without obscuring the truth 
that they were brutal and stunning- : 


1 ly unromantic. A 


checkered past can make 
you pretty pithy. 


ILLUSTRATION BY TOM BACHTELL 


1 A Toni Winner 


Er On ‘Secrets,’ her jinx-free sophomore CD, Toni Braxton preaches the gospel of love with a 
passion that overpowers the album s middle-of-the-road leanings. BY K EN TUCKER 


LTHOUGH SHE’S the : 

daughter of a deeply con- : 

servative apostolic minister 

who didn’t allow her to lis: 

ten to pop music when she : 

was a little girl, it must not į 

have been very difficult for : 

Toni Braxton to relate to : 

the songs crafted for her by : 
writer-producer Kenneth “Babyface” Ed- : 
monds. Babyface venerates love; for him, : 
romance is a religion to be both studied : 
and enacted. And on Braxton's new al- : 
bum, SECRETS (LaFace), the singer and à 
her recording mentor offer up a series of. E 
secular hymns to attraction and affection, : 
betrayal and brokenheartedness, cooing i 
and cohabitation. : 
You can hear their devotion in a song : 
such as “How Could an Angel Break My : | 
Heart,” eowritten by Babyface and Brax- : 
ton. Over a lulling ballad melody, the : | 
Singer makes her agony a thing of beauty, : 
pausing with daring vocal timing over the | 
lyrics’ details of a lover’s wayward be- : | 
havior. And you ean hear a different sort : | 
of testament to the redemptive powers of : | 
love in You're Makin Me High,” the al- 2 
bum's airily funky first single. Both : 
"High" and the finger-poppingly upbeat : 
“Come On Over Here" give the lie to : 
doubters who thought Braxton could sell : 
only slow songs effectively. i 
Having sold more than 7 million copies : 
of her self-titled 1993 debut album, Brax- : 
ton had to face up to a big challenge. Toni : 
Braxton had yielded a string of hit : 
singles (“Another Sad Love Song,” : 
“Breathe Again”), and “Let It Flow,” : 
from the soundtrack to Waiting іо Ex- 
hale, is presently a staple of urban con- 
temporary radio. But sophomore albums 
are, as the cliché goes, jinxed, and Brax- 
ton must have worried, just a little, 
whether all those young one-name female 


SECRETS SERVICE: Braxton ministers to the heart ; 
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DETROIT SCHLOCK 

CITY: Simmons 

(left) with Frehley 
aer” 


KISS "96: PORNO AND PYROS 


GENE SIMMONS wasn't kidding. At a spring press conference announcing the 
summer reunion tour by the four original members of Kiss, Simmons bragged, 
“We're gonna show every new band how the big boys do it." At the tours kickoff 
on June 28 at Detroit's Tiger Stadium, the “classic Kiss" (Simmons' words again) 
lived up to that boast and then some. In a nostalgia-heavy summer tour circuit, 
where a re-formed Styx and the Sex Pistols will be crossing paths, no one will 
re-create 1977 the way Kiss do on their Kiss Alive/Worldwide tour. 

The Kabuki makeup is back; so are Peter Criss’ drum solos, cherry pickers 
that lift the band members over the audience, Simmons drooling “blood,” and al- 
most as many fiery explosions as in your typical summer action movie. Don’t 
come expecting to hear ’80s Kiss hits like “Heaven's on Fire,” either. The entire 
show was devoted to songs from the original quartet's pre-1978 glory days. In 
this setting, it was utterly perfect for guitarist Paul Stanley to introduce “Love 
Gun" by saying “This song is about my pistol. I ain't talkin’ about no .38!” If 
Lollapalooza, with its body-piercing and alterna-shock ambiance, is the Cirque 
du Soleil of rock, then a Kiss tour is Ringling Bros.—enduring and fun for the 
whole family, preferably a family with a lewd sense of humor. 

The 38,000 fans jammed into Tiger Stadium ate it up, even teenagers (some in 
Stanley-inspired star-over-eye makeup) who weren't born when Alive! put the 
band on the cultural map. And why тоё get excited? Despite occasionally mud- 
dy stadium sonics, it was a kick to see Simmons, Stanley, and Ace Frehley doing 
their choreographed guitar moves during “Deuce,” “Strutter,” and other bed- 
sheet-music standards. (Given the semi-tragie Frehley's personal excesses of 
the last decade, his resurrection as eternally cool, aloof guitar hero was espe- 
cially heartening.) For those in the cheap seats, video screens allowed close-ups 
of such sights as Frehley’s black fingernail polish and, by the evening’s end, 
some fading makeup. Small wonder that the tour has been selling out at an as- 
tonishing rate, even with tickets priced as high as $85. The entire spectacle was 
the ultimate in prolonged adolescence, for band and audience alike. 

The two-hour-plus show wasn’t without opening-night glitches: Frehley's 
smoke-spewing guitar didn’t ignite when it should have, resulting in an uninten- 
tional Spinal Tap moment, and some flash pots didn't explode on cue. “Td give it a 
6 out of 10,” assessed Stanley, 44, afterward. “In two weeks, it'll be even better.” 
Note to Stanley: Whatever you do, keep the elevating drum kit. —David Browne 
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8 upstarts—Brandy, Monica, Monifa, and : 
their sisters—might render her languid : 

: take on love irrelevant. 

But instead of trying to pursue the cut- : 

i ting edge and emulate the youngsters’ 

: melding of R&B and hip-hop, Braxton 
has opted to skew older: Secrets offers 
space to veteran songwriter-producers i 

: Diane Warren and David Foster, who be- 


tween them have worked with a slew of 


: middlebrow behemoths from Barbra 


Streisand to Michael Bolton. Warren 


: came up with “Un-Break My Heart,” a : 
: tearjerker so grandiose and yet so intrin- : 
: sically, assuredly hit-bound, it’s the kind : 
: of mass-appeal grabber that’s probably 
: already sent a jealous Diana Ross diving : 
: for a comfort gallon of Haagen-Dazs. 

i Easily the worst song on Secrets and : 
i therefore worth lingering over for а sec- 
: ond, “Un-Break My Heart" (produced 
i by Foster, so Babyface is guilt-free) is 
і one of those the-verses-exist-only-for- 
i the-swelling-chorus showstoppers that : 
} allude to emotions without ever actually : 
i embodying them. Braxton does her i 
i darnedest to plug some life into the : 
i song, to no avail. And no matter: This is : 
i the sort of MOR fodder that becomes a : 
i radio standby in spite of itself. Its selec- : 
i tion by Braxton and coexecutive pro- : 
i ducers Antonio “L.A.” Reid and Baby- : 
1 face was, in this sense, а shrewd, if : 
} artistically disappointing, one. : 
i — Braxton gets more solid material from : 
i other outsiders, like R. Kelly (whose “I : 
: Don’t Want To” is a cool tune about ro- i 
i mance in denial) and Tony Rich (co- B 
à writer of “Come On Over Неге,” a neo- i 
i Motown composition in the manner of š 
i Rich’s own best work). à 
i As for the core Braxton/Babyface col- i 
: laborations, well, they are diverse, witty, Е 
i and exquisitely modulated. Indeed, Baby- 5 
: face's “Let It Flow" (also included here) : 
i is one of Braxton's most successfully ad- i 
i venturous moments. A sultry tune that : 
i requires the singer to reach down to her š 
i lowest register, “Flow” has a sinuous : 
i power, and it flows into the next track, i 
i “Why Should I Care,” in which Braxton : 
i ascends to a high, breathy croon. Taken + 
i together, this pair of songs not only ; 
: demonstrates Braxton's technical range : 
i but confirms her ability to deliver Se- į 
i crets’ sermons of sensuality—little : 
i gospels of good and bad loving—with un- Е 
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i usual eloquence. A= 
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COOKING MAY NOT BE 
YOUR FORTE NOW 
BUT WAIT ANOTHER 
10 MINUTES. 


Lawry's’ created new Chicken Sauté" so you can cook up surprisingly delicious 
chicken breasts in no time. Just a couple of spoonfuls is all it takes and voila! 
Its ready. Choose from flavors like Lemon Herb, Garlic Italian, Teriyaki or Country 
Dijon. Be sure to pick up a bottle in the condiment section today. But do try to 
be modest. With a newly found talent like this, theres bound to be lots of applause. 


LAWRYS 


Ж д ту d abbati 


BlueintheFace 


A live Blues Traveler keeps 
on jamming and jamming... 


HOSE OF US who played air bon- 

gos along with Blues Traveler’s 

hooky hit “Run-around” may have 

mistaken it for the work of a radio- 

friendly band, so the quartet have 
decided, with the release of LIVE FROM 
THE FALL (A&M), to remind us that they 
are truly a jam band, which means that 
nearly every song on this double-disc live 
album goes on and on and on and on and 
on, with singer John Popper and guitarist 
Chan Kinchla engaging in a battle of the 
chromatic scales for up to 20 minutes at 
a time, although when he's not doing his 
impression of an asthmatic with a har- 
monica stuck in his mouth, Popper 
sounds uncannily like a blues singer on 
helium, bleating about gentrification and 
how we'll all be dead in a hundred years 
anyway, but don’t worry if you don’t care 
much for lyrics, since plenty of space, 
seemingly hours of it, is devoted to 
noodling around in search of the lost jam- 
band chord, which helps the tracks bleed 
into one another so that one, two, hell, 
three songs become one huge harmonica 
and guitar solo, broken up by Popper's 
speed rap or bits of other songs, like 
“Tequila” and “Loser,” just in case you 
forgot what pop tunes sound like, and it’s 
all very heady and Dead-like and psyche- 
delic, not to mention very, very long and 
utterly numbing. D —DB 


Lemon Herb 
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duce for Boneless, 90 
Chicken Breast 


T ©1996 Lawry's Foods, Inc. 


RAMBLIN' MAN: Popper needs a brand-new bag 
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i weird jazz-based soundscapes for : 
: sparser, straight-ahead beats, Anq : 
: while they've always had a cynical ` 
: streak, Posdnuos, Trugoy, and 
: Maseo now frequently verge on 
; utter joylessness. Still, De La Soul : 


prove they can snap on new-jack- : 


i rap poseurs as effectively as they i 
i did on the old ones: "While you i 
| : others represent, I present my : 
f : rep." B 


—Ethan Smith : 


Í SQUEEZE Ridiculous (/.R.S.) Twenty | 
| years into it, Squeeze’s Difford and į 
: Tilbrook still fashion ditties of sly : 
i wit, true romance, and melodic : 
i cleverness. They wax nostalgie оп į 
i “Electric Trains” and frustrated оп : 


“Daphne,” and like the Beatles апа : 


i Elvis Costello, they've penned an : 
: anthemic number on the timeless 

i theme of desire called “I Want You,” : 
i proving they don't mind praying at : 
i the pop altar. B+ —Josef Woodard · 


i SCREAMING TREES Dust (Epic) Have : 


Washington's Screaming Trees : 
made a Christian record? On their : 
seventh full-length offering, Mark : 


E - : Lanegan' fluent baritone lofts lyrics : 
i VANISHING ACT: Young's Broken Arrow is as ephemeral as it Is heavy : 
E i the Gospel, love, and death—all : 
E above a powerful fire and brim- : 
i stone of guitar chords, pounding : 
; drums, and an occasional gossamer į 
: sitar or organ. The result is spirited : 
: and spiritual. Moshing in the first * 
i pew only. A : 


about thorns, halos, Jesus, prayer, i 


—Michele Romero : 


Ë THE KELLEY DEAL 6000 Go to he Sug- : 
} ar Altar (Nice) The less famous of : 
і the Breeders’ Deal sisters follows : 
: older sib Kim's footsteps into the : 
: wild, woolly world of the solo out- : 
i ing. Altar is an uneven effort, but i 
: in the best sense: Kelley takes : 


chances musically and lyrically, and : 


; kilter, and unexpected. Nothing sac- : 


—ES i 


Í KMFDM Xtort (Wax Traz!/TVT) + 
i German industrial-thrash band ; 


KMFDM have flirted with heavy- i 


. By phone’ 


H charine about it. B+ 


The Independence Day Escape Sweepstakes. 
Yes friends, order the new Independence D. 
us and you'll get a free movie poster — plus a chance to win a trip for 


soundtrack from 
ur on American 


i or attempt a noble, if heavy-hand- 
: ed, anti-gay-bashing song, “Leviti- 
i cus: Faggot.” Yet for all her sexual 
i politics and shaved head, Ndegé- 
; ocello makes curiously sterile music; 
: Peace’s blend of old-school fusion 
i and light funk is more George Ben- : 
+ son than George Clinton. Its most 
; gripping cut is a seething remake 
i of Bill Withers’ suspicious-minds 
і ballad “Who Is He and What Is He 
i to You”; by leaving the song's gen- 
E ders unchanged, she adds a com- 
і pletely new gay-infused dimension 
i to it. Next time, she'd do better to : 
i put passion before peace. C+ —DB i comes up with something raw, off- : 
i DE LA SOUL Stakes Is High (Tommy 
i Boy) Hip-hop's trippiest trio take : 
} an unfortunate turn for the conser- 
i vative on album No. 4. Musically, 
; they've traded in their gorgeously : 


[4 


f 


: JIMMIE DALE GILMORE Braver Newer 
} World (Elektra) With its yearning 
i songs about heading for the “bor- 
i derland" and Gilmore's wide-eyed, 
} alterna-Slim Whitman croon, the 
Young is coasting on his ’90s coro- ; 
i cowboy finds the singer at his la- 
i conic best. Unfortunately, the beef- 
; ier production—harder drums and 


latest from Austin’s original space 


electric guitars—weighs down the 


ME'SHELL NDEGEOCELLO Peace Beyond 


make R&B for the head. Few 
singers in any genre would quote 


THE 


SINGLES 


JOHNNY BRAVO “Used to Be Cool” : 
(Arista) “Cool” glides easily from E 
grungy alternative to melodic pop : 
to aggressive folk. It just sounds i ў 
too calculated, the facile showboat- : 
ing of a band with a very short at- : 
tention span. But what do you ex- : 
pect from an act that has taken : 
the same name as Greg Brady’s : 
nom de rock? G-—Steven Mirkin : 


POP/ROCK 


NEIL YOUNG WITH CRAZY HORSE Bro- 
ken Arrow (Reprise) With the first 
three mid-tempo numbers stretch- 
ing into the 8-to-10-minute range, 
the initial suspicion might be that 


nation as Granddad of Grunge by 
kicking out the jams on such wisps 
of tunes. But as the album sim- 


mers down and the full effect of : 
i songs like a sack of Texas dirt. Only 
: the billowy title song, reminiscent 
i of prime Glen Campbell, transports 
i us to a truly new world. B- —DB 
the time Arrow anticlimaxes with : 
an ultra-lo-fi audience recording of : 
; Passion (Maverick/Reprise) On her : 
i second album, Madonna's quirkiest 
i discovery continues her quest to 


his alternately world-weary and 
dreamy imagery kicks in, you get 
a better idea of the hard-rocking 
evanescence he's going for. And by 


a blues cover taped somewhere 
near the rear of a noisy California 
bar, the guy on stage is literally re- 


ceding before our ears: Neil the : 
Friendly Ghost. Long may he ; 
i from the Bible and Kahlil Gibran, 


haunt. B —Chris Willman 


$12.99/ $9.99 
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"KINGDOM" СОМЕ 


SHE SAYS she's “Just a = 
Girl,” but we think the lady JW 
doth protest too much. Singer 29 
Gwen Stephani and her Or- | 
ange County, Calif., pop-ska | 
group No Doubt have pretty 
well dispelled the young- 
women-are-held-down hy- 
pothesis of their own break- 


—SM | 


ambiance less grating than much : 
world music, and more worldly : 
—Nisid Hajari : 


than most. 8+ 


ENORMOUS Busman's Holiday (A&M) : 
i Let's face it: Most heavy-metal 
Singers—from Robert Plant to : 


Chris Cornell—sound like girls. 
Enormous have taken that fact to 


its logical conclusion and front : 
their alterna-metal riffs with a real : 
live girl. While girls and guitars : 
: are nothing new these days, Enor- : 
mous add power and crunch to the : 
+ equation. B 


; BETH HART BAND Immortal (Atlantic) : 
Beth Hart tends more toward the : 


Kennedys, the Jack" 
Rubys, and Single Gun 
Theory weren't morbid 
enough, this year sees 

debuts from the Lee 

Harvey Oswald Band 
and the Grassy Knoll. 


through hit with the unexpected success of Tragic 
Kingdom, a sleeper of an album that finally moves into the 
top 10 exactly six months after its first chart appearance. 
Higher up, there's no doubt—or very little, anyway—that 
the triumvirate of Metallica, Morissette, and the Fugees 
will keep a hold on the top three spots through most of the 
summer, though Toni Braxton’s hot-selling sophomore siz- 
zler briefly infiltrated their midst and may again. 


} soulful vocals of Joan Armatrading : 

; than the feminist-rock, you-go-girl 

i screeching of Alanis Morissette. At : 
her best, she displays an emotional, 

i commanding voice. At worst, her 

i Songwriting is trite and elementary. 

: She does get points for not wallow- : 

і ing in angst or misusing the word : 

i tronic. С —Anya Sacharow : 


Oliver Stone-apalooza! 


B-SIDE 
OF THE WEEK 


“You Oughta 


Know” 


i PETE DROGE & THE SINNERS Find a : 


The much-ballyhooed, i Door (American) Droge's slightly i wu POP ALBUMS "ma 
orchestrated version ог Fipo LIC ap a 
ГОУ АИ И : particularly profound, mid-tempo : i à pee Б. ear Pill, Maverick/Reprise ......55 

i i rockers and tastefully sparse : па SCOTS Or 

Iib performed only : arrangements that help his minor Ë 4 2 ТОМІ BRAXTON Secrets, LaFace/Arista 220 
OOE A е d © coms shine. He often sounds like a : Б — KEITH SWEAT Keith Sweat, Elektra . 1 

will be the flip side of i poor man's Petty, but that's far : 6 б TRACY CHAPMAN New Beginning, Elektra . 33 
her *You Learn" single. i from the worst sin a songwriter : т т BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY E 

1 сап commit. B+ —Dimitri Ehrlich : E. 1999 Eternal, Ruthless/Relativity 
Е 8 5 CELINE DION Falling Into You, 550 Music/Epic 
n E | $ $ lJ E 9 9 8 SOUNDTRACK The Nutty Professor, Def Jam... T 
i : 10 11 NO DOUBT Tragic Kingdom, Trauma/Interscope quee) 
i VARIOUS ARTISTS Electro Funk Vol- : 
1 umes One & Two (Priority) The i R&B ALBUMS 
i years covered in these volumes : 1 — KEITH SWEAT Keith Sweat, Elektra 
i (1982-85) represent an interesting : — 2 т TONI BRAXTON Secrets, LaFace/Arista............ 
t time for rap: The beats had grown ? у 54 JAY-Z Reasonable Doubt, Freeze/Roc-A-Fella/Priority 
i ominous, keyboards replaced turn- : — 4 ә SOUNDTRACK The Nutty Professor, Def Jam. 
| tables: end vi bou E j6 3 FUGEES The Score, Columbia............... 20 
: ned MEAE GA Ars š 6 4 TOO SHORT Gettin’ It (Album Number Ten), Dangerous/Jive ..6 
i from classic (Afrika Bambaataa's : т 6 THE ISLEY BROTHERS Mission to Please, T-Neck/Island ........... 1 
! “Planet Rock") to misguided : 8 8 BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY 
i (Grandmaster Flash's “Message Ir Е. 1999 Eternal, Ruthless/Relativity 50 
} metal riffs and throbbing dance : instead of the epochal “Message”. 9 7 LOST BOYZ Legal Drug Money, Universal. 4 
| beats before, but never like this. ; Vol. One: B- Vol. Two: C+ —5М | др р HELTAH SKELTA Nocturnal, Duck DownfPriority one 3 
i Xtort grooves with menacing force, 
_ spattering horns, female backing COUNTRY JAZZ ALBUMS 
: 3 ва, апі оке wee 1 1 SOUNDTRACK Leaving Las Vegas, Pangaea/I.R S... 34 
i the same du MEE E eil MARTY STUART Honky Tonkin's What I 2 3 CASSANDRA WILSON New Moon Daughter, Blue Note 
i most danceable discintheirl2-year : Do Best (MCA) Stuart has smarts, : 3 2 ELLA FITZGERALD The Best of the Songbooks, Verve 
j career, A- —Jon Wiederhorn | taste, great guitar chops, andhesa : 4 4 HERBIE HANCOCK The New Standard, Verve. 
B good-lookin' cuss; the sole minus 1S ; 5 6 SOUNDTRACK 
Í DEAD CAN DANCE Spiritchaser (4AD/ | an ordinary voice. All told, that : The Bridges of Madison County, Malpaso/Warner Bros 
i Warner Bros.) Brendan Perry and } adds up to plenty. He parties ne i Ae O (DIANAKRALL Allon You орои 
i Lisa Gerrard share a postcolonial | the top with every album, and Б | т 8 عون‎ SAMPLE Old Places, Old Faces, Warner Bros. ~- 
į Sensibility: Their seventh studio al- i is his best major-label REMA d 8 5 ELLA FITZGERALD 
; bum—with rhythms, instruments, ; The Beatlesish guitar of 1 f: Love Songs: Best of the Verve Songbooks, Verve «ssr 
Lnd lyrics drawn from Latin, | You,” the rotgut Delta DEOS P È — 7 SOUNDTRACK Kansas City, Verve «e 
i Caribbean, African, and Native ; “The Mississippi Mudcat and sister 3 40 — KENNY GARRET 


l 


Pursuance: The Music of John Coltrane, Warner Bros. .. 
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merican sources—both evokes | Sheryl Crow” (in which Marty spies E 


i and dissolves boundaries. The ; “a damsel in dis dress”), and other : 


i eclecticism SS reachy, ; smart little touches raise What I Do i 
i ert nae way above country's current crop of ; 


—Tony Scherman } 


corn. A- 


E but their Gaelic vocals and muted i 
i Polyrhythms produce a haunting : 


Two new high-profile periodicals, ‘Slate’ and ‘Stim, are remaking the ‘zine on the World 
Wide Web. But are they worth the home pages they're published on? BY TY BURR 


; the Web as it embraces the mainstream. - 
i "There is a deadening conformity in · 
: the hipness of cyberspace culture,” Kin- | 
I sley writes in Slate's debut editors note, i 
i and few would argue the point. But is re- ; 
; placing that with the deadening confor- : 
; mity of the East Coast literary establish- £ 
; ment the answer? I'Il grant him one · 
; thing: With provocative articles by such : 
i heavy hitters as Atlamtic Monthly na- i 
} tional correspondent Nicholas Lemann ; 
} (on Asian-Americans as “the new Jews”) : 
; and Stanford economist Paul Krugman i 
(on the Clinton administration’s labor £ 


not a little smug in its patrician ease. 


In other words, it's a decorous spit in : 


the face of prevailing Internet culture. 
That scene is more clearly represented 
by the recently launched STIM (www. 
stim.com), a weekly webzine that is the 
struggling Prodigy online service's sig- 


; nal attempt to adapt itself to the larger : 
i World Wide Web. Hewing closer to the : 
i HotWired model of obnoxious graphics, : 
Я bleeding-edge Net widgetry, and гапіѕ 
: disguised as articles, Stim is as garish as : 
online presence, Slate, which went up i Slate is reserved. The question is which : 
i one—if either—portends the future of : 


ILLUSTRATION BY FRANCISCO CACERES 


ICHAEL Kinsley, the : 
former New Republic : 
editor and Crossfire : 
cohost, eouldn't have : 
picked a better name : 
than SLATE (www.slate. : 
com) for his weekly : 


Microsoft-backed pub- 
lic-affairs webzine. As 
a color, slate is decidedly yuppie—the 
kind of ambient tint used for board- 
room decorating schemes. And as an 


on June 24, is tasteful, understated, and 
1996 
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: lished eyber-arena writers as Wired con- 
; tributor Gareth Branwyn and former 
: Future Sex editor Lily Burana) is nearly 
; as high as Slate's. Whatever you think of 
; it, the folks behind Stim aren't slumming. 
peppers random images from the site : 
; onto your Web browser? Who cares? Yet 


Kinsley and company, however, keep 


: their distance, and the result, for now, is a 
: blank Slate. Slate: C+ Stim: B+ 


E E 

brought me into a chat 

ldn't let me—because it 
ecause I'm basically 1 

' —Roseanne on Prodigy 


; lustrations. Basically, it's a website for 


the Quentin Tarantino in all of us. 
Some of Stim’s offerings are exactly 


; the kind of arrogant Net swill that Kin- 


| i ; Sley decries. An “AutoSurf” feature that 
expanded via embedded links to sounds, : 


i moving images, and other text: At its 
i best, the medium explodes linear prose 
: into something resembling three-dimen- 
sional chess. What the Web isn’t is a i 
“good read,” as anyone whose eyes have : 
: glazed over while scrolling through a 

i Jong on-screen document can attest. Yet : 
: Kinsley has embraced the linear experi- 

: ence with cheery perversity. Slate is : 
i willfully underdesigned: a lot of white : 
i space, elegant large-scale fonts, a hand- 
; ful of brittle illustrations, a few hyper- : 
: links to relevant background resources. : 3 
: There's one lone video clip and a mini- : 
: mum of audio embellishments. : 
: One of those sound clips features the : 
i: Nobel Prize-winning Irish poet Seamus į 
: Heaney reading his “The Little Canti- : 
i cles of Asturias,” and hearing that point- : 


the caliber of prose here (by such estab- 


CYBERTALK Ш 


film. I tam) his taste [as a pr Sos of the Mission: Mar sible EM in 
presenting і this material." — Peter Graves, who played Jim Phelps on the Mis- 
sion: Impossible TV series, on Prodigy _ 


“SOMEONE SAID I had more unforgettable 10-second [appearances] in Holly- 
wood than anyone! My favorite was Passage to Marseille. Humphrey Bogar 
was in it. Warner Bros. dropped me because Bogart was unhappy with my per- 
formance because it was so stellar. Bogart insisted that I be off the lot by 5 p.m. 
I think he thought I was a threat.” —Mr. Blackwell on the Microsoft Network 


“I’M NOT A PART OF THE marijuana issue. I am promoting industrial hemp 
as an agricultural alternative that is beneficial to the farmer, the econo- 
my, and the environment. Millions [of] acres of forest are chipped for pulp to 
make paper every year and, as my name will attest, I am a friend of the 
trees.” —Woody Harrelson on AOL 


CHAT'S ALL, FOLKS: Roseanne is just a child at heart; Harrelson is a friend to farmers 
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; policies), the sheer quality of Slate’s writ- 
ing stands as a massive improvement on : 


the average cyberdude Web stylings. 
Still, what makes the Web special is 
the way in which traditional text can be 


i ed brogue wrap around those words is a : 
: wonderfully unsettling example of what : 
i this project needs. The bulk of Slate's : 
i first issue feels cantilevered from exist- : 
i ing magazines: The review section could : 
: have been lifted from The New Yorker, : 
i the Mark Alan Stamaty cartoon from : 
i TIME, the “Good Word" column from : 


FH 
zs 
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; William Safire's “On Language” in the 


: Sunday New York Times, the “Is Mi 


i crosoft Evil?” roundtable (quite feisty, 
: actually) from Harper's, and the sneer- 


MAD. 


; ing "Henry David Thoreau's Home ; 
i Page" parody from... i 
i Kinsley is keeping one foot in home à 
: territory: Highlights of Slate will be avail- i 
; able in monthly paper form (for $29.95 a : 
i year) to those who want to subscribe į 
(Slate will cost $19.95 a year over the : 
} Web, though it's free until Nov. 1). On the ; 
i other hand, Stim, with its high-tech 3-D : 
; games and virtual chat room (designed : 
i by underground cartoonist Kaz), could š 
; exist in no other place but the World : 
; Wide Web. Its articles announce any ОЁ: 
f the specific software add-ons you could. ; 
; Use for enhancement (frames! “Quick- : 
; Time”! “Shoekwave”!), and the subjects ; 
| Tange from radio pirates to a history of : 
E “skanky” women (starting with Cather- : 
; ine the Great and ending with Courtney : 
i Love) to Puerto Rican goat-sucking vam: ; 
i pires to a semiotic analysis of pizza-box il- į 


TOP SOFTWA 


‘NUKEM’ HIGH _ 


THE MELTDOWN is just begin- 
ning as Duke Nukem 3D makes a 
killer debut at the top of both the 
PC-games and CD-ROM charts. To 
win at Nukem, gamers must shoot 
their way through an alien-infest- 
ed, futuristic Los Angeles, where 
humans are at the bottom of the 
food chain. Features include an ar- 
senal of nasty weapons, a slew of surprise attacks, and an 
ocean’s worth of underwater action sequences. And did we 
mention the blood? Like Doom (whose most recent incar- 
nation hit the streets last month), Nukem originated as 
shareware, teasing Webheads with free downloadable ver- 
sions of limited levels and enticing them to fork over their 
cash when the game arrived on store shelves. Recently, id 
Software unleashed yet another gory shoot-em-up, Quake, 
as shareware on the Net (www.idsoftware.com): The game 
is set to debut in stores in August. 


9 DUKE NUKEM 
зо. ш 


TOP 20 CD-ROMS wont 


1 DUKE NUKEM 3D FormGen, PC 
2 TOY STORY ANIMATED STORYBOOK Disney, PC and Mac. 
3 WARCRAFT Il: TIDES OF DARKNESS Davidson, РС. 
4 MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 UPGRADE Microsoft, PC 
5 CIVILIZATION I! Microprose, РС............. 
6 
T 
8 
9 


WARCRAFT II EXPANSION Davidson, PC 
COREL PRINTHOUSE Corel, РС. 
MYST Brederbund, PC and Мас... 
PRINT SHOP CD ENSEMBLE II Broderbund, Pi 
10 TRIPMAKER Rand McNally, РС... 
11 LION KING STORYBOOK Disney, PC and Mac 
12 MICROSOFT PLUS Microsoft, РС...... 
13 QUICKEN DELUXE Intuit, PC and Mac 
14 MICROSOFT ENCARTA Microsoft, PC and Ma 
15 COMMAND & CONQUER Virgin, PC. 
16 MATHEMATICS Sofsource, PC 
17 HALLMARK CONNECTIONS CARD STUDIO Micrografx, PC. 
18 DESCENT Il Interplay, РС.................... 
18 STREET FINDER Rand McNally, PC... 
20 MICROSOFT FLIGHT SIMULATOR Microsoft, PC. 


TOP 5 PG GAMES 


DUKE NUKEM 3D FormGen 
WARCRAFT II: TIDES OF DARKNESS Davidson. 
CIVILIZATION Il Microprose. 
WARCRAFT II EXPANSION Davidson. 
MYST Brederbund 


نا تم ين اه mm‏ 


TOP 5 MACINTOSH GAMES 


THE ARCHIVES | LucasArts.. 
WARCRAFT: ORCS & HUMANS Davidson 
MYST Brgderbund........................ 

FA-18 HORNET Graphic Simulations 
X-WINQ COLLECTOR LucasArts... 


Mean a 


SOURCE: PC DATA 


this disc doubles : 


based on his letters and di- : 


YHOASIUINGISS GIAVO 


sore feet. A visual feast of 230 richly 
colored paintings, 
as a cinematic tour of Cézanne's 
life 
aries—“narrated” by the artist (ac- 


tor Michael Lonsdale). Each of the : 
works can be scrutinized in close- : 
so the seemingly gray back- : 
ground of Still Life With Onions ac- : 
tually shimmers with subtle blues, : 


up, 


greens, and pinks, while a portrait of 
Madame Cézanne rates with the 
fragmented, architectonic planes of 
color that inspired the Cubism of 
Picasso and Braque. There's also a 


i time line of the artist's life that af- 
firms the creative vibrancy of late- : 


19th-century France. Inviting and 
informative, Portrait of My World 
makes a nice companion to the cur- 
rent Cézanne retrospective in Phil- 
adelphia. 8+ —Tim Purtell 


ENHANCED GD 


i SADE INTERACTIVE (OmniMedia, CD- · 


ROM for PC, $29.95) As drably by 
the numbers as an old VH1 pro- 


i gramming block, this disc has all the 


accoutrements of the nascent en- 


i hanced-CD format: videos, an essay, 

і lyrics, even a lame attempt at a triv- ; 

i ја quiz. What it doesn't have is the : 
slightest whiff of excitement, which : 

: Lascribe half to the icy-cold, smooth- : 

mousse ensemble and half tothe : 

i programmers who make videos of : 

: such hits as “Smooth Operator” look 

: as if they were copied off third-gen- : 


S: 
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SURFOLOGY 101 (Surf Direct, 1-800- : 
506-SURF, CD-ROM for PC and 

Mac, $34.95) 1f you've ever consid- 

ered trading in your keyboard and : 
forsaking Web surfing for a short. : 
board and real waves, check out this : 
lesson in the art and science of surf- 
ing. More than three hours of video, 
plus a killer soundtrack, help fuel an 
adrenaline ride on the world's primo : 
waves. Along with silly pseudo-Zen 
pronouncements, such as "flying 
through liquid space," there's the 
requisite photo and video gallery of 
sweet Bettys and buffed dudes frol- 
icking on the beach. Fun and cool 
without being patronizing, Surfolo- 
gy 101 had a goofy foot like myself 
totally stoked. A —Kipp Cheng : 


FINE ART 


: eration VHS dubs. Most sadistic of 


all: Before this disc relinquishes its : 
i grip on your РС, it forces you to sit ; 
: through two minutes of achingly : 


slow credits. C- —Bob Strauss : 
| h 1 
) 
/ j 


PAUL CEZANNE: PORTRAIT OF MY WORLD 
(Corbis, CD-ROM for PC and Mac, 
$59.95) Here's a way to spend a few 
hours in a museum without getting : 


{ 
| 
EC 


WINDOWS 96: Sade frames her body of work In a new interactive venue i 


JULY I2, 19°96 
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; F ! L M 5 
invites you and a guest to a - 


VERS zz ae 


BOSTON — JEFFREY WRIGHT 
CHICAGO 
pAv'D BOW iZ 


Denes HOPPER 


GARY SLOMAN | 


DETROIT 
LOS ANGELES 
NEW YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
SAN FRANCISCO 


лес атр UIN CET 
BEN ire 524 Tos, 


SEATTLE CLAIRE FORLANI 


WASHINGTON D.C. 
Court Wey Lows 
If you live in one of FAR KER Соў zy 

the cities listed above, i >” = 


you could win passes 


to a special advance i A : 
: s aes EX | 
screening held E > 0 ' | 
especially for 3 + ' ar ba. 
Entertainment Weekly® ifi. 
readers. Send a LET oet 


postcard with your 
name and address to: 
BASQUIAT, P.O. Box 
725, Radio City 
Station, New York, NY 
10101. To qualify, your 
postcard must be 
received by Monday, 
July 22, 1996. Winners 
will be selected at 
random. Your passes | 
Will be mailed to you. : : | 
No purchase necessary. ; š 
Void where prohibited. 


A special offer from 


The Future lense 


‘12 Monkeys depicts a hellish vision of what's in store. A look back at the predictions of earlier 
sci-fi films shows that Hollywood's crystal ball could use some polish. BY TY BURR 


ILLUSTRATION By ALAIN PILON 


= mw 


8 |] HE FUTURE, ALAS, isn't ; 
= "ШЕ what it used to be. The fu- : 
ture according to Holly- : 
wood, that is. While sci- : 
ence-fiction movies once : 
took the flying-car idealism : 
of the 1939 World's Fair as : 
their blueprint, things : | 
haven't been the same : 
since the early '80s, when Blade Runner : 
and The Road Warrior popularized the : 
Future as Living Hell. That detritus- : | 
festooned concept was quickly picked up : 
by Terry Gilliam's Brazil, James Cam- : 
eron's The Terminator, and countless : 
straight-to-video knockoffs, and the cycle : 
is in no danger of winding down. More re- : 
cently, renters have been treated to : 
Kathryn Bigelow's Strange Days and the : 
new-to-tape 12 MONKEYS (1995, MCA/ : 8 
Universal, R, priced for rental), СіШат + | x 


latest splattery action painting. 


What all of these movies ignore—have : 7 
to ignore, really, if they want to hold any i eit. 
narrative or philosophical weight—is that : 
the future often looks distressingly mun- : 
dane when it arrives. (Incidentally, if the : 
virtual-reality headsets of Strange Days : 
were to catch on by 1999, Sony would i 
have had to start cranking them out last · 
year) And pity poor oldies like the British : 
THINGS TO COME (1936, Nostalgia, wnrat- 3 
ed, $19.95) or CONQUEST OF THE PLANET OF i 
THE APES (1972, 20th Century Fox, PG, : 
$19.98): Their futures have come and ! 


gone, looking decidedly recherché. 


Based on H.G. Wells’ story and direct- i 


ed by acclaimed production designer 


William Cameron Menzies (Gone With. : 
the Wind), Things to Come deserves ; 
credit for placing the bombing of Britain : 
in 1939; being off by only one year is : 
pretty impressive as these things go. But. : 


the war in Things to Come continues for 
30 years, and by 1970 civilization is re- 


duced to medieval squalor. Of course, : 
parents probably saw Woodstock as а : 


JULY 12, 1996 
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; believe him (Madeleine Stowe) and the 
: nutjob who may be responsible for the 
: viral outbreak (Brad Pitt in a dithery Os- 
i: car-nominated lark of a performance). 
: The madhouse scenes are so relentlessly 


i bonkers that you're afraid 12 Monkeys 
: Since much of the movie takes place in : 
: 1996 (a mere year after its theatrical re- 
; lease), Gilliam doesn't have to worry 


; forward to the far-off year of 1991, when : about foofy costumes. And while prison- 


: : š 1 ( ; : er James Cole (Bruce Willis) travels to 
i been killed off by an epidemic) with pri- the present from the mid-21st century— 
; in order to find the source of a disease : 


} that will eventually kill off 99 percent of 
i their social status lower than a Chia ; 


; will devolve into another variation on 
; Gilliam’s favorite theme: insanity as the 
} only proper response to an insane soci- 
: ety. But the movie rises above that trite 
: level on the strength of a near-fractal 
: script by David and Janet Peoples, 


Willis’ achingly battered performance, 


: and its own pell-mell momentum. There's 
the earth's population—the dark, : 


} crammed underground world of the post- : 
; ugly coveralls—until an intelligent ape : 


an emotional urgency, too, that comes 
straight from La Jetée: the sense of a 


i man desperately trying to stave off the 
: future and live forever in the present. 
: : Most sci-fi movies show heroes marching 
: of its inspiration—the dreamlike 1964 : 
; French short film La Jetée—with a 
: squalling pack-rat fervor that loses some 
; impact on small, unforgiving TV screens. 
: heavy-handed as its allegorical civil- ; 


bravely into time’s slipstream, and that 


: may be why they get the details wrong. 
i In 12 Monkeys, James Cole will do any- 
i thing to put the future behind him. He's 
; a fly yearning for the amber. 12 Mon- 
i keys: B+ Things to Come: B Conquest of 
} the Planet of the Apes: G+ 


park, and the human characters are stick 


: figures. In the end, there's not much in 


this fictional 1991 as bizarre as anything 


from the real one: Pee-wee Herman, for 


cow ; example, or Clarence Thomas. 
Movies in the Me Decade weren't : 


i much better at playing Nostradamus. : 


12 Monkeys has it comparatively easy: 


viral future isn’t too demanding a visual 


i stretch (picture Brazil with fewer ducts). 


The movie replaces the haunting chill 


Cole initially lands in 1990 and gets 


i quickly institutionalized, whereupon he 
: meets the psychiatrist who will come to 


new Dark Ages, but the rock festival 
i didn’t feature a plaguelike “wandering 
¦ sickness” or feral warlords bludgeoning 
: the numb populace into submission. Un- 
! Jess you count Hendrix. 


: Conquest, the penultimate entry in the 
: five-film Planet of the Apes cycle, looks 
: humans have replaced dogs (which have 


: mates. Said chimps, gorillas, and orang: 
: utans are treated poorly—not only is 


i Pet's, but they have to wear stunningly 


i from the future (Roddy McDowall) leads 
i them in a revolt against mankind. 

i Surely you remember this? It was 
i only five years ago. 

: Despite the potential for camp, Con- 
i quest's depiction of the future is as 


| rights plot. The far-flung action seems to 
take place in one large concrete office 


THE MANY STYLES OF BRUCE WILLIS 


HAIR TODAY, NONE TOMORROW 


: very little, with minimal help from artificial turf, and he fre- 
quently applies his tonsorial talents to the art of facial hair. 
ust take a look at these, um, head shots, as we suggest 


what characters he could have played. 


1999 1996 


ROLE FROM 

THAT ERA: ROLE FROM 
James Cole, THAT ERA: 

time traveler, in Smith, hired gun, 
12 Monkeys. in upcoming Last 
SURE IT WASN'T Man Standing. 
Batman nemesis SURE IT WASN'T 


Mr. Freeze? Max Headroom? 
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1994 


1990 


ROLE FROM 
THAT ERA: ROLE FROM 
James Urbanski, THAT ERA: 


abusive hubby, Butch, boxer, 


In Mortal in Pulp Fiction. 
Thoughts. SURE SURE IT WASN'T 
IT WASN'T Eric a South Beach 
Clapton? bouncer? 


MUCH HAS BEEN MADE OF Bruce Willis’ moving perfor- 
mance in 12 Monkeys, but throughout his career nothing’s 
moved more than the actor’s hair. Displaying the adaptabil 
ity of Mr. Potato Head, Willis has accomplished a lot with 


1986 


1988 


ROLE FROM 
THAT ERA: Em- 
mett, Vietnam 
vet, In In Coun- 


ROLE FROM 
THAT ERA: 
- David Addison, 


Pl; on Moonlight- try. SURE IT 
Ing. SURE IT WASN'T the 
- WASN'T John Village People's 


i | Wayne Bobbitt? leather man? 


; UN 


i A WINDOW ON THE PRESIDENCY: As Oliver Stone's Nixon, Hopkins has a reflective moment alone in the White House 


i is probably better spent on a cup of : 
: coffee at a diner with your own : 


best friend. C- 


FOREIGN 


—Caren Weiner 


ghum) fashions a magnetic thriller 


N 


pet e hita Сатуга 


video buddy caper/romance asks 
the eternal question about s 


What's love got to do with it? : 
Lenny (The Single Guy's Silver- : 
man) is a smart, shy romantic; his i 
: pal Joey (Melrose alum Cortese) is : 
a studly lothario. At their favorite : H 
i SHANGHAI TRIAD Gong Li, Li Baotian £ 
: (1995, Columbia TriStar, subtitled, : 
i R, priced for rental) Crime drama : 
; has rarely been this gorgeously 
і alluring—or this brutal. Director : 
: Zhang Yimou (Ju Dou, Red So 
Ken Copel saddles Silverman with : 
: using the exquisite talents and 
i beauty of his favorite leading lady, 
i Gong Li, who plays Bijou, an impe- 
; rious moll who gets caught in an es- 
i ealating war between rival gangs 
i in the dangerously flashy dem 
i monde of 1930s Shanghai. The film's : 


diner, they argue endlessly about 


: the importance of women. The 
і irony is that, in this labored would- 
: be romp, the underwritten females 


are just excuses for the boys to do 
goofy things. Also, screenwriter 


an incessant stream of vaguely 
Lenny seem like a brittle killjoy. 


Lenny get to Joe’s house after his 
car breaks down?), your rental fee 


tional père) saving Crider from a : 


—Nisid Hajari : 
; Even if you could overlook the 
i craters in the plot (how does 


aters) would rake in the statuettes. 


As it is, however, the flick never : 
graduates beyond simple dreck: Its : 
simulation of a rebel-on-the-run pic- : 
: ture—with Caan (whose real father, 


Eraser's James, appears as his fic- 


would-be rapist and fleeing with 
her from cops—borrows every teen- 
angst, frat-bonding, truant-father, 
and road-love cliché, while its leads 


mumble and cuss their way to pre- : 
tentiousness. Few characters would : 


ever say, “That's deep, man. That's 


really deep," without a shred of : 
i hostile one-liners, which make 


THE 
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REGEN | In 0v IES i 
NIXON Anthony Hopkins, Joan Allen : 
(1995, Hollywood, R, priced for : 
rental) Who will mourn our late, : 
greatly disgraced ex-president? ; 
Not a lot of folks, judging by the : 
trickle of box office funds collected : 
by director-cowriter Oliver Stone's : 
emotionally shattering elegy. Sadly, : 
the hiccups in Hopkins’ off-and-on : 
American accent, which some found : 
fatally distracting in theaters, are : 
magnified even further in the : 
panned-and-scanned cassette ver- : 


sion, which lops Stone’s striking : 
wide-screen imagery nearly in half : 
and winds up spotlighting Hopkins : 
even in shots originally photo- 
graphed as group tableaux. Seek 
out the letterboxed version for a 
better look at all the President’s 
men—and fast-forward past the 
end credits for a few baroque out- 
takes presented by Stone himself. 
The weirdest of these clips presents : 
a hollow-eyed Sam Waterston as : 
the CIA's Richard Helms; none : 
amount to more than curious foot- : 
notes, but the movie itself deserves : 
no such marginal fate. Letterbo 
A-Panandscan B —Steve Daly : 


: irony or self-awareness. None 


should. D 


..AT FIRST SIGHT Jonathan Silver- 


i man, Dan Cortese (1996, Vidmark, : 
R, priced for rental) This direct-to- : 


4 = 
TRT” 


TRAVOLTA SLATER 


http://www.foxhome.com 122218 
{ 
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A BOY CALLED HATE Scott Caan, Missy : 
Grider (1996, Paramount, R, priced 8 
for rental) If awards were given for : 
being almost funny, this offering : 
(which, believe it or not, played the- : 
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TOP VIDEOS 


"AD П | ve T 
Ui f CNN OU 
SuRE, WHAT SEAN PENN really 
wants to do is direct. But unlike many | 
like-minded actors, he's been earning his 
way with critically acclaimed perfor- 
mances. Witness this week's highest- 
debuting rental, Dead Man Walking, 
which garnered Penn an Oscar nomina- 
tion for Best Actor and grossed a re- 
spectable $39 million at the box office. 
(Penn's previous acting gig in 1993's Carlito's Way land- 
ed him a Golden Globe nod.) His directorial efforts, how- 
ever, haven't been as successful commercially. His first, 
1991's The Indian Runner, starring David Morse and 
Patricia Arquette, brought in only $34,000 in theaters. 
But perhaps on the heels of Dead Man Walking, Penn's 
$865,000-grossing Jack Nicholson drama, The Crossing 
Guard, which debuted this week at an impressive No. 
14, will have a longer shelf life. 


D) VAS 


i 
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ип TOP 10 TAPE RENTALS ш" 

1 1 FATHER OF THE BRIDE PART Il Steve Martin, Touchston 

2 8 HEAT Robert De Niro, Warner... 

3 2  GRUMPIER OLD MEN Jack Lemmon, Warne: 

4 4 GOLDENEYE Pierce Brosnan, MGM/UA 

5 5 GET SHORTY John Travolta, MGM/UA 

6 — DEAD MAN WALKING Sean Penn, PolyGram 

7 9 CASINO Robert De Niro, MCA/Universal 

8 т SUDDEN DEATH Jean-Claude Van Damme, 

9 6 SABRINA Harrison Ford, Paramount... 
10 3 JUMANJI Robin Williams, Columbia TriStar. 

TAPE SALES 

4 1 HEAVY METAL Animated, Columbia TriStar, $19.95 

2 2 CLUELESS Alicia Silverstone, Paramount, $14.9 

3 3 JUMANJI Robin Williams, Columbia TriStar, $19. 

4 6 BABE James Cromwell, MCA/Universal, $22.98 

5 5 THEARISTOCATS Animated, Walt Disney, $26.99 . 

6 4 GHOST IN THE SHELL Animated, PolyGram, $29.9. 

т — SING ALONG SONGS: THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 

Animated, Walt Disney, $12.99... 2 1 

8 MORTAL KOMBAT Christopher Lambert, New Line, $19.98 .. 
9 т DUNSTON CHECKS IN Jason Alexander, FoxVideo, $19.98 


10 11 FRIDAY Ice Cube, Nêw Line, 519.95... 


П> SPORTS TAPE SALES 


3 MICHAEL JORDAN: COME FLY WITH ME CBS/Fox, $19.93 
1 MICHAEL JORDAN: ABOVE & BEYOND CBS/Foz, $14.9 
2 MICHAEL JORDAN'S PLAYGROUND CBS/Fox, $19.98... 
4 MICHAEL JORDAN: AIR TIME CBS/Foz, $19.93. 

7+ 100 YEARS OF OLYMPIC GLORY Turner, $29.9 
WAYNE GRETZKY'S ALL-STAR HOCKEY Buena Vista, $12.99... 
WWF: RAW HITS WarnerVision, $12.95... 
14 MAGIC JOHNSON: ALWAYS SHOWTIME CBS/Foz, 

16 KEN GRIFFEY JR.: ADVENTURES IN BASEBALL ABC, $19.95 
19 GRANT HILL: NBA SENSATION CBS/Foz, $14.93... 
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SOURCE; VIDEO BUSINESS FOR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 30, 1996 
SPORTS DATA: BILLBOARD FROM THE ISSUE DATED JULY 6, 1996 
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—Melissa Pierson 


and-soul punch of her Eurythmics : 


Walter ` 


a memo- : 


strangely lovely, where the sharp- : 


: est knives come sheathed in softest 
velvet. A 


MUSIC 


ANNIE LENNOX LIVE IN CENTRAL PARK 

(1996, 6 West, unrated, $19.98) 
: Compared to the four imaginative 
* video clips that accompany it here, 

this 1995 concert from New York 
: is bland and static. Pitching her 
: solo self somewhere between Car- 
y Simon and Julie Andrews, the 
; Scottish singer sidesteps the rock- 


: days, denaturing her remarkable 
; voice to equal the refined accom- 
paniment. Sparks fly on Euryth- 
mics’ “I Love You Like a Ball and 
: Chain," but her version of Bob 
Marley's gently romantie *Waiting 
i in Vain” sets the emotional tem- 
perature. B- —Ira Robbins 


LASERDISC 


i STREETS OF FIRE Michael Paré, Diane 

Lane (1984, MCA/Universal, PG, 
i $34.98) Action director 
Í Hill's megaflop was always a cock- 
і атату idea, a retro-futurist biker 
i rock musical—imagine Blade Run- 


1 mer meets Grease. So it's no sur- į 
i prise that the years have not been : 


i kind to it; in fact, in this new wide- 
і screen version the movie comes off 
= as a ludicrous 1980s period piece. 
: Still, the large ensemble cast is 
i game (Lee Ving, of the punk rock 
+ band Fear, contributes 
i rable bad-guy turn), and while 


; most of the big songs sound like : 


i Meat Loaf rejects (his songwriter, 
: Jim Steinman, wrote two of them), 


: the MTV hit “I Can Dream About : 
i You" (one of the best fake soul bal- : 
i lads ever) is at least shot with real : 
—Steve Simels ; 


i pizzazz. B- 


New Line, R) A tourist 


Adam 


PG-13) 


0 (Tim 


R) Dramatized look at the 


RDISC 
20th 0 


ntwry. Fox/Image, 


on a neighborhood gang and the mob. 


(1996, MCA/Universal, 


д and Antonio Bande 


Ф THE LATE SHIFT (1996, HBO, 
struggle to replace Johnny Carson. 


ter (James Stewart) discovers 
the wrong man has been imprisoned for a murder. 


Bears, Oh My! 


— After a four-year 
absence, E.T. The 
Extra-Terrestrial will 
once again phone home 
when MCA/Universal 
rereleases the video 
in October for a limited 
time. And after a 
repackaging due in 
September, MGM/UA 
will stop shipping copies 
of The Wizard of Oz 


i lush color, sound, and movement 
amount to a perfect excuse to in- 
i vest in a large-screen stereo TV. 
: Total immersion is the only way to 
1 experience this ugly world made 


> RUMBLE IN THE BRONX (1996, 


Chan) takes 


> HAPPY GILMORE 


Sandler’s failing hockey player skates onto a pro golf tour. | 
€ FOUR ROOMS (1995, Miramax, R) A frantic bellhoj 
Roth) attempts to satisfy guests o 


ILLUSTRATION BY manny САМІ 


starring Madonna 


$ саш NORTHSIDE TTT (1 
unrated) A Chicago repor 


к=, жын 


: 80, € Lesson to Extract: In any war, bat. : 
: tles are fought off the field, too. € Appro- : 
: 0 1]. | priate Ages: 17 and up. I 
hot one for kids’ movies. With : ; 
. | ERASER © What It's About: The Federa] 
school out, young vacation- witness Protection Program assigns 


THE MONTH is July, and it’s a 


L^ 


ers will want to camp out | 


moous2w 320u8 


on the lines for big summer : | 


flicks like Independence : 
Day and yuk it up with The | | 
Nutty Professor. The smaller set | 


can get a Disney fix with The Hunchback of Notre Dame | — 


i SPEED ERASER: Schwarzenegger wipes out evil 


or enter the secret world of Harriet the Spy. And as com- : 


: Marshal John Kruger (Arnold Sehwarz- I 


» llen (V: 
m : IA : enegger) to provide Lee Cullen (Vanessa : 
| | petition heats up, the stars are out in force (Multiplicity). . SE M ME Mo 
: learns her boss is involved with terror- d 
A M Ü) V | E 9 : able to distinguish reality from fantasy. ; ists. € Will Kids Want to Watch It? Surely, : 
: Ф Appropriate Ages: 13 and up. ; thanks to Arnold, but don't let that erase : 
| THE CABLE GUY € What It's About: А : ; your doubts about whether to let them. : 
- scrambled relationship develops when a : COURAGE UNDER FIRE € What It's About: ; The movie—featuring a couple being : 
psychotic cable TV repairman (Jim Car- : After his own Persian Gulf scandal, ; doused with gasoline and a man threat- : 
rey) channels his energies into becoming : Lieut. Col. Nathaniel Serling (Denzel : ened with tongue removal—is extremel 
= friends with customer Steven Kovacs i Washington) is assigned to investigate } violent. € MPAA: R. € Sex/Nudity: None 
— : the mettle of medevac pilot Karen : 
: Walden (Meg Ryan), the first woman to i 
В) be nominated for a Medal of Honor for : E 
combat. € Will Kids Want to Watch It? It’s : f 
| doubtful. The movie is too talky, and kids į 
won't be able to keep up with a complex Ë 
T story. € MPAA: R. € Sex/Nudity: None. : 
; € Drugs/Alcohol: Serling has a problem : 
| à with alcohol; a soldier (Lou Diamond i 
; Phillips) drinks in his car. € Violence/ : 
С 3 i Scariness: Walden's award is posthu- | š - i 
2 GETTING MEDIEVAL: Carrey's wired for Cable : mous, and there are numerous flashbacks i SPY SHORTER: Trachtenberg snoops for dirt : 
: } to events surrounding her death; many | à 
IM » (Matthew Broderick). € Will Kids Want to : casualties of war; a soldier commits sui- i ¢ Drugs/Alcohol: Patrons imbibe in a gay : 
š Watch ItP Absolutely, but they've got : cide by driving into an oncoming train. ; bar; a lawyer has a cocktail in a jo. i 
: their wires crossed if they're expecting i € Objectionable Words/Phrases: About ie Violence/Scariness: Add to the above i 
š the usual kooky Carrey. This Guy's got a i ; many fatalities via high-tech assault I 
š mean streak that will haunt young kids. : i Weapons; much shooting and stabbing; : 
£ € MPAA: PG-13. € Sex/Nudity: Steven has U i men eaten by alligators. © Objectionable : 
š sex off sereen with a prostitute. € Drugs/ E Words/Phrases: About 70. Ф Lesson to · 
E Alcohol: Steven and his girlfriend have i ; Extract: Even with a new name and ap- i 
? wine; liquor is served at a party and a : pearance, you're still the same person in- ; 
š family dinner. € Violence/Scariness: i side. € Appropriate Ages: 17 and up. i 
£ Slapstick, but with a dark edge. € Objec- E i i 
3 tionable Words/Phrases: About 25, plus i i HARRIET THE SPY Ф What It's About: : 
0 many more during a game of porno Pass- i Eleven-year-old Harriet (Michelle Trach- 3 
5 Word. € Lesson to Extract: Kids who : + tenberg) discovers the occupational haz- ; 
Í 5 watch too much TV turn into adults un- | DESERT STORM: Pilot Ryan comes Under Fire : ard of her spying habit: getting caught. | 
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Í MURPHY'S SLAW: Professor gets into shape 


You bet. This giant thriller sets off more : 


: THE NUTTY PROFESSOR € What It's About: 
Obese research scientist Sherman Klump 
: (Eddie Murphy) gets the skinny on an 
: experimental formula and decides to try 
: on a thin new body for size. € Will Kids 
Want to Watch It? Yes, the trailer featur- 
ing Murphy as seven wacky characters 
: has probably whetted their appetites, but 
: be warned that some of the humor is in 
bad taste. € MPAA: PG-13. € Sex/Nudity: 
i Vulgar jokes, suggestive situations. 
€ Drugs/Alcohol: Drinks at a club and so- 
; cial affairs. € Violence/Scariness: None. 
: Ф Objectionable Words/Phrases: About 
: 90. ® Lesson to Extract: Losing weight 
: means little if something else gets lost in- 
: side. Ф Appropriate Ages: 13 and up. 


i Watch It? Yes, yes, and if you can find : 
-,; PHENOMENON ¢ What It's About: Average 


: guy George Malley (John Travolta) liter- 
ally sees the light when a mysterious 
flash endows him with sudden genius. 
* Will Kids Want to Watch It? It's iffy. The 
movie, which starts out on a bright note, 
takes an unexpected turn and becomes 
i too depressing for children. © MPAA: PG. 
i Ф Sex/Nudity: The town doctor (Robert 
+ Duvall) moons George. € Drugs/Alcohol: 
i George and his pals drink beers. € Vio- 
i lence/Scariness: George falls ill. ® 0bjec- 
: tionable Words/Phrases: About 20. 
i € Lesson to Extract: People are afraid of 
; things they can't explain. Ф Appropriate 
i Ages: 10 and up. —Lois Alter Mark 


i TRUE PHENOMENON: Travolta enlightens Duvall 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


None. € Lesson to Extract: Tolerance is : 
: more powerful than a king's army. Ф Ap- : 


INDEPENDENCE DAY ¢ What It’s About: i 
: With the help of the President (Bill Pull- : 
man) and a computer expert (Jeff Gold- : 
blum), Marine captain Steve Hiller (Will : 
: Smith) spends the Fourth of July week- : 
end fighting aliens out to destroy the hu- : 


i makes some timely points about set- : 
} ting priorities. € MPAA: PG. € Sex/Nu- 3 
i ану: Each clone has sex with Doug's : 
i wife (Andie MacDowell) off screen. : 
i e Drugs/Alcohol: The clones toss back į 
i a few beers; a sailor drinks aboard his : 
i boat; one of the clones has a cocktail : 
i with a date. € Violence/Scariness: ` 
| None. € 0bjectionable Words/Phrases: i 
i About 35. € Lesson to Extract: Too : 
E ND, i much of a good thing is no good. € Ap- į 


: € Will Kids Want to Watch It? Maybe, be- 
: cause new star Trachtenberg is appealing 
i as the irrepressible heroine, but the i 
` movie—presented by Nickelodeon and : 
> filled with MTV-ish cuts and moves— 
: doesn't hold a candle to the classic chil- 
: dren's book. € MPAA: PG. € Sex/Nudity: 
None. Ф Drugs/Alcohol: Harriet's parents 
: have a nightcap. € Violence/Scariness: 
* None. Ф Objectionable Words/Phrases: : 
: None. € Lesson to Extract: You should 
: find constructive ways to use your tal- : 
ents. € Appropriate Ages: 8 and up. 


propriate Ages: 6 and up. 


man race. © Will Kids Want to Watch It? 


; sparks than a skyful of fireworks. 

Ф MPAA: PG-13. € Sex/Nudity: None. 
: Ф Drugs/Alcohol: A drunk pilot (Randy 
: Quaid) takes to the air; the cyber whiz 
: toasts the end of the world. € Violence/ 
: Scariness: Grand-scale death and de- 
: struction, but it’s more action oriented 
: than gory. © Objectionable Words/ 
i Phrases: About 55. € Lesson to Extract: 
: If Earth is to survive, humans must work 
: together. € Appropriate Ages: 13 and up. 


: THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME € What 
; It’s About: Stooped cathedral bell ringer 


: MULTIPLICITY € What It’s About: When 
; work and family time conflict, Doug 
; Kinney (Michael Keaton) agrees to be 
: cloned so he can be in more than one 
: place at once. € Will Kids Want to 


1 WHATTA DAME: Esmeralda lifts Quasi’s spirits 


і Quasimodo (voice of Tom Hulce) leaves 
; the shelter of his tower and falls in love : 
i with Gypsy Esmeralda (Demi Moore) in : 
: Disney's animated version of Victor : 
; Hugo's literary epic. € Will Kids Want to p 
Watch It? We've got a hunch it'll be a hit, : 
i despite the unlikely material for a chil- : 
i dren's movie. € MPAA: С. € Sex/Nudity: : 
; None. € Drugs/Alcohol: Champagne bot- : 
i tles are popped at the Festival of Fools : 
i and by Quasimodo's gargoyle friends. : 
i € Violence/Scariness: Baby Quasimodo's 
; parents are killed; a kind soldier (Kevin : 
i Kline) is shot; Quasimodo is chained to : 
i the tower; Esmeralda is burned at the i 
i stake; Quasimodo gets harassed by a : 
: crowd. € Objectionable Words/Phrases: i 


MULTIPLICITY CHOICE: Keaton does double duty 


the time you should go with them. Al- 
though it's basically a one-joke story, 
Keaton is charming and the movie 


i DAY 0F WRATH: Aliens adopt capital punishment i propriate Ages: 10 and up. 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 


+ Consolidate your bills into 1 simple monthly i 


payment, lower interest, avoid late charges, E 
re-establish your credit, Ask about debt conso- : 


: lidation loans & mortgage referral programs, : 


Call 1-800-403-3433 (BONDED). 


i OVERDUE BILLS? 1-800-869-0607. Bad credit's : 


no problem. Licensed/bonded since 1977. Apps to : 


: $50,000. Not a loan co. Town&Country Acceptance : 


$$$ DEBT CONSOLIDATION FREE! $$$ 
Cut Monthly Payments 3095-5096. Eliminate 
interest. Stop collection calls. Credit restored, 


i NCCS, Ine (Non-Profit) Lic/Bonded, 800-955-0412 


i HEALTH & BEAUTY i 


WOLFF.‏ سد 


=] SUNVISIONIS Wout. 


J Ноте Delivory - FREE Color Catalog i 


1-800-842-1324 


Buy Direct & $avo 


CARDSERVICE BANKCARD 
Now hiring. Up to $6000/month. Deliver appli- 
cations locally. No experience necessary. Call 
24 hours / 7 days: 1-800-215-3344, Ext 6092, 


CRUISE SHIPS HIRING 
Cruise & Land Tours-Staff Needed. 
World travel. Call (206) 971-3552 Ext C91141 


_ TROPICAL BEACH RESORT JOBS 
"Tropical resorts are now hiring nationwide. 
Call (800) 807-5950, Ext. R91144 


AIRLINES NOW HIRING! 
Domestic/International Staff. Excellent 
travel benefits! (206)971-3692 Ext. L91142 


CASINO JOBS! 
Work in top casinos in Vegas, Tahoe, & 
Atlantic City (206) 971-3642, Ext. H91142 


KAROKE/SINGERS 


SINGERS-Make $1500/wk performing shows. 
ProSingers Sountracks/ED, 
Box 1106, Bridgeview, IL 60455. 


POSTERS & PHOTOS 


illustrated brochures: Movie Star News, 


TO INQUIRE ABOUT SUBSCRIPTION 
PROBLEMS OR TO REQUEST SCENT-STRIP. 
| REMOVAL CALL 1-800-828-6882. 


: Rogofsky, Box 107-E, Glen Oaks, NY 11004. : | 


i MOVIE PHOTOS AND POSTERS! Rush $5 for our fully 


Dept. EW, 184 West 18th St, NYC, 10011. 
H — 


GET IN TOUCH WITH ANY CELEBRITY : 
Call Celebrity Network 


1-805-526-6861 or send $1 & SASE 
P.O. Box 4728-E, West Hills, CA 91308 


10,000 CELEBRITY ADDRESSES-FREE DETAILS! : 
Our 20th year...the original list others copy! : 
SASE:ACS,Box 5869-EW,Glendale,CA 91221 : 


5 uM 


Save up to 75% on Contacts 
BAUSCH5LOMB() GoperVision BARNES HIND. 
mu LEM EM EM E ш m ш 


саи: 1-800-780-LENS ¿PAX 852 
Q Contact Lens "rez cane km 


LOCATE ANYONE IN THE USA 
Results Within 24 Hours 5077 
INFO DATA 1-800-750-2101 


ADOPTION 


CALIFORNIA COUPLE long to share our love, 
cozy home, and world of opportunities 
with newborn. Expenses paid. Please call 
attorney Shelley Tarnoff, 800-394-6833. 


APPAREL 
T-SHIRTS-HATS-MUGS-POSTERS-BOOKS-ETC... 


From X-Files-Star Trek-ER-Friends+More 
Color Catalog-Starland 800-733-8735 


DISCOUNT CENTER FREE BROCHURE 


E COLLECTIBLES/NOSTALGIA 


i TV COLLECTIBLES, MacGyver, S. Bakula, Play- 
i boys, Zorro, Starsky and Hutch, D&S Cassidy, 
і etc. Catalog $3.00. TV Guides Catalog $2.50. 


CARS FOR 5100/08 BEST OFFER!!! 
Auctioned locally by IRS, DEA, FBI. 
4x4's, RV's, Boats, Computers & More. 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-522-2730 Ext 2190. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! 


Assemble products at home. 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-467-5566, EXT. 11751. 


ORIGINAL CARTOON ART 

One of a kind comic strips, editorials & magazine 

Cartoons, Peanuts, Rose is Rose, For Better or Worse, 
xin and more. Representative for 100+ 

b cartoonists. $5.00 Catalog Refundable 

“2 pwith purchase. V / MC / AE / Discover. 
— Mark J. Cohen, Box 1892E, Santa Rosa, 


ше spaas ve California 95402. (707) 528-3440 


6000 MONEY! WEEKLY! PROCESSING MAIL! Free : TV GUIDE CATALOG! Every TV Guide-#1 to | 
supplies! Postage! Bonuses!! Rush long SASE : Present! Giant 68 pg illust’d catalog, $2. Lenore's : 


Financial/EW, Springhouse, PA 19477-0445. : TV Guides, РОВ 246-E, 3 Bridges, NJ 08887. : 


і RESEARCH REPORTS - 20,000 on file + quality : 
; custom reports. The best since 1972! Fax & E 
: overnight delivery. FREE CATALOG! Academic : 
i Research, Inc., 240 Park Ave., Rutherford, NJ E 
07070 Call 1-800-47RESEARCH or (201) 939-0189 і 


INVENTIONS WANTED i 


FREE INVENTION PACKAGE Davison & Associates à 
offers eustomized Development, Patenting and i 
Licensing. Proven results: 1-800-677-6382 2 


BIG PAYCHECKS & BENEFITS! + Free supplies & 
postage for mailings! Rush stamped envelope. 
Homejobs, B8-EW, Springfield, NJ 07081 


$$ $ 900# TALK LINES $ $ $ 
$99. Total Cost. No Chargebacks. 
Quick Payouts. Call 1-800-208-9078. 


FREE INFO ON "HOW TO START AND 

OPERATE YOUR OWN PROFITABLE BUSINESS 
AT HOME." Send SASE to: Vaccaro House 

Publishing, 110 Robinson Lane, i i 
Suite 1B, Wappinger Falls, NY 12590. ; HAVE AN IDEA? National company submits ideas, · 
H inventions, new products to industry. National : 
SPEAK & GROW RICH: Proven opportunity ; exposition. Patent services: 1-800-288-IDEA. : 
endorsed by major corporations. Training & H 
support-unlimited potential (905) 678-7088. : INVENTORS: The Concept Network represents in- 
} ventors who want to PATENT and MARKET i 
i their new product ideas. Call 1-800-835-2246, 


assembling products? Easy! Profitable! : extension 197, for FREE information kit. 


олок nrc 


i FREE CASH GRANTS - Never Repay for Business, ; 
CONTACT LENSES. Leading brands from $18.50 : Medical, Debt Consolidation, Education. Send : 
per box. No membership fees. GUARANTEED 


i SASE to Compugrant, 5871 North University | 
LOWEST PRICES! CONTACTS PLUS (800)297-0909. : Drive, Suite CM, Tamarac, FL 33321, E 


STOP! Looking for legitimate home-work 
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DIAL DIRECT | REAL PSYCHIC 
Em SAMPLES 
| 1-800-865-5003 


Adults over 18 


PSYCHIC SAMPLES 
1-800-870-5925 
Adults over 18 


Gifted Psychics 
Call for Samples 
1-800-863-5007 
Adults over 18 
Psychic Advisors 


1-800-882-5925 
Adults over 18 


LUCK, MONEY, POWER 
1-809-474-2055 
ROMANCE, FUTURE, FATE 
1-809-474-2061 
LOVE. FAME, FORTUNE 
1-809-474-2057 
Adults over 18. Int] long 
distance rates apply. 


Pran 


HOMES AS LOW AS 54,000!!! 
Government tax repossessions and 
bankruptcies. Low or no down payment. 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-522-2730, Ext. 1070. 


: RECIPES/COOKBOOKS 


; GREAT RECIPES FROM LOUISIANA: includes Cajun 
: recipes. Send $6 & long sase to Cajun Flavor, 
: PO Box 77977, Baton Rouge, LA 70879-7977. 


; BUDGET SOUTHERN COOKBOOK, Costs Less! 


Tastes Great! Send $9.95 to 5403 Everhart 


: Road, Box 279, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 


E FILM & TV SCRIPTS. 1000'S 08 TITLES AT LOW- 
i EST PRICES! Send $2 for complete catalog to: 


: HOLLYWOOD SCRIPTS, 11288 Ventura Blvd, 
1 g431-BE, Studio City, CA 91604. 818-980-3545 


i Free Search Service: every film worldwide. 
E Buy*SelleTrade*Rent*Brokere Auction. 24hrs, 
і 365 days, 1-800-849-7309, Fax:1-770-227-0873. 


: RENT OVER 14,000 VIDEOS BY MAIL! Choose from 
į popular and hard to find classic, foreign, and cult 
: titles. FREE CATALOG: 1-800-669-7157. 


Over 43,000 video titles! 


1-800-4-MOVIES 
Giant 752 


page catalog! 
6736 Castor Ave. 


$10.95 Including shipping. 
$5.00 DISCOUNT. 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 COUPON INCLUDED! 


For Advertising Information Call Carole Harnoff 
at (212) 522-5336 or fax (212) 522-0165 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


С PSYCHICS — 


А 


LIVE PSYCHICS • DIAL DIRECT 
1-809-474-8101; Adults over 18 only. 
Int! Long Distance Rates Apply. 


can help you find today's answers كلم‎ 
in tomorrow's vision. б ї 


Major credit cards 


i | Your personal check, by phone e Чы 
И. Pay in person at a location near yoo ous 
For entertainment only. Must be 18+. 


LIVE PSYCHIC LINE! LIVE options available: 
1-Рѕусћіс, 2-Astrology/Horoscope, 3-Tarot, 
4-Dream Interpretation, 5- Clairvoyant, 
6-1 Ching & more!!! 1-900-255-6800/ext 676, 
ONLY $2.99/MIN, 18+ only, Touch Tones Only, 
InfoService, Studio City, CA 213-993-3366 


m Retin 


Experienced psychics with answers 
for love, career and money. 


1-800-893-3585 


THE PSYCHIC FOUNDATION 


18+. For entertainment only. 


Í FREE NATAL CHART! Live psychic reading & per- į 
i sonalized birth chart: 1-900-289-7465, $3.99mn : 
i 18+. Readings only 1-800-846-5639 MC/Visa. E 


FREE PSYCHIC READING!! 

Curious about the future? Let gifted psychics 
guide you toward love, happiness, and success. 
Call now! 1-900-860-2600 $3.99/min, first 2 
mins. FREE! 18+, Ent.only. V/MC/DISC/CHK Call 
4-800-626-4343, as low as $1.93 per min.! 


SEE WHAT YOUR FUTURE HOLDS-LIVE PSYCHICS 
1-900-369-9136, 18+ $3.95/min, 3 mins/$12.00 
For information: 719-573-1011 


YOU DESERVE HONEST ANSWERS 
WITH GIFTED PSYCHICS YOU GAN TRUST. 
1-900-896-2332, $3.95/min, 18+ 
1-800-346-0575, MC/Visa, Checks by phone. 


INI 


SAIL “iim 


digital media 


EIGHTEEN-STUDIO MEDIA COMPLEX 
EXTENSIVE HANDS-ON TRAINING 
LEARN FROM TOP INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS 
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE 
ACCS/CT ACCREDITED 


+1 800 226 7625 


Orlando, Florida 
www.fullsail.com 


WIN $1,000! 


Win the $1,000 Grond Prize. FREE 
POETRY GIFT just for entering! Send 1 to 3 


CONTEST poems, 30 lines or less to: 


liad Dress 
36915 Ryan Road, Suite E] ee Sterling Hts., MI 48310 


i POETRY CONTEST Win $1,000. Be published. i 
; Send one poem of 30 lines or fewer to: Poets' : 
i; Guild, PO Box 10900-E, Baltimore, MD 21234. : 


NEW! PSYCHIC SAMPLES LINE 
Live Psychics, 24 Hour Service 
1-800-925-3181, Adults over 18 only. 


LIVE PERSONAL 
~ . PSYCHIC ` 


Numerojogye Tarot Astrologye Clairvoyant 


س 
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The Agony of ‘Victory 


and was sidelined from the tour. 
About two weeks before opening 
night, the album Victory went on 
£ sale toa lukewarm reception. And 
* as a metaphor for the whole 
overblown mess, when the eight- 
story Michael-designed stage 
(which took 240 people five days to 
assemble in each city) was erected 
at the tour's first stop, in Kansas 
City's Arrowhead Stadium, it made 
almost one fourth of the venue's 
60,000 seats useless. 

Yet the publie embraced ће |} | 
Jacksons from the start. Audiences 
marveled at the performance magic 
Michael, Jermaine, Tito, Randy, and 
Marlon (along with 64,000 pounds of 
sound and light equipment) could 
still make. Clearly, Michael was the 
biggest brother now: His moves, 
theatrics, and voice dominated the 90-minute ex- 
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i travaganza, while Jermaine was the only other 
i brother who performed showcase numbers. Not one 
: song from Victory was featured. According to 
: Taraborrelli, the brothers resented Michael, but in 


i concert they were united. 
on July 6, 1984, the spirit of victory, not : 


Five months later, after all was sung and danced, 


: Victory proved to be the then-largest concert tour 
ш rock history, playing 55 dates in 23 cities and sell- 
; Ing some 2.3 million tickets. The brothers raked in 


ў А ) 2 Бар d about $5 million each. (Michael, in a much-publicized 
romoters (including the infamous Don King) vied to : move, donated his cut to three charities, including 
; the United Negro College Fund.) Meanwhile, at 


odds. “It was the parents’ idea to bring them togeth- i least six lawsuits for damages tallying more than 
r because the other brothers needed money,” says : $182 million had been threatened. On stage the 
Michael Jackson biographer J. Randy Taraborrelli. i music had ruled, but avarice egos Cus infighting 
*Michael didn't want to do it, but his mother ap- left many wondering, What ates Victory? * 


July 6, 1984 


| 
TV VIEWERS gushed over Dallas; readers | 
Were wound up with Wired, Bob Woodward's | 
bio of John Belushi; moviegoers called on 
Ghostbusters; and Duran Duran's “The Reflex” 
Jumped to No. 1 on the Singles chart. 


Forebodings of doom floated around the tour like : 
he smoke in Michael's “Thriller” video. The press į 
kewered the unprecedented ticket prices. When the : 
acksons finally settled on a promoter late that : 
spring, they chose then New England Patriots exec- ; 
utive VP Chuck Sullivan, a national-tour greenhorn | 
after agreeing to pay virtually all costs of the pro- i 
duction out of his share, Sullivan ended up losing i 
: about $20 million). Brother Jackie injured his knee : 


MEYERS 


BY KATE 


The Jacksons : ICTORY SEEMED LIKE the wrong : 
E name for it. True, it was to be a celebra- 
banded together : tion of the singing Jackson brothers and 
{ their nearly 15-year, multimillion-selling 
to kick off their : musical history together. But as of a 


month before the Victory tour's opening 


chaotic fina 
to mention the Victory LP itself, was 
nowhere to be found. Greed and disorga- 
nization ruled: Ticket prices, at $30 a pop, seemed out 
f reach of the group's inner-city fans, and a gaggle of 


tourin 1984 


run the show. Even the brothers themselves were at 


pealed to him and he can't turn his mother down." 


Tito (hidden), 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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This is Pol Turgeon's 
RAV4 dream. 


Pol Turgeon, illustrator 


What will yours be? 
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RAN 4 2 door or 4 door. On-road. Off-road. Front-wheel or full-time 4-wheel drive. 4-wheel independent suspension. Tons of 


people space and cargo space. Fully caffeinated engine. Dual air bags. Dual sunroofs (sorry, 2 door only). Great colors. In short, the best 


dream you can have with your eyes open. See your nearest Toyota dealer for details. The RAV4. It's out there. هج‎ TOYOTA 
Ilove what you do for me 


Call 1-800-GO-TOYOTA or visit our Web Site at: http://www.toyota.com for a brochure and 1 
1996 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. Buckle Up! Do it for those who love you. Toyota reminds you ce н аиа аа land. 
! ind. 


